Arrow Of God Chinua Achebe

Arrow of God is one of the most significant works by renowned Nigerian author Chinua
Achebe, published in 1964. This novel is a critical exploration of the complexities of
colonialism and the resulting cultural disintegration experienced by the Igbo people of
Nigeria. Achebe's narrative not only highlights the struggles faced by traditional societies
when confronted with foreign influences but also delves into the themes of faith,
leadership, and the clash of cultures. This article aims to analyze the main themes,
characters, and stylistic elements of "Arrow of God," as well as its significance in the
broader context of African literature.



Overview of the Novel

"Arrow of God" is set in the early 20th century during the period of British colonial rule in
Nigeria. The story revolves around the life of Ezeulu, the chief priest of Ulu, the god of the
Igbo community of Umuaro. Ezeulu is a complex character who embodies the tension
between tradition and change, as he is caught between his responsibilities to his people
and the pressures of the colonial government. The narrative unfolds against the backdrop
of a society in turmoil, where the imposition of foreign beliefs and governance challenges
the very foundations of Igho culture.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Arrow of God" begins with the introduction of Ezeulu, who is tasked with
maintaining the religious and social order of his community. His authority is challenged
when the British colonial authorities impose their system of governance on the Igho
people, leading to a series of conflicts.

Key events in the plot include:
1. The Accusation of Witchcraft: Ezeulu’s position as the chief priest makes him a target
for the community's frustrations. He is accused of witchcraft when a series of misfortunes

occur in Umuaro.

2. The Arrival of the British: The British colonialists introduce Christianity and a new legal
system, which undermines the traditional authority of leaders like Ezeulu.

3. The Dilemma of Ezeulu: Ezeulu is faced with the decision of whether to adhere strictly
to the customs of his people or adapt to the changing dynamics brought about by colonial

rule.

4. The Climax: Tensions escalate as Ezeulu refuses to allow his people to celebrate the
New Yam Festival, believing it is necessary to earn the favor of Ulu.

5. The Resolution: The novel culminates in a tragic ending that highlights the irreparable
damage caused by colonialism to the Igbo cultural fabric.

Main Themes

"Arrow of God" is rich in themes that provide deeper insights into the human experience
and the impact of colonialism on indigenous cultures. Some of the primary themes include:

The Clash of Cultures

The most prominent theme in "Arrow of God" is the clash between traditional Igbo culture



and British colonial influences. Achebe illustrates how the arrival of the British disrupts
the established social order, leading to confusion and conflict. The characters in the novel
often find themselves torn between their loyalty to their cultural beliefs and the pressures
to conform to new ideologies.

Leadership and Authority

Ezeulu’s character serves as a focal point for exploring the nature of leadership. His
position as a chief priest gives him immense power, but it also isolates him. Achebe
examines the challenges of leadership in a time of crisis, as Ezeulu struggles with the
expectations of his people while trying to maintain his own principles. This theme
highlights the complexities and burdens of authority, especially in times of upheaval.

Faith and Religion

Religion plays a central role in the lives of the characters in "Arrow of God." Ezeulu's faith
in Ulu is tested repeatedly, reflecting the broader struggle between indigenous beliefs and
Christianity. The novel raises questions about the nature of faith, the role of religion in
society, and the consequences of losing one’s spiritual foundation.

Identity and Cultural Disintegration

Achebe poignantly portrays the disintegration of Igbo identity in the face of colonialism.
As traditional customs are challenged and altered, characters grapple with their sense of
self and belonging. Ezeulu’s internal conflict symbolizes the larger struggle of the Igbo
people to retain their identity in a rapidly changing world.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Arrow of God" are multifaceted and serve to embody the various
themes of the novel. The following are some of the most significant characters:

Ezeulu

Ezeulu is the protagonist and the chief priest of Ulu. He is depicted as a proud and
intelligent leader who is deeply committed to his role. However, his rigid adherence to
tradition and his refusal to compromise ultimately drive him to isolation. Ezeulu’s internal
struggles reflect the broader conflicts faced by African leaders during colonial rule.



