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The question of whether miraculous gifts are still active in the church today has been a topic of heated

debate among theologians, pastors, and congregants alike. One of the significant voices in this



conversation is Wayne A. Grudem, a respected theologian and author known for his extensive work in

systematic theology, particularly in the realm of spiritual gifts. Grudem's position on miraculous gifts,

which include prophecy, speaking in tongues, and healing, has sparked both support and opposition

within Christian circles. This article will explore Grudem's arguments, examine various perspectives on

miraculous gifts, and provide insight into their relevance in contemporary Christianity.

Understanding Miraculous Gifts

Miraculous gifts, often referred to as charismata, are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit to

believers for the edification of the church and the advancement of the Gospel. The New Testament

provides various lists of these gifts, notably in passages such as 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, and

Ephesians 4. Some of the key miraculous gifts include:

1. Healing: The ability to restore health supernaturally.

2. Prophecy: The capacity to receive and communicate divine messages.

3. Speaking in Tongues: The ability to speak in languages not known to the speaker.

4. Interpretation of Tongues: The ability to interpret messages spoken in tongues.

While some Christian denominations believe that these gifts ceased after the apostolic age (a view

known as cessationism), others argue that they continue to be relevant and active today (known as

continuationism).

Wayne A. Grudem’s View on Miraculous Gifts

Wayne A. Grudem is one of the most prominent advocates of continuationism. His book, "The Gift of

Prophecy in the New Testament and Today," along with his contributions to "Systematic Theology,"

lays out a comprehensive biblical and theological foundation for believing that miraculous gifts are still

available to Christians today.



Biblical Support for Continuationism

Grudem asserts that the evidence in Scripture supports the ongoing presence of miraculous gifts. He

emphasizes several points:

1. New Testament Examples: Grudem points to the many instances of miraculous gifts in the New

Testament, particularly in the early church. He argues that these gifts were not limited to the apostles

but were also present among other believers (e.g., Acts 2:17-18).

2. The Nature of the Holy Spirit: He emphasizes that the Holy Spirit is the same today as He was in

the first century. If miraculous gifts were part of the Spirit's work then, they should continue to be part

of His work today.

3. The Purpose of Gifts: Grudem notes that the purpose of gifts is to build up the church (1

Corinthians 14:12). Since the church still exists and needs edification, the gifts should also be present.

4. Apostolic Authority: He argues that the apostolic authority, which included the operation of

miraculous gifts, was not intended to end with the apostles. Instead, the church has been empowered

to continue this work.

Common Misconceptions Addressed

In his writings, Grudem addresses several common misconceptions that arise in the discussion of

miraculous gifts:

- Cessationism: Many proponents of cessationism argue that the miraculous gifts ceased with the

completion of the New Testament canon. Grudem counters this by suggesting that the gifts were not

solely tied to the apostolic era but were meant for the church throughout the ages.



- Abuse of Gifts: Critics often cite instances where miraculous gifts have been misused or abused.

Grudem acknowledges these abuses but maintains that they do not negate the genuine presence of

these gifts in the church.

- Emotionalism: Some fear that the practice of miraculous gifts leads to emotionalism or disorder in

worship. Grudem emphasizes that the proper exercise of these gifts should be done in a manner

consistent with biblical teaching and with a spirit of order and love (1 Corinthians 14:40).

The Importance of Miraculous Gifts Today

Grudem argues that miraculous gifts hold significant importance for the contemporary church for

several reasons:

1. Spiritual Empowerment: Miraculous gifts provide believers with the empowerment needed to fulfill

their God-given missions. They enable individuals to serve effectively and minister to those in need.

2. Witness to the World: The operation of miraculous gifts serves as a powerful testimony to non-

believers. Signs and wonders can lead to greater openness to the Gospel message.

3. Community and Unity: The exercise of these gifts fosters a sense of community and unity within the

church. When believers share their gifts, it encourages collaboration and strengthens relationships.

4. Intimacy with God: Engaging with the Holy Spirit through miraculous gifts deepens believers'

relationship with God. It cultivates a sense of dependence on Him and creates opportunities for divine

encounters.

Challenges to the Continuationist View



While Grudem's perspective has garnered significant support, it is not without its challenges. Critics of

continuationism often raise the following points:

1. Biblical Interpretation: Some argue that the interpretation of key biblical passages supporting

miraculous gifts is flawed. They may claim that the gifts were specific to the early church context and

not intended for all generations.

2. Historical Evidence: Critics may also point to historical evidence suggesting a decline in miraculous

gifts after the apostolic age, arguing that this indicates their cessation.

3. Theological Concerns: There are theological concerns about the potential for misleading or

erroneous prophetic messages, which can lead to confusion or division within the church.

Grudem’s Responses to Criticism

In response to these challenges, Grudem would likely emphasize the need for careful biblical exegesis

and a broader understanding of church history. He advocates for a balanced approach that

encourages the exercise of gifts while remaining vigilant against abuse and error.

Conclusion

The question of whether miraculous gifts are for today remains a deeply divisive issue within the

Christian community. Wayne A. Grudem's robust defense of continuationism provides a compelling

argument for the active presence of miraculous gifts in the church today. His biblical and theological

insights remind believers of the importance of these gifts for spiritual empowerment, community

building, and advancing the Gospel. While the debate continues, Grudem’s contributions encourage a

thoughtful and prayerful exploration of the role of miraculous gifts in the life of the church, emphasizing

the need for a renewed openness to the work of the Holy Spirit in the present day.



As Christians navigate this complex topic, it is crucial to approach it with humility, acknowledging that

differing views exist within the body of Christ. Ultimately, the pursuit of a vibrant faith, empowered by

the Holy Spirit, remains central to the mission of the church, regardless of one’s position on miraculous

gifts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are miraculous gifts as discussed by Wayne Grudem?

Wayne Grudem defines miraculous gifts as special abilities given by the Holy Spirit that enable

believers to perform acts that are beyond natural capabilities, such as healing, prophecy, and speaking

in tongues.

Does Wayne Grudem believe that miraculous gifts are still active

today?

Yes, Wayne Grudem argues that miraculous gifts are still relevant and active in the church today,

contrary to the cessationist view which claims they ceased after the apostolic age.

What scriptural basis does Grudem provide for the continuation of

miraculous gifts?

Grudem references passages such as 1 Corinthians 12-14, where Paul discusses the use of spiritual

gifts in the church, and he emphasizes that these gifts are meant for the edification of the body of

Christ.

How does Grudem address the potential misuse of miraculous gifts?

Grudem acknowledges the potential for misuse and abuse of miraculous gifts, but he emphasizes the

importance of proper teaching, accountability, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit to ensure they are

used appropriately for God's glory.



What impact does Grudem believe miraculous gifts have on the church

today?

Grudem believes that miraculous gifts enhance the church's ministry, provide encouragement,

strengthen faith, and demonstrate God's power, ultimately helping to draw people to Christ.
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