Az 900 Study Guide

Azure AZ-900 Study Guide
1. Introduction 1o Azure AZ-900 Certification
«  Overview of Azure AZ-900 certification
« Benefits of obtaining the certification
» Exam format and structura
2. Cloud Concapls
» Understanding cloud computing and its benefits
« Differantiating between Infrastruciure as a Service (laasS), Platform as a
Service (Paas), and Software as a Service (SaaS)
= Exploring public, private, and hybeid cloud models
» LUnderstanding the importance of scalability, elasticity, and high availability
in the cloud
3. Azure Core Services
«  Azire Virtual Machinas (VMs)
Azure Storage (Blobs, Files, Tables, Queuas)
Azure App Services (Web Apps, Mobile Apps, APl Apps, Logic Apps)
Azure Functions (Serverless Compute)
Azura Databases (SOL Databasa, Cosmas DB, Azure Database for
MySCQL, Azure Database for PostigreS0L)
« Azure Metworking (Virtual Networks, Load Balancers, Application
Gateways)
4. Azure Security, Privacy, Compliance, and Trust
» Azure Security Center and Azure Sentinel
« Azure Active Directory (Azure AD) and Azure RBAC
« Azure Key Vault and Azure Dedicated HSM
« Mzure Security and Compliance Cerlilications
« Azure Privacy and Data Protection Standards
5. Azure Pricing and Suppornt
» Understanding Azura subscriptions and billing models
« Azure Cost Management and Pricing Calculator
«  Azure Service Level Agreements (SLAs) and Support Plans
« Azura Advisor and Azure Trust Center
6. Azure Identity, Governance, Privacy, and Compliance Features
« Azure AD and Azure AD Connect
+  Azure RBAC and Azure Policies
« Azure Blueprints and Azure Governance
= Azure Policy Compliance and Azure Security Center
« Azure Privacy and Data Protection Standards
7. Azure Solutions and Management Tools
« Azure Portal and Azure CLI
= Azure Resource Manager (ARM) and Azure Templates
« Azure Automation and Azure Monitor
= Azure Log Analytics and Azure Service Health
« Azure Advisor and Azure Update Managemant
8. Azure Monitoring and Reporting
« Azure Monitor and Azure Insights
= Azure Log Analytics and Application Insights

" ® W

AZ-900 Study Guide: A Comprehensive Resource for the Microsoft Azure
Fundamentals Exam

The AZ-900: Microsoft Azure Fundamentals certification is designed for
individuals seeking to demonstrate foundational knowledge of cloud services
and how those services are provided with Microsoft Azure. This study guide
provides an organized approach to mastering the concepts and skills required
to pass the AZ-900 exam, covering key topics, study resources, and
preparation strategies.

Understanding the AZ-900 Exam

Before diving into the study materials, it's essential to understand what the



A7Z-900 exam entails.

Exam Overview

- Target Audience: The AZ-900 exam is intended for individuals who are new to
Azure and cloud computing. It is suitable for business stakeholders,
students, and anyone interested in cloud services.

— Exam Format: The exam consists of 40-60 multiple-choice questions, and the
duration is approximately 85 minutes.

- Scoring: The passing score is typically around 700 out of 1000. However,
the exact threshold can vary.

Exam Objectives

The AZ-900 exam focuses on several key areas:

1. Cloud Concepts (15-20%)
— Understanding cloud computing principles.
— Recognizing the benefits of using cloud services.

2. Core Azure Services (30-35%)
— Exploring core Azure services and products.
— Understanding Azure management tools.

3. Security and Compliance (10-15%)
— Learning about Azure security features.
— Understanding compliance and data protection.

4. Azure Pricing and Support (20-25%)
— Familiarizing yourself with Azure pricing models.
- Knowing how to get support for Azure services.

5. General Knowledge (10-15%)
— Understanding the Azure ecosystem, including partners and marketplace.

Study Materials and Resources

Preparing for the AZ-900 exam requires effective study materials. Below are
recommended resources to aid your preparation.

Official Microsoft Learning Paths

Microsoft offers free learning paths tailored for the AZ-900 exam. These
include interactive modules that cover all exam objectives in detail. Key
resources include:

— Microsoft Learn: The official platform provides various modules and
learning paths, including:

— Introduction to Azure

— Azure core services

— Azure pricing and support



— Security and compliance in Azure

Books and eBooks

Several books are specifically designed for the AZ-900 exam. Here are a few
notable titles:

- “Exam Ref AZ-900 Microsoft Azure Fundamentals” by Jim Cheshire: This book
covers essential topics and includes practice questions.

- “Microsoft Azure Fundamentals Certification and Beyond” by J. S. M.: This
comprehensive guide includes real-world scenarios and examples.

Online Courses and Video Tutorials

Online platforms provide courses that offer in-depth knowledge and hands-on
experience. Some popular platforms include:

— Coursera
- Udemy
- Pluralsight

Look for courses that include practice tests and hands-on labs to solidify
your understanding of Azure.

