
As You Like It In Simple English

As You Like It is a famous play written by William Shakespeare. It is one of his most
beloved comedies, filled with romance, humor, and important life lessons. The play was
written around 1599 and is set in the enchanting Forest of Arden. It tells the story of love,
friendship, and the search for happiness. This article will explore the main characters,
themes, and plot details of "As You Like It" in simple English.

Plot Summary

The story begins in the court of Duke Frederick, who has taken over the dukedom from his
brother, Duke Senior. Duke Senior is now living in exile in the Forest of Arden. The play
follows several characters as they navigate love and identity in both the court and the
forest.

1. Rosalind: The main character, Rosalind, is the daughter of Duke Senior. After being
banished from the court, she disguises herself as a young man named Ganymede for
safety. She travels into the Forest of Arden with her close friend, Celia.

2. Celia: Celia is Duke Frederick's daughter and Rosalind's loyal friend. She chooses to go
with Rosalind into the forest, leaving her father behind.



3. Orlando: Orlando is a young nobleman who has fallen in love with Rosalind. He is also
forced to flee the court after being mistreated by his older brother, Oliver.

4. Oliver: Orlando's older brother, Oliver, is greedy and wishes to inherit their father's
wealth. However, his character changes throughout the play as he learns valuable lessons
about love and family.

5. Duke Frederick: The antagonist of the play, Duke Frederick represents authority and
tyranny. His banishment of Rosalind sets the story in motion.

Key Events

Throughout the play, several key events drive the plot forward:

- Disguise and Identity: Rosalind's disguise as Ganymede allows her to interact with
Orlando without revealing her true identity. This creates humorous misunderstandings
and deep conversations about love.

- Love and Courtship: The forest becomes a place where characters explore love.
Orlando’s wooing of Rosalind (as Ganymede), and the courtship of other couples, such as
Silvius and Phoebe, showcase different aspects of romance.

- Conflict and Resolution: The play examines conflicts between characters, especially
between the exiled dukes and their relationships with their daughters. Eventually,
misunderstandings are resolved, and love triumphs.

- The Role of Nature: The Forest of Arden represents freedom and the natural world,
contrasting with the restrictive court. Characters find clarity and happiness in nature,
away from societal pressures.

Themes

"As You Like It" explores several important themes:

1. Love

Love is the central theme of the play. Different types of love are portrayed, including
romantic love, friendship, and familial love. The play suggests that love can be
complicated but ultimately leads to happiness.

- Romantic Love: The love between Rosalind and Orlando is the primary romantic plotline.
Their relationship evolves from attraction to deeper understanding.

- Friendship: The bond between Rosalind and Celia highlights the importance of
friendship. They support each other through challenges and celebrate each other's



happiness.

2. Identity and Disguise

The theme of identity is explored through Rosalind's disguise as Ganymede. This raises
questions about gender roles and how identity can be fluid.

- Gender Roles: Rosalind's male disguise allows her to challenge traditional gender roles.
She takes on a more assertive and proactive role in her relationship with Orlando.

- Self-Discovery: Characters in the forest, including Rosalind and Orlando, undergo
transformations that lead to self-discovery. The forest serves as a space for characters to
explore their true selves.

3. Nature vs. Society

The contrast between the natural world and the court is significant in the play. The Forest
of Arden symbolizes freedom, while the court represents oppression.

- Freedom in Nature: Characters find liberation and joy in the forest. It is a place where
they can express themselves without fear of judgment.

- Critique of Society: Shakespeare critiques societal norms and the corrupting influence of
power. The court's rigid structure stifles true happiness, while the forest fosters love and
friendship.

Characters

The characters in "As You Like It" are rich and diverse, each contributing to the play's
themes and humor.

Rosalind: Intelligent and witty, she is the play’s heroine who challenges gender
norms.

Celia: Loyal and supportive, she embodies friendship and loyalty.

Orlando: A romantic hero whose love for Rosalind drives much of the plot.

Oliver: His character development from villain to ally shows the power of
redemption.

Duke Senior: Represents wisdom and goodness, contrasting with his brother.

Duke Frederick: A tyrant whose actions create conflict and drive the story.



Touchstone: The fool who provides comic relief and insightful commentary on love
and life.

Silvius: A shepherd in love with Phoebe, representing unrequited love.

Phoebe: A shepherdess who learns about love through her interactions with Silvius
and Rosalind.

Conclusion

"As You Like It" is a timeless exploration of love, identity, and the human experience.
Through its charming characters and engaging plot, Shakespeare invites audiences to
reflect on the nature of happiness and the importance of love and friendship. The play’s
setting in the idyllic Forest of Arden serves as a reminder of the joys that can be found
when we step away from societal constraints and embrace our true selves.

Whether you are reading it for the first time or revisiting it, "As You Like It" remains a
delightful journey filled with laughter, insight, and the enduring power of love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'As You Like It' about?
'As You Like It' is a play by William Shakespeare that tells the story of love, friendship, and
the contrast between city life and rural life. It mainly follows the character Rosalind as she
escapes to the Forest of Arden.

Who is the main character in 'As You Like It'?
The main character is Rosalind. She is clever and strong-willed, and she disguises herself
as a young man named Ganymede to explore her feelings for Orlando.

What themes are present in 'As You Like It'?
Some key themes include love, identity, nature versus society, and the idea of
transformation. The play explores how people find themselves and their true feelings in
different environments.

What happens in the Forest of Arden?
In the Forest of Arden, characters escape their troubles, form new relationships, and
discover themselves. The forest serves as a place of freedom and change.



How does Rosalind's disguise affect the story?
Rosalind's disguise allows her to interact with Orlando and other characters without
revealing her true identity. This leads to humorous situations and deeper explorations of
love and gender roles.

What is the ending of 'As You Like It' like?
The play ends happily with multiple marriages, including Rosalind and Orlando. The
characters reconcile their differences, and the themes of love and harmony are celebrated.
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