Obiako

Obiako, a friend of Ezeulu, represents the voice of the ordinary people. He is more
adaptable to change and often serves as a foil to Ezeulu’s inflexibility. Obiako's character
highlights the varying responses to colonialism within the community and the different
paths individuals take in the face of change.

The British Colonial Officials

The British characters, including Mr. Johnson, represent the colonial authority that
imposes foreign values on the Igbo people. These characters are often depicted in a
negative light, embodying the arrogance and insensitivity of colonial powers. Their
presence serves to emphasize the destructive impact of colonialism on indigenous
societies.

Stylistic Elements

Achebe's writing style in "Arrow of God" is characterized by rich imagery, symbolic
language, and a strong sense of place. The use of proverbs and idiomatic expressions
enhances the authenticity of the dialogue, allowing readers to appreciate the depth of Igbo
culture. Additionally, Achebe employs a narrative structure that oscillates between the
perspectives of different characters, providing a multifaceted view of the events that
unfold.

Imagery and Symbolism

Achebe's use of imagery and symbolism contributes significantly to the novel's thematic
depth. For example, Ulu, the god of the Igbo people, symbolizes the traditional beliefs that
are under threat. The title itself, "Arrow of God," suggests a divine intervention or
judgment, reflecting the constant negotiation between faith and reality.

Significance in African Literature

"Arrow of God" holds a prominent place in African literature as it addresses the
complexities of colonialism and its effects on indigenous cultures. Achebe's work is crucial
for understanding the historical context of Nigeria and the broader African experience
during the colonial period. The novel's exploration of identity, faith, and cultural
disintegration resonates with readers both in Africa and globally.

Achebe is often credited with providing a voice to the African narrative, challenging
stereotypes and offering authentic representations of African life. "Arrow of God" is a
testament to his literary prowess and his commitment to exploring the intricacies of



human experience against the backdrop of colonialism.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Arrow of God" is a powerful exploration of the tensions between tradition
and change, faith and doubt, and identity and disintegration. Through the character of
Ezeulu and the events that unfold in Umuaro, Chinua Achebe masterfully captures the
struggles of the Igbo people in the face of colonial rule. The novel's rich themes, complex
characters, and poignant prose ensure its place as a classic in African literature,
continuing to resonate with readers and scholars alike. Achebe's work invites reflection on
the lasting impact of colonialism and the enduring strength of cultural identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Arrow of God' by
Chinua Achebe?

The main themes in '‘Arrow of God' include the clash of cultures, the struggle for identity,
colonialism, and the complexities of tradition and modernity within Igbo society.

How does Achebe portray the character of Ezeulu in
'Arrow of God'?

Ezeulu is portrayed as a complex and often conflicted character, embodying both the
strength and the vulnerabilities of traditional leadership as he navigates the challenges
posed by colonial rule and the changing dynamics of his community.

What role does religion play in 'Arrow of God'?

Religion plays a crucial role in 'Arrow of God', as it reflects the beliefs and values of the
Igbo society, while also highlighting the tensions between indigenous spiritual practices
and the imposition of Christianity by colonial powers.

Can 'Arrow of God' be seen as a critique of colonialism?

Yes, 'Arrow of God' can be seen as a critique of colonialism as it illustrates the disruptive
effects of British colonial rule on traditional Igbo society and the dilemmas faced by
individuals like Ezeulu in adapting to these changes.

What literary techniques does Achebe employ in 'Arrow
of God'?

Achebe employs various literary techniques in 'Arrow of God', including symbolism, rich
imagery, and proverbs, which enhance the narrative and deepen the cultural context of
the story.



How does 'Arrow of God' compare to Achebe's other
works, like 'Things Fall Apart'?

'‘Arrow of God' builds on themes introduced in 'Things Fall Apart', offering a more nuanced
exploration of the effects of colonialism on African societies and focusing on the internal
conflicts within the Igbo culture, while 'Things Fall Apart' primarily depicts the initial
impact of colonial forces.
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