Practice Tests

Taking practice tests is essential for gauging your readiness for the AZ-900

exam. Websites like MeasureUp and Whizlabs offer practice exams that simulate
the real test environment, helping you identify areas where you need further

study.

Study Strategies

Developing a structured study plan can significantly enhance your
preparation. Here are some effective strategies:

Create a Study Schedule

— Define a Timeline: Determine how much time you can dedicate each week to
studying for the AZ-900 exam. A typical study schedule might range from 2-6
weeks, depending on your existing knowledge.

- Daily Goals: Set specific daily or weekly goals to cover different topics.
For example:

— Week 1: Cloud Concepts

- Week 2: Core Azure Services

- Week 3: Security and Compliance



Engage in Hands-On Practice

Practical experience is invaluable. Set up a free Azure account to explore
the Azure portal and services. This hands-on practice will help reinforce
your theoretical knowledge. Key activities include:

— Creating Azure resources like virtual machines and storage accounts.
- Exploring Azure management tools such as Azure CLI and Azure PowerShell.
— Understanding the Azure pricing calculator.

Join Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with peers can enhance your understanding and provide motivation.
Consider joining platforms like:

— Microsoft Tech Community: Interact with other learners and Azure
professionals.

- Reddit: Subreddits like r/AZURE and r/AZ900 offer a space for discussion
and resources.

Utilize Flashcards

Flashcards can help reinforce key concepts and terminology. Create flashcards
for important terms, services, and features in Azure. Tools like Anki or
Quizlet can be useful for this purpose.

Key Topics to Focus On

To maximize your chances of success, focus on the following key topics:

1. Cloud Concepts

— Understand the different types of cloud models (Public, Private, Hybrid).
- Recognize the advantages of cloud computing, including scalability,
reliability, and cost-effectiveness.

2. Core Azure Services

- Familiarize yourself with core Azure services such as:
— Azure Compute: Virtual Machines, Azure Functions

— Azure Storage: Blob, Table, Queue

— Azure Networking: Virtual Networks, Load Balancers

— Azure Databases: Azure SQL Database, Cosmos DB



3. Security and Compliance

— Learn about Azure security features like Azure Security Center and Azure
Sentinel.
— Understand compliance frameworks and data protection standards.

4. Azure Pricing and Support

— Get acquainted with the Azure pricing model, including pay-as-you—-go and
reserved instances.
— Understand how to estimate costs using the Azure Pricing Calculator.

Exam Day Tips

As you approach the exam day, consider these final tips to ensure you are
prepared:

— Rest Well: Ensure you get a good night’s sleep before the exam.

— Arrive Early: If you’re taking the exam in person, arrive early to avoid
any last-minute stress.

— Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to read each question thoroughly
before selecting an answer.

— Review Your Answers: If time permits, review your answers before submitting
the exam.

Conclusion

The AZ-900 exam is an excellent opportunity to validate your foundational
knowledge of Microsoft Azure and cloud computing. By utilizing this study
guide, you can structure your preparation effectively. Remember to leverage a
variety of resources, engage in practical experiences, and connect with
others in the learning community. With dedication and the right strategies,
you can confidently approach the AZ-900 exam and take a significant step
towards a career in cloud computing. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AZ-900 exam?

The AZ-900 exam, also known as Microsoft Azure Fundamentals, is designed to
validate foundational knowledge of cloud services and how those services are
provided with Microsoft Azure.

What topics are covered in the AZ-900 study guide?

The AZ-900 study guide typically covers topics such as cloud concepts, core
Azure services, security and compliance, privacy and trust, pricing and
support, and Azure management tools.



How can I best prepare for the AZ-900 exam?

To prepare for the AZ-900 exam, consider utilizing Microsoft’s official
learning paths, online courses, practice exams, study groups, and hands-on
labs to reinforce your understanding of Azure concepts.

Is prior experience with Azure required for the
AZ-900 exam?

No, prior experience with Azure is not required for the AZ-900 exam. It is
designed for individuals who are new to cloud computing and Azure.

What is the format of the AZ-900 exam?

The AZ-900 exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions, with a mix
of case studies and scenario-based questions. The exam is usually 85 minutes
long.

What resources are recommended for studying for the
AZ-900 exam?

Recommended resources include the official Microsoft Learn platform, AZ-900
study guides, YouTube tutorials, practice tests, and Azure documentation.

How much does the AZ-900 exam cost?

As of now, the AZ-900 exam typically costs around $99 USD, but prices may
vary based on location and any applicable discounts or promotions.

What is the passing score for the AZ-900 exam?

The passing score for the AZ-900 exam is usually 700 out of 1000, but this
may vary as Microsoft periodically updates exam scoring.

How long is the AZ-900 certification wvalid?

The AZ-900 certification does not expire; however, it is recommended to keep
up with Azure updates and changes to maintain your knowledge and skills.
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