Baby Let Me Follow You Down Lyrics

Baby, Let Me Follow You Down

trad. /Eric Von Schmidt Trom M onaimLIC. oA
Eeleased by Bob Dylan on  Bob Dylan (18562),

Biograph (1985), Live 1966 (1938)

Intro:
G F clg
Eb/qg G/b D/fa cle D/Ed
cig D/Ek -]
Spoken:

I first heard this from Ric von Schmidt. He liwves in Cambridge.
Fic is a blues guitar player.
I met him one day in the green pastures of Harvard University.

G F clg Eb/g
Baby let me follow you down, baby let me follow you down
Gib bfa Cle D/f#

Hell I'll do anything in this godalmighty world
c DSE4 G

9
If you just let me follow you down.

Can I come home with you, baby can I come home with you?
Yes I'll de anything in this godalmighty world
If you just let me come home with you.

Baby let me follow you down, baby let me follow you down
Well I'll do anything in this godalmighty world
If you just let me follow you down.

Yes I'll do anything in this godalmighty world
If you just let me follow you down.

fdditional werses

I'1ll buy you a diamond ring, I'1ll buy vou a wedding gown
¥as I'll do anything in this gedalmighty world
If you just let me follow you down.

I just want you to understand, baby please understand,
Well I'll do anything in this godalmighty world
if you just let me be your man.

Live 1966 wversion

Capo 2nd fret (Dylan's guitar anyway. Robbie may
be playing without a capo)
The F has much more of a Dm about it (scunds better
as an Em or a G6 (320000) without a capo — but it's
probably Garth on the organ)
The Eb/g is played as a straight Eb (F without capo)
The subtleties of the bass line . . . well, what's
a bass player there for anyway?

=3 F c Eb
Baby let me follow you down, baby let me follow you down
G D cC D
HWell I'll do anything in this godalmighty world
c D G

If you just let me follow you down,

I"1ll buy you a diamond ring, I'll buy you a wadding gown
Well I'll do anything in this godalmighty world

If you just let me follow you down.

Can I come home with you, baby can I come home with you?

Baby let me follow you down lyrics have captivated listeners for decades,
with their poetic charm and evocative storytelling. Originally penned by the
iconic American folk singer Bob Dylan, the song has seen various renditions,
each adding a unique flavor to its timeless appeal. This article will explore
the origins of the song, its various interpretations, and its lasting impact
on music and culture. Whether you're a die-hard Bob Dylan fan or a casual
listener, understanding the depth of these lyrics can enhance your

appreciation for this classic piece.



Origins of "Baby Let Me Follow You Down"

The song "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" first appeared on Bob Dylan's debut
album, "Bob Dylan," released in 1962. The album was instrumental in
establishing Dylan as a key figure in the folk music revival of the early
1960s.

Inspiration Behind the Lyrics

Dylan drew much of his inspiration from traditional folk songs and blues
music. The lyrics of "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" echo themes of love,
longing, and the desire for companionship. They reflect a sense of nostalgia
and yearning that resonates deeply with listeners. The song's structure is
simple yet effective, allowing the emotional weight of the lyrics to shine
through.

Musical Style and Composition

Musically, "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" showcases Dylan's folk roots. Its
acoustic guitar-driven melody, combined with Dylan's distinct vocal style,
creates an inviting atmosphere. The song features a repetitive chorus that
reinforces the longing expressed in the lyrics.

Cover Versions and Interpretations

Over the years, "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" has been covered by numerous
artists, each bringing their own interpretation to the song. Here are some
notable versions:

e Eric von Schmidt - One of the earliest and most popular covers, von
Schmidt's rendition helped popularize the song within the folk
community.

e The Grateful Dead - Known for their improvisational style, The Grateful
Dead incorporated the song into their live performances, giving it a
unique twist.

e Bob Dylan and The Band - Dylan often performed the song with The Band,
adding a rock-infused energy to the original folk arrangement.

e Johnny Rivers - Rivers' version featured a more commercial sound that
helped bring the song to a wider audience in the 1960s.



Each of these covers highlights different aspects of the song, showcasing its
versatility and the way it resonates across various musical genres.

Thematic Elements in the Lyrics

At its core, "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" is a love song. However, it
encompasses a range of themes that contribute to its deeper meaning.

Love and Longing

The lyrics express a deep desire for connection and intimacy. The repeated
plea to "follow you down" symbolizes a willingness to accompany a loved one
through life's journey, no matter the challenges they may face together. This
emotional resonance is what has made the song a favorite among listeners for
generations.

Freedom and Adventure

Another prominent theme is the idea of freedom and adventure. The song
invites the listener to embrace the unknown and venture into new experiences.
This sense of adventure is often associated with youth and the carefree
spirit of the 1960s, a time when many sought to break away from societal
norms and explore their own paths.

Nostalgia

The lyrics also evoke a sense of nostalgia, reminding listeners of past
relationships and experiences. This longing for the simplicity of earlier
times resonates with many, making the song relatable and timeless.

Impact on Music and Culture

"Baby Let Me Follow You Down" has not only influenced individual artists but
has also left a significant mark on the broader music landscape.

Influence on Folk Music

Dylan's work, including this song, played a crucial role in the folk music



revival of the 1960s. His ability to weave personal experiences into
universal themes set a precedent for future songwriters. Many contemporary
folk artists cite Dylan as a major influence, and "Baby Let Me Follow You
Down" remains a staple in the folk repertoire.

Legacy in Popular Culture

The song's impact extends beyond music. It has been featured in films,
television shows, and documentaries, often used to evoke a sense of nostalgia
or longing. This cultural presence has helped cement its status as an
enduring classic, appealing to new generations of listeners.

Conclusion

In summary, the baby let me follow you down lyrics represent a rich tapestry
of emotions that continue to resonate with audiences today. From its origins
in Bob Dylan's debut album to the many covers and interpretations it has
inspired, the song captures the essence of love, longing, freedom, and
nostalgia. Its influence on folk music and popular culture underscores the
timeless nature of Dylan's songwriting. Whether you're hearing it for the
first time or revisiting it after many years, "Baby Let Me Follow You Down"
remains a poignant reminder of the power of music to connect us with our
experiences and emotions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in the lyrics of
'‘Baby Let Me Follow You Down'?

The lyrics explore themes of love, longing, and the desire for connection,
capturing the essence of youthful romance and the beauty of following someone
in a journey of life.

Who originally wrote 'Baby Let Me Follow You Down'?

'Baby Let Me Follow You Down' was originally written by folk artist Bob Dylan
and has been covered by various artists, including Derek and the Dominos.

How has 'Baby Let Me Follow You Down' influenced
modern music?

The song's structure and emotional depth have influenced many artists in the
folk and rock genres, serving as a template for storytelling in songwriting
and inspiring countless covers and adaptations.



What is the significance of the line 'let me follow
you down' in the song?

The line signifies a deep yearning for companionship and the willingness to
embark on a journey together, emphasizing the importance of shared
experiences in a relationship.

Are there notable performances of 'Baby Let Me
Follow You Down' by other artists?

Yes, notable performances include those by Derek and the Dominos, as well as
live renditions by artists like Joan Baez and the Grateful Dead, each
bringing their unique style to the song.
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Discover the heartfelt meaning behind "Baby Let Me Follow You Down" lyrics. Dive into the song's



themes and artistry. Learn more about its impact today!
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