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Arkansas football coaches history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of a program that has seen
its fair share of triumphs, struggles, and legendary figures. The University of Arkansas, located in
Fayetteville, has a storied football tradition that dates back to the late 19th century. Over the years, the
program has been shaped by various head coaches, each leaving their mark on the culture and success of
Arkansas football. This article will explore the significant coaches in the history of Arkansas football, their

contributions, and the overall impact they had on the program.

Early Years of Arkansas Football

The history of Arkansas football began in 1894, with the first team being organized under the direction of
coach John B. B. Wilkerson. The early years were characterized by limited competition, but the foundation

for future success was laid. Some key points in these early years include:

e 1894: John B. B. Wilkerson becomes the first head coach.
e 1905: The first official game against another collegiate team is played.

¢ 1910: Arkansas joins the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA).

As the program evolved, several coaches contributed to its development, leading to a more structured

approach to football.



The Establishment of a Competitive Program

By the mid-20th century, Arkansas football had begun to attract attention on a national level. The hiring of

several influential coaches during this period helped elevate the program's status.

John Barnhill (1936-1939)

John Barnhill coached the Razorbacks during the late 1930s and was instrumental in establishing a

competitive spirit within the team. His tenure included:

- A focus on building a solid foundation for future coaches.

- Recruiting talented players who would later become stars.

Francis Schmidt (1940-1941)

Francis Schmidt brought innovative strategies and a dynamic coaching style to Arkansas. He introduced the

T-formation, which helped improve the team's offensive capabilities. Under Schmidt:

- Arkansas achieved its first winning season in 1941.

- The team began to attract attention from fans and media alike.

John "Bear" Bryant (1945-1946)

One of the most legendary figures in college football history, Bear Bryant's brief stint at Arkansas set the

stage for his later success at Alabama. His time in Arkansas was marked by:

- The introduction of rigorous training programes.

- A commitment to discipline and hard work that resonated with players.

The Golden Era of Arkansas Football

The 1960s and 1970s marked a golden era for Arkansas football, characterized by successful seasons,

conference championships, and major bowl appearances.



Frank Broyles (1958-1976)

Frank Broyles is perhaps the most iconic figure in Arkansas football history. His tenure as head coach

solidified the Razorbacks as a national powerhouse. Key achievements during his time include:

- 1964 National Championship: Under Broyles, Arkansas claimed its first and only national title.

- Multiple Southwest Conference Titles: Arkansas dominated the Southwest Conference during the 1960s
and 1970s.

- Bowl Games: The team made numerous bowl appearances, including the Cotton Bowl and Sugar Bowl.

Broyles’ impact extended beyond the field; he later became the athletic director at Arkansas, influencing

the program's direction for decades.

Lou Holtz (1977-1983)

Following Broyles, Lou Holtz took the reins of the program, bringing his unique coaching style and

charisma. His main contributions included:
- 1980 Orange Bowl Victory: Holtz led the Razorbacks to a significant bowl win, further enhancing the
program's reputation.

- Player Development: He emphasized the importance of academics and personal growth alongside athletics.

Holtz eventually moved on to Notre Dame, where he continued to build his legacy as one of college

football's greats.

Challenges and Resurgence

Following the golden era, Arkansas faced challenges, including coaching changes and fluctuating

performance. However, several coaches played pivotal roles in revitalizing the program.

Ken Hatfield (1984-1989)

Ken Hatfield returned Arkansas to prominence during the mid-to-late 1980s. His key contributions

included:

- 1988 Southwest Conference Title: Hatfield guided the Razorbacks to a championship and a Cotton Bowl

appearance.



- Emphasis on Defense: He implemented a strong defensive strategy that became a hallmark of the team

during his tenure.

Houston Nutt (1998-2007)

Houston Nutt's era saw the Razorbacks regain their competitive edge in the SEC. His notable achievements

include:
- 2006 SEC Western Division Championship: Nutt led Arkansas to its first division title in the SEC.
- Bowl Appearances: Under his leadership, the Razorbacks participated in several bowl games, including

the Cotton Bowl and the Capital One Bowl.

Nutt's tenure was marked by memorable games and a passionate fanbase.

Recent Developments in Arkansas Football Coaching

In recent years, Arkansas football has undergone several coaching changes in its quest for consistency and

success. Each new coach brought their philosophy, shaping the team’s identity.

Bret Bielema (2013-2017)

Bret Bielema was brought in to revitalize the program after a challenging period. His tenure was

characterized by:
- Physical Play Style: Bielema emphasized a ground-and-pound offensive strategy.
- Notable Wins: Arkansas secured significant victories against ranked opponents, showcasing the potential of

the program.

Despite a promising start, Bielema was ultimately let go after failing to achieve sustained success.

Chad Morris (2018-2020)

Chad Morris faced an uphill battle during his time at Arkansas. While he brought an innovative offensive

approach, the program struggled to find its footing. Key points include:

- Recruiting Challenges: Morris aimed to attract top talent, but on-field results fell short.



- Lack of Consistency: The team struggled to compete in a tough SEC environment.

Morris was eventually dismissed, and the search for a new coach continued.

Sam Pittman (2020-Present)

Sam Pittman has brought renewed energy and optimism to Arkansas football. His coaching style,
characterized by authenticity and strong relationships with players, has resonated within the program. Key

achievements include:

- 2021 Outback Bowl Victory: Pittman led Arkansas to a notable bowl win, marking a significant
achievement in his tenure.
- Revitalizing the Program: Under his leadership, the Razorbacks have regained competitiveness in the

SEC, with solid recruiting classes and improved performances on the field.

Pittman’s ability to connect with players and fans has created a strong sense of community around the

program.

Conclusion

The history of Arkansas football coaches is a rich tapestry woven with stories of triumph, innovation, and
resilience. From the early days under John B. B. Wilkerson to the current leadership of Sam Pittman, each
coach has played a vital role in shaping the program's identity. As the Razorbacks continue to compete in
the highly competitive landscape of college football, the legacy of past coaches remains a guiding force,
inspiring future generations of players and fans alike. The Arkansas football program, steeped in tradition,

continues to evolve, and its coaches will always be at the forefront of that journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was the first head coach of the Arkansas Razorbacks football team?

The first head coach of the Arkansas Razorbacks football team was John B. Bobo, who led the team in 1894.

Which Arkansas football coach is known for leading the team to its only
national championship?

Frank Broyles is known for leading the Arkansas Razorbacks to their only national championship in 1964.



What significant achievement did Lou Holtz accomplish during his time
as head coach at Arkansas?

Lou Holtz led the Arkansas Razorbacks to a 12-0 season and a Sugar Bowl victory in 1978, marking a

standout season for the program.

‘Who was the head coach of the Razorbacks during their successful run in
the late 1980s?

Ken Hatfield was the head coach of the Razorbacks during their successful run in the late 1980s, leading the

team to multiple bowl games.

Which coach served the longest tenure in Arkansas football history?

Frank Broyles holds the record for the longest tenure as head coach, serving from 1958 to 1976.

What was the impact of Bobby Petrino during his tenure as head coach?

Bobby Petrino significantly improved the Arkansas football program, leading the team to a 21-5 record over

two seasons and a BCS bowl] appearance in 2011.

‘Who was the head coach of Arkansas during their transition to the SEC?

Houston Nutt was the head coach of Arkansas when the Razorbacks transitioned to the Southeastern
Conference (SEC) in 1992.
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