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Around the World in 80 Days is a classic adventure novel written by the French author Jules
Verne, first published in 1872. The book tells the captivating story of Phileas Fogg, a punctual and
meticulous English gentleman, who embarks on a daring journey to circumnavigate the globe in just
80 days. This bold wager leads him through a series of thrilling adventures filled with obstacles,
unexpected encounters, and a race against time. Verne's imaginative tale not only entertains readers
but also showcases the spirit of exploration and the technological advancements of the 19th century.



The Plot of "Around the World in 80 Days"

The story begins with Phileas Fogg, a member of the Reform Club in London, who is known for his
unwavering punctuality. One evening, during a conversation with fellow club members, Fogg wagers
£20,000 that he can travel around the world in 80 days or less. His companions, skeptical of the
feasibility of such a feat, accept the challenge, setting the stage for an extraordinary adventure.

The Journey Begins

Fogg departs London on October 2, 1872, accompanied by his loyal French servant, Passepartout.
Their journey takes them through numerous countries and cities, including:

e Paris, France

e Brindisi, Italy

e India

e Hong Kong, China

¢ San Francisco, USA

e New York City, USA

As Fogg and Passepartout travel, they encounter various challenges, including delays due to
weather, transportation issues, and even a confrontation with a band of Indian warriors. Despite
these obstacles, Fogg remains resolute in his determination to complete the journey within the
allocated 80 days.

Key Characters

"Around the World in 80 Days" features several notable characters that enhance the narrative:

1. Phileas Fogg: The protagonist, characterized by his precision, calm demeanor, and determination.
2. Passepartout: Fogg's devoted servant, who adds a touch of humor and resourcefulness to the
story.

3. Aouda: An Indian princess whom Fogg rescues, she becomes an essential part of the journey and
develops a romantic bond with Fogg.

4. Detective Fix: A Scotland Yard detective who believes Fogg is a thief, he follows Fogg throughout
the journey, adding tension to the plot.



The Themes of the Novel

Jules Verne's "Around the World in 80 Days" explores several prominent themes that resonate with
readers even today:

Adventure and Exploration

The novel reflects the human desire for adventure and the thrill of exploration. Fogg's journey
symbolizes the pursuit of the unknown and the excitement of discovery, embodying the spirit of the
Victorian age, which was marked by significant advancements in travel and technology.

Time and Punctuality

Time is a central theme in the novel, as Fogg's meticulous nature and adherence to schedules drive
the plot. The story illustrates the importance of time management and highlights the consequences
of its mismanagement. Fogg’s obsession with punctuality is both a strength and a weakness,
influencing his relationships and experiences throughout the journey.

Social Class and Cultural Differences

Verne also addresses the themes of social class and cultural differences. Fogg, as a wealthy English
gentleman, represents the upper class, while Passepartout and Aouda embody different social
backgrounds. Their interactions and experiences highlight the varying customs, traditions, and
values of different cultures encountered during the journey.

The Impact of "Around the World in 80 Days"

Since its publication, "Around the World in 80 Days" has left a lasting impact on literature and
popular culture. The novel has inspired numerous adaptations in various forms, including:

e Films: Multiple film adaptations, including the famous 1956 version starring David Niven and
the 2004 remake featuring Jackie Chan.

e Theater: Stage adaptations that bring Fogg's adventures to life.

e Television: Various TV adaptations and series inspired by the story.

e Games: Board games and video games that allow players to embark on their own adventures
around the world.



Verne’s novel has also inspired real-life travel challenges, where adventurers attempt to replicate
Fogg's journey in a similar timeframe, further emphasizing the book's enduring relevance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne is more than just a tale of adventure; it
is a testament to the power of determination, imagination, and the quest for knowledge. Through the
eyes of Phileas Fogg, readers are taken on an unforgettable journey that transcends time and
culture. The novel remains a beloved classic, inspiring generations of readers to dream of adventure
and embrace the spirit of exploration. Whether you are reading it for the first time or revisiting it,
Verne's masterpiece continues to captivate the hearts and minds of those who dare to journey
around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Around the World in Eighty
Days'?

The novel follows Phileas Fogg, a British gentleman who makes a wager that he can travel around
the world in just 80 days, using various modes of transportation.

Who are the main characters in 'Around the World in Eighty
Days'?

The main characters include Phileas Fogg, his loyal servant Passepartout, and Aouda, a woman they
rescue during their journey.

What challenges does Phileas Fogg face during his journey?

Fogg encounters various challenges such as weather delays, transportation issues, and being
pursued by Detective Fix, who suspects him of robbery.

How does Jules Verne's writing style contribute to the story?

Verne's writing style is characterized by detailed descriptions, scientific accuracy, and a sense of
adventure, which immerses readers in Fogg's thrilling journey.

What themes are explored in 'Around the World in Eighty
Days'?

The novel explores themes of time, technology, imperialism, and the contrasts between cultures,
highlighting the spirit of exploration and adventure.



How has '‘Around the World in Eighty Days' influenced modern
travel literature?

The novel has inspired countless travel narratives and adaptations, encouraging readers to embrace
adventure and explore the world, making it a cornerstone of travel literature.
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