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APUSH 2023 Exam FRQ: A Comprehensive Guide

The Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) exam is a critical
assessment for high school students aiming to earn college credit while
demonstrating their understanding of American history. Among the various
components of the exam, the Free Response Questions (FRQ) are particularly
significant, as they assess students' ability to construct coherent
historical arguments and analyze historical evidence. In this article, we
will explore the format of the APUSH 2023 exam FRQ, strategies for success,
and common themes and topics that students should be prepared to address.

Understanding the APUSH FRQ Format

The APUSH exam includes a section dedicated to the Free Response Questions,
which typically comprises three distinct parts: the Document-Based Question
(DBQ), the Long Essay Question (LEQ), and the Short Answer Questions (SAQs).
Each of these components plays a unique role in assessing students'
historical knowledge and analytical skills.



1. Document-Based Question (DBQ)

The DBQ is designed to evaluate students' ability to analyze and synthesize
historical documents. Here are some key elements:

- Documents: Students will be provided with a set of primary and secondary
sources (usually seven to ten documents) related to a specific historical
theme or question.
- Thesis Statement: A strong thesis is crucial for a successful DBQ. Students
must clearly state their argument in response to the prompt.
- Use of Evidence: Students should reference at least six documents in their
essay, integrating them effectively to support their arguments.
- Contextualization: It is important to situate the argument within a broader
historical context, demonstrating an understanding of the time period and the
significance of the documents.

2. Long Essay Question (LEQ)

The LEQ allows students to explore a historical topic in depth. Key
components include:

- Choice of Prompt: Students will typically have a choice between two
prompts, allowing them to select one that aligns with their strengths.
- Thesis: As with the DBQ, a clear thesis statement is essential. This should
be a specific, argumentative claim that addresses the question.
- Supporting Evidence: Students must provide specific examples and evidence
to support their thesis, drawing upon their knowledge of American history.
- Analysis: An effective LEQ requires not just stating facts but analyzing
and interpreting them to construct a well-reasoned argument.

3. Short Answer Questions (SAQs)

The SAQs consist of a series of questions that require concise, focused
responses. Here’s what to expect:

- Format: Usually, students will answer three questions, each requiring a few
sentences to a paragraph.
- Direct Response: Each response should directly answer the question,
providing evidence or examples as necessary.
- Clarity and Brevity: Due to the limited space, clarity and succinctness are
essential. Students should aim to make their points quickly and effectively.

Preparation Strategies for APUSH FRQ



Effective preparation for the APUSH FRQ section requires a multifaceted
approach. Here are some strategies that students can implement:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Rubrics

Understanding the grading rubrics for each type of FRQ is vital. Familiarity
with what the College Board expects will help students tailor their responses
appropriately.

- DBQ Rubric: Look for criteria such as the quality of the thesis, the use of
documents, and the overall coherence of the argument.
- LEQ Rubric: Focus on the thesis development, use of evidence, and
historical reasoning.
- SAQ Rubric: Pay attention to the expectations for clarity and direct
response to the questions.

2. Practice with Past Exam Questions

One of the best ways to prepare is to practice with previous FRQs. The
College Board provides a wealth of past exam questions online.

- Timed Practice: Simulate exam conditions by timing your responses to get
accustomed to the pressure of the exam setting.
- Review Sample Responses: Analyze high-scoring sample essays to understand
what makes them effective.

3. Develop Strong Thesis Statements

A well-crafted thesis statement is the backbone of any successful FRQ
response. Students should practice creating thesis statements that are:

- Specific: Avoid vague language; be clear about the argument.
- Arguable: Ensure that the thesis presents a claim that can be supported
with evidence.
- Complex: Aim for a thesis that reflects nuanced understanding, possibly
incorporating multiple perspectives.

4. Master the Art of Evidence Integration

Incorporating evidence effectively is crucial for a strong FRQ response.
Students should:

- Categorize Evidence: Organize historical facts, events, and figures into



themes or categories to help structure responses.
- Use Direct Quotations: When relevant, incorporate direct quotes from
documents or historical texts to strengthen arguments.
- Explain Significance: Always explain how the evidence supports the thesis
and its relevance to the prompt.

