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Author of Eye of the Needle, Ken Follett, is a renowned British author
celebrated for his gripping thrillers and historical novels. Born on June 5,
1949, Follett's literary career has spanned over four decades, during which
he has penned numerous bestsellers that have captivated readers around the
globe. "Eye of the Needle," published in 1978, is one of his most acclaimed
works, showcasing his masterful storytelling and ability to weave intricate
plots. This article delves into the life and career of Ken Follett, exploring
his influences, themes, and contributions to literature.

Early Life and Education

Ken Follett was born in Cardiff, Wales, and grew up in a modest household.
His father was a church minister, and his mother was a teacher, which
instilled in him a love for reading and storytelling from an early age.
Follett's formative years were marked by a passion for adventure stories and
historical narratives, which would later influence his writing style.



Education and Early Career

Follett attended University College London, where he studied philosophy.
After completing his degree, he worked as a reporter for the South Wales
Echo. His journalistic experience provided him with valuable insights into
storytelling, character development, and plot construction. However, it was
his desire to write fiction that ultimately led him to pursue a career as a
novelist.

The Rise to Fame: Eye of the Needle

Ken Follett's breakthrough came with the publication of "Eye of the Needle."
This thrilling espionage novel is set during World War II and follows the
story of a German spy, code-named "The Needle," who is determined to uncover
British military secrets. The book's gripping narrative and well-developed
characters quickly garnered critical acclaim and commercial success.

Plot Summary

"Eye of the Needle" revolves around the following key elements:
e Setting: The novel is set in England during WWII, incorporating real
historical events and figures.

e Main Character: Henry Faber, a ruthless German spy, is the protagonist
whose mission is to infiltrate British intelligence.

e Conflict: The story unfolds as Faber attempts to escape Britain while
being pursued by British agents.

e Thematic Elements: Themes of loyalty, betrayal, and survival are woven
throughout the narrative.

The novel's blend of suspense and historical accuracy resonated with readers,
making it a bestseller and earning Follett a devoted following.

Subsequent Works and Literary Contributions

Following the success of "Eye of the Needle," Ken Follett continued to
produce a wide array of novels, often blending historical fiction with
elements of thriller and adventure. His subsequent works include:



1. Triple (1979) - A spy thriller set in the world of international arms
dealing.

2. The Key to Rebecca (1980) - A story about a German spy in Egypt during
WWII, inspired by the real-life spy Juan Pujol Garcia.

3. On Wings of Eagles (1983) - A non-fiction account of the rescue of
American hostages in Iran.

4. The Pillars of the Earth (1989) - A historical epic set in 12th-century
England, focused on the construction of a cathedral.

5. World Without End (2007) - A sequel to "The Pillars of the Earth," set
in the same fictional town of Kingsbridge.

Follett's ability to create detailed historical settings, combined with his
talent for suspenseful storytelling, has established him as a leading figure
in contemporary literature.

Influences and Writing Style

Ken Follett's writing is characterized by meticulous research and a keen eye
for detail. His influences range from historical events to classic
literature, with authors such as John le Carré and Jeffrey Archer shaping his
approach to storytelling. Follett employs several techniques in his writing,
including:

e Character Development: His characters are often multi-dimensional,
showcasing a range of emotions and motivations.

e Intricate Plots: Follett is known for weaving complex narratives that
keep readers engaged and guessing until the end.

e Historical Accuracy: A hallmark of his work, Follett's commitment to
authenticity adds depth and credibility to his stories.

These elements have contributed to his widespread popularity and critical
acclainm.

A Legacy of Storytelling

Follett's impact on the literary world extends beyond his novels. He has also



ventured into screenplay writing, adapting some of his works for television
and film. His storytelling prowess has earned him numerous awards, including
the Edgar Award and the CWA Silver Dagger.

Philanthropy and Personal Life

Ken Follett is not only celebrated for his literary achievements but also for
his philanthropic efforts. He is actively involved in various charitable
organizations, focusing on education and literacy initiatives. Follett
resides in London with his wife, Barbara Follett, who is also an accomplished
author and former Member of Parliament.

Conclusion

The author of Eye of the Needle, Ken Follett, has left an indelible mark on
the literary landscape with his captivating novels and exceptional
storytelling abilities. His ability to blend historical events with thrilling
narratives has garnered him a loyal readership and critical acclaim. As he
continues to write and inspire future generations of readers and writers,
Follett's legacy as a master storyteller remains firmly established. Whether
you are a long-time fan or new to his works, exploring Ken Follett's novels
promises an engaging journey through history, suspense, and human resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Eye of the Needle'?
Ken Follett is the author of 'Eye of the Needle'.

What is the main theme of 'Eye of the Needle'?

The main theme of 'Eye of the Needle' revolves around espionage, love, and
betrayal during World War II.

When was 'Eye of the Needle' published?
'Eye of the Needle' was published in 1978.

What genre does 'Eye of the Needle' belong to?

'Eye of the Needle' is a historical thriller novel.

Has 'Eye of the Needle' been adapted into a film?
Yes, 'Eye of the Needle' was adapted into a film in 1981, directed by Richard



Marquand.

Who is the main character in 'Eye of the Needle'?

The main character in 'Eye of the Needle' is Henry Faber, a German spy.

What is the setting of 'Eye of the Needle'?

The novel is primarily set in the United Kingdom during World War II.

Is 'Eye of the Needle' part of a series?

No, 'Eye of the Needle' is a standalone novel.

What was Ken Follett's inspiration for writing 'Eye
of the Needle'?

Ken Follett was inspired by historical events of World War II and the concept
of espionage.
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