
Bangor Maine Dark History

Bangor, Maine dark history is a tapestry woven with tales of tragedy, crime, and the
supernatural. While many may think of Bangor as a quaint New England town, its past is
far more complex and sinister. From its early days as a lumber hub to its role in the Salem
witch trials and tales of infamous murders, Bangor’s history is steeped in shadows. This
article delves into the darker aspects of Bangor's history, exploring its haunted locations,
notorious figures, and the events that have left a mark on this seemingly serene town.

Early Settlements and Dark Beginnings

Bangor was first settled in the late 18th century, and its growth was closely tied to the
lumber industry. However, this boom came at a price. The rapid development led to the
exploitation of both the land and its Indigenous peoples.

Conflict with Indigenous Peoples

As settlers arrived, tensions rose between them and the Penobscot Nation, the Indigenous
tribe that had inhabited the area for centuries. The result was a series of conflicts that
would leave a lasting scar on the region. Key events include:

- The American Revolutionary War: Armed skirmishes broke out between colonial settlers
and Indigenous groups aligned with British forces.
- The Penobscot Expedition of 1779: This failed military campaign led to significant loss of
life on both sides and intensified the animosity.
- Displacement and Land Loss: As settlers expanded, many Indigenous peoples were
forcibly removed from their ancestral lands, leading to a decline in their population and
cultural practices.

The dark history of Bangor began with this struggle for land and survival, setting the stage



for further tragedies.

19th Century: A Hub of Crime and Misfortune

As Bangor evolved into a bustling city, it also became a center of crime. The rapid influx of
workers and the wealth generated by the lumber industry created an environment ripe for
criminal activity.

Infamous Crimes and Murders

Several notable crimes from the 19th century have become part of Bangor's dark history.
Among them are:

1. The Murder of Mary McCarty: In 1879, the brutal murder of a young woman named
Mary McCarty shocked the community. Her body was discovered in the woods, and the
subsequent investigation revealed a series of suspects, leading to sensational media
coverage and public outrage.

2. The Disappearance of Thomas H. McCarty: In the late 1800s, a prominent Bangor
businessman disappeared without a trace. His mysterious fate remains unsolved, sparking
rumors and theories about foul play.

3. The Bangor Hanging: In 1860, a man named William H. Bennett was executed by
hanging for the murder of his wife. The event drew a large crowd, and the spectacle
reflected the public's fascination with crime and punishment.

Haunted Locations and Supernatural Tales

Bangor’s dark history is not just confined to its crimes; it is also rich with ghost stories
and tales of the supernatural. Several locations in the city are believed to be haunted,
attracting paranormal enthusiasts and curious visitors alike.

Notable Haunted Sites

- The Bangor House: This historic hotel has been reported to have ghostly apparitions,
particularly in the form of a woman in white. Guests have claimed to hear footsteps and
experience cold drafts in otherwise warm rooms.

- The Thomas Hill Standpipe: This iconic structure is said to be haunted by the spirits of
those who lost their lives in the construction process. Locals have reported strange sounds
and sights near the standpipe, particularly at night.

- The Orono Bog Boardwalk: Just outside Bangor, this scenic area is steeped in dark lore.



Stories of lost souls and eerie whispers in the fog have turned this beautiful landscape into
a site of chilling tales.

The Salem Witch Trials Connection

Bangor's history is also intertwined with the infamous Salem witch trials of 1692.
Although Bangor itself was not a direct participant, its proximity to Salem and the trial's
impacts on the region cannot be overlooked.

Influence on Bangor and Surrounding Areas

The witch trials instigated widespread paranoia and fear across New England, affecting
neighboring communities, including Bangor. Some of the connections include:

- Refuge for Accused Witches: Some individuals fleeing persecution in Salem sought
refuge in the Bangor area, where they believed they could escape the hysteria.

- Cultural Impact: The fear generated by the witch trials permeated the culture of New
England, leading to a heightened sensitivity to accusations and superstition in Bangor and
beyond.

- Local Folklore: Tales of witches and supernatural happenings became woven into the
local folklore, influencing the region’s cultural narrative for generations.

Modern Dark Events

While much of Bangor's dark history lies in its past, modern events continue to cast a long
shadow over the community.

Recent Crimes and Tragedies

1. The Murder of a Local Family: In 2010, a tragic case involving the murder of a local
family shocked Bangor. The crime was perpetrated by a family member, leading to a
media frenzy and a community in mourning.

2. Drug Epidemic: In recent years, Bangor has faced challenges with substance abuse,
particularly heroin and opioid addiction. The impact of this crisis has led to increased
crime rates and a struggle for community resources, creating an ongoing sense of unease.



Conclusion: A City of Contrasts

Bangor, Maine, is a city that embodies the contrasts of American history. From its dark
beginnings rooted in conflict and crime to the haunting tales that continue to emerge, its
past is a complex narrative that reflects the broader human experience. While Bangor may
appear as a picturesque town, its history serves as a reminder that even the most
charming places can harbor shadows. As the city continues to evolve, it remains essential
to acknowledge and explore the darker aspects of its history, ensuring that the lessons
learned are not forgotten. The blend of tragedy, crime, and the supernatural ensures that
Bangor's story remains compelling, captivating the imaginations of both locals and visitors
alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What infamous event in Bangor, Maine's history
involved a notorious serial killer?
Bangor is known for being the home of the infamous serial killer, Stephen King, who often
drew inspiration from the dark history of the town, although he is not a killer himself. The
city has a rich folklore of murders and hauntings that inspire his work.

Why is the Bangor Theological Seminary significant in
the context of dark history?
Founded in 1814, the Bangor Theological Seminary has ties to the darker aspects of
history, including its association with various social issues, such as the abolition of slavery
and the role of religious institutions in perpetuating societal norms.

What role did Bangor play in the opium trade in the
19th century?
In the 19th century, Bangor became a significant port for the opium trade, with ships
arriving from Asia. This dark chapter in history contributed to addiction issues and
societal challenges in the region.

Are there any haunted locations in Bangor, Maine?
Yes, Bangor has several reportedly haunted locations, including the Bangor Public Library
and the Thomas Hill Standpipe, where visitors claim to experience paranormal activity
linked to the area's dark past.

What historical significance does the Penobscot River
hold related to Bangor's dark history?
The Penobscot River has been the site of various tragedies, including drownings and
shipwrecks, contributing to a darker narrative in Bangor's maritime history.



How did the Great Fire of 1911 impact Bangor's history?
The Great Fire of 1911 devastated much of Bangor, destroying numerous buildings and
altering the social and economic landscape of the city, which remains a significant event in
its dark history.

What is the significance of the 'Bangor House of
Corrections' in local lore?
The Bangor House of Corrections has a history of housing notorious criminals, leading to
tales of violence and despair, making it a focal point in discussions of the town's darker
past.

How has Bangor been associated with the occult or
witchcraft?
While not as prominent as Salem, Bangor has its own tales of witchcraft and occult
practices dating back to the 18th century, adding to the city's mystique and dark lore.

What tragic events are associated with the Bangor
Symphony Orchestra?
The Bangor Symphony Orchestra has been linked to several tragic events, including the
death of musicians under mysterious circumstances, which has contributed to its haunted
reputation.

What cultural impact did the dark history of Bangor
have on local art and literature?
The dark history of Bangor has inspired numerous artists and writers, particularly Stephen
King, whose works often reflect the town's eerie atmosphere and historical tragedies.
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