
Articles Of Confederation Worksheet

Articles of Confederation Worksheet serves as an essential educational tool
for understanding one of the foundational documents of the United States. The
Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, was the first constitution for
the newly independent states, providing a framework for governance before the
current Constitution was adopted in 1789. This worksheet helps students and
learners engage with the content, analyzing the structure, strengths,
weaknesses, and historical significance of the Articles.

Historical Context of the Articles of
Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were created in the aftermath of the American
Revolutionary War. The thirteen states, having fought for their independence
from British rule, were eager to establish a government that would reflect
their values of self-governance and liberty. The need for a unifying
framework became apparent, yet the prevailing sentiment was deeply rooted in
the fear of centralized power, reminiscent of their experiences under British
monarchy.

Key Events Leading to the Articles

1. The Continental Congress: As the revolutionary movement gained momentum,
the Continental Congress was formed in 1775. This assembly served as a



governing body during the war, coordinating efforts for independence.

2. The Declaration of Independence: Ratified in 1776, this document declared
the thirteen colonies free from British rule, reinforcing the idea of a need
for self-governance.

3. Post-War Challenges: Following the war, the new states faced significant
challenges, including economic instability, territorial disputes, and the
need for a coordinated defense against potential threats.

Structure of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation established a confederation—a loose alliance
among independent states—rather than a strong central government. The key
features of this structure included:

1. One-House Legislature: The Articles created a unicameral legislature,
known as the Congress of the Confederation, where each state had one vote
regardless of size or population.

2. Limited Powers of Congress: The Congress was granted specific powers,
including conducting foreign affairs, making treaties, and maintaining an
army. However, it lacked the authority to impose taxes or regulate interstate
commerce, significantly restricting its effectiveness.

3. No Executive or Judicial Branch: The government under the Articles did not
include a separate executive or judicial branch, leading to challenges in
enforcing laws and resolving disputes.

Key Provisions of the Articles

- Article I: Established the name of the confederation as "The United States
of America."
- Article II: Affirmed the sovereignty of each state, emphasizing that powers
not specifically delegated to Congress remained with the states.
- Article III: Created a “firm league of friendship” among the states to
support each other against aggression.
- Article V: Provided for a Congress composed of delegates chosen by the
state legislatures.
- Article IX: Enumerated specific powers granted to Congress, such as the
ability to declare war and manage foreign relations.

Strengths of the Articles of Confederation

Despite its limitations, the Articles of Confederation had several strengths



that played a crucial role in the early history of the United States:

1. Preservation of State Sovereignty: The Articles respected the independence
of each state, which was a vital concern for state leaders.

2. Successful Negotiation of Treaties: The Congress of the Confederation
successfully negotiated the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which formally ended the
Revolutionary War and recognized American independence.

3. Land Ordinance of 1785: This legislation organized the surveying and
selling of western lands, providing a method for settling and governing these
territories.

4. Northwest Ordinance of 1787: This ordinance established a framework for
the governance of new territories and set a precedent for the admission of
new states into the Union.

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

While the Articles of Confederation provided a foundation for governance, it
was riddled with weaknesses that ultimately led to its downfall:

1. Inability to Tax: Congress lacked the authority to levy taxes, relying
instead on voluntary contributions from the states. This resulted in a lack
of funds to support national interests.

2. No Regulation of Commerce: The inability to regulate interstate and
international trade led to economic disarray, with states imposing tariffs on
each other and competing against one another.

3. Unanimous Consent Required for Amendments: Any changes to the Articles
required the approval of all thirteen states, making it nearly impossible to
adapt to changing circumstances.

4. Weak Central Authority: The lack of an executive branch meant there was no
effective leadership to enforce laws or unify the states during crises.

Consequences of the Weaknesses

The weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation had several significant
consequences:

- Shays' Rebellion: In 1786, a revolt led by farmers in Massachusetts
highlighted the inability of the federal government to respond to civil
unrest. The rebellion underscored the need for a stronger central authority.

- Economic Instability: The inability to collect taxes and regulate trade led



to rampant inflation and economic depression. States competed against each
other, causing further economic disarray.

- Constitutional Convention: The growing dissatisfaction with the Articles
culminated in the Constitutional Convention of 1787, where delegates from
various states met to address the shortcomings of the existing government.

The Transition to the U.S. Constitution

The Constitutional Convention ultimately resulted in the drafting of the U.S.
Constitution, which established a stronger federal government with separate
executive, legislative, and judicial branches. This transition marked a
significant turning point in American governance, moving away from the loose
confederation toward a more unified national framework.

Key Features of the U.S. Constitution Compared to
the Articles

- Bicameral Legislature: Unlike the unicameral Congress under the Articles,
the Constitution created a bicameral legislature (House of Representatives
and Senate) to better represent the population and balance the interests of
large and small states.

- Federal Authority to Tax and Regulate Commerce: The Constitution granted
the federal government the power to levy taxes and regulate commerce,
addressing the critical weaknesses of the Articles.

- Checks and Balances: The new framework established a system of checks and
balances among the three branches of government, ensuring no single branch
would dominate.

- Amendment Process: The Constitution allowed for amendments to be made with
a two-thirds majority in Congress and ratification by three-fourths of the
states, making it more adaptable to change.

Conclusion

The Articles of Confederation worksheet is a vital resource for comprehending
the early governance of the United States. It provides insights into the
historical context, structure, strengths, and weaknesses of the Articles,
ultimately leading to the creation of the U.S. Constitution. Understanding
this foundational document is crucial for grasping the evolution of American
democracy and the ongoing importance of balancing state and federal powers.
By studying the Articles of Confederation, learners can appreciate the



complexities of governance and the lessons learned from this early experiment
in democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the Articles of Confederation?
The Articles of Confederation were the first constitution of the United
States, ratified in 1781, which established a national government with
limited powers.

What was the main purpose of the Articles of
Confederation?
The main purpose was to create a framework for national governance while
preserving the sovereignty of individual states.

What were some key weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?
Key weaknesses included the lack of a strong central government, no executive
branch, inability to levy taxes, and no power to regulate interstate
commerce.

How did the Articles of Confederation affect
interstate relations?
The Articles led to conflicts between states as there was no mechanism to
resolve disputes or regulate trade, which resulted in economic instability.

What event highlighted the weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation?
Shays' Rebellion in 1786-1787 highlighted the weaknesses by demonstrating the
inability of the federal government to respond to civil unrest.

What was the outcome of the weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation?
The weaknesses led to the Constitutional Convention in 1787, where the
current U.S. Constitution was drafted to replace the Articles.

How did the Articles of Confederation affect the
relationship between state and federal governments?
The Articles created a loose confederation where states retained most of the
power, making the federal government largely ineffective.



What document replaced the Articles of
Confederation?
The United States Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in
1789, establishing a stronger federal government.

What role did the Articles of Confederation play in
the formation of the U.S. government?
The Articles served as a crucial learning experience, demonstrating the need
for a stronger federal structure, which influenced the drafting of the
Constitution.

Can you name one success of the Articles of
Confederation?
One success was the passage of the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787, which established a method for admitting new states to the
Union.
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