Common Themes in APUSH FRQs

Understanding the themes that frequently appear in APUSH FRQs can guide
students in their studies. Here are some common themes to consider:

1. Change and Continuity Over Time

Many FRQs ask students to analyze how specific aspects of American society
have changed or remained constant over time. Key areas to focus on include:

- Social Movements: Civil rights, women’s rights, and labor movements.
- Economic Changes: Shifts from agrarian to industrial economies.
- Cultural Evolution: Changes in American culture, including immigration and
cultural diversity.

2. American Identity and Ideals

Questions may focus on the evolving concept of American identity and how it
has been shaped by historical events. Important aspects to consider:

- Nationalism vs. Sectionalism: The balance between national unity and
regional differences.
- Immigration: How waves of immigration have influenced American identity.

3. Political Developments and Reforms

Students should be prepared to discuss significant political developments
throughout U.S. history, including:

- Founding Documents: The impact of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
- Political Parties: The evolution of political parties and their roles in
American politics.

4. Social and Economic Changes



FRQs may also explore the relationship between social and economic changes in
U.S. history:

- Industrialization: Effects on society, labor, and economy.
- Great Depression: Social impacts and government responses.

Conclusion

The APUSH 2023 exam FRQ section is a vital component that requires students
to demonstrate their historical knowledge and analytical abilities. By
familiarizing themselves with the format, practicing responses, and
understanding common themes, students can enhance their performance on the
exam. Mastery of the FRQ section not only helps in achieving a good score but
also fosters a deeper appreciation of American history, paving the way for
success in college-level history courses and beyond. With diligent
preparation and strategic study, students can tackle the APUSH exam with
confidence and skill.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of the APUSH 2023 exam
free-response questions (FRQs)?
The APUSH 2023 exam FRQs typically consist of three types: Document-Based
Question (DBQ), Long Essay Question (LEQ), and Short Answer Questions (SAQs).
Each requires students to analyze historical evidence, construct arguments,
and demonstrate their understanding of U.S. history.

How is the DBQ structured in the APUSH 2023 exam?
The DBQ in the APUSH 2023 exam includes a set of primary source documents
related to a specific historical topic. Students must analyze these documents
and use them to construct a coherent essay that addresses the prompt while
integrating evidence from the documents.

What strategies can students use to effectively
prepare for the FRQs on the APUSH exam?
Students can prepare for the FRQs by practicing with past exam prompts,
developing strong thesis statements, organizing their essays with clear
outlines, and familiarizing themselves with key historical concepts and
themes.

What types of topics are commonly found in the APUSH



2023 FRQs?
Common topics include themes such as American democracy, civil rights
movements, economic changes, foreign relations, and social reforms throughout
U.S. history, often focusing on specific time periods or significant events.

How much time is allocated for the FRQs in the APUSH
2023 exam?
Students are typically given 60 minutes to complete the FRQs section of the
APUSH exam, which includes 1 DBQ and 1 LEQ, and they should manage their time
carefully to complete both tasks.

What is the scoring rubric for the APUSH FRQs?
The scoring rubric for the APUSH FRQs includes criteria such as thesis
development, use of evidence, historical reasoning, and synthesis. Each
response is scored on a scale, with specific points assigned for meeting each
criterion.

How can students effectively use evidence in their
FRQs?
Students should use evidence by directly quoting or paraphrasing relevant
documents and historical facts, explaining their significance, and tying them
back to their thesis to support their arguments.

What common mistakes should students avoid in their
APUSH FRQs?
Common mistakes include failing to answer the prompt directly, providing
vague or unsupported claims, neglecting to analyze documents in the DBQ, and
not managing time effectively to complete all parts.

What resources are recommended for APUSH 2023 FRQ
preparation?
Recommended resources include APUSH review books, online practice exams,
study guides, and educational websites that offer tips and sample essays for
the FRQs. Additionally, working with a teacher or study group can enhance
understanding.
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