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APUSH 2023 Exam DBQ is a crucial component of the Advanced Placement U.S.
History exam, which tests students’ understanding of historical themes,
events, and figures through document-based questions. This section of the
exam requires students to analyze primary and secondary sources, develop a
thesis, and support their arguments with evidence from the provided
documents. As students prepare for the APUSH 2023 exam, understanding the
structure and strategies for tackling the DBQ is essential for success.

Understanding the DBQ Format

The Document-Based Question (DBQ) on the APUSH exam consists of a historical
prompt accompanied by a set of documents. Students are required to craft an
essay that responds to the prompt using evidence from these documents, as
well as their own knowledge of U.S. history. The DBQ accounts for 25% of the
total exam score, making it a vital part of the assessment.

Components of the DBQ

When tackling the DBQ, students should be aware of the following key
components:

1. Historical Prompt: The prompt will typically ask students to analyze a
specific historical issue, event, or figure. It is crucial to read the prompt
carefully and understand what it is asking.

2. Documents: The DBQ will provide a set of 5-7 documents that may include
texts, images, charts, and maps. These documents are meant to offer varying
perspectives on the issue at hand.

3. Thesis Statement: A strong thesis statement is essential. It should
clearly address the prompt and outline the main arguments that will be
supported throughout the essay.

4. Supporting Evidence: Students must use evidence from the provided
documents as well as their own historical knowledge. This helps to create a



well-rounded argument.

5. Analysis: It is not enough to merely present evidence; students must
analyze the documents and explain how they support their thesis.

Strategies for Success on the APUSH 2023 Exam
DBQ

To excel in the DBQ section of the APUSH exam, students should employ several
strategies during their preparation and while writing the exam.

Preparation Strategies

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Rubric: Understanding the scoring guidelines
can help students know what is expected. The DBQ is typically scored on a 7-
point rubric that assesses the thesis, use of documents, contextualization,
evidence, and analysis.

2. Practice with Past DBQs: Students should practice writing DBQs from
previous years to get a feel for the types of prompts and documents they may
encounter. This will also help them refine their writing skills and time
management.

3. Develop a Study Plan: Create a study schedule leading up to the exam. This
should include reviewing key historical themes, practicing document analysis,
and writing practice essays.

4. Engage with Historical Content: The more students engage with U.S.
history, the better prepared they will be. This includes reading primary
sources, textbooks, and supplementary materials.

Writing Strategies

1. Read the Prompt and Documents Carefully: Take time to understand what the
prompt is asking and how the documents relate to it. Look for connections and
differing perspectives.

2. Outline Your Essay: Before writing, create a brief outline to organize
thoughts and structure the essay. This should include the thesis statement,
main points, and how each document will be used.

3. Craft a Strong Thesis: The thesis should be specific, arguable, and
reflect a clear stance on the prompt. It should also indicate the main points
that will be discussed.



4. Integrate Documents Thoughtfully: Use evidence from the documents to
support each point. Introduce documents with context, explain their
significance, and relate them back to the thesis.

5. Include Outside Knowledge: While the main focus should be on the provided
documents, integrating relevant outside information can strengthen the
argument and demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the topic.

6. Conclude Effectively: The conclusion should summarize the main arguments
and restate the thesis in light of the evidence provided.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While preparing for the APUSH 2023 exam DBQ, students should be mindful of
common pitfalls that can hinder their performance.

1. Ignoring the Prompt: It is essential to stay focused on what the prompt is
asking. Straying from the question can lead to a disorganized essay and
reduced scores.

2. Overlooking Document Analysis: Merely summarizing documents without
analysis can lead to a lower score. Students must explain the significance of
the documents in relation to their thesis.

3. Using Generalizations: Avoid vague statements or generalizations that do
not directly support the argument. Specific evidence is key to a strong
essay.

4. Neglecting Contextualization: Providing context for the historical issue
can enhance understanding and show depth of knowledge. Failing to
contextualize can weaken the argument.

5. Poor Time Management: Students often underestimate the time needed for
planning, writing, and revising. Practice timing during mock exams to improve
efficiency.

Conclusion

The APUSH 2023 Exam DBQ is a challenging but rewarding aspect of the Advanced
Placement U.S. History exam. By understanding the format, employing effective
strategies for preparation and writing, and avoiding common mistakes,
students can enhance their chances of success. With diligent practice and a
focused approach, they can master the skills needed to tackle the DBQ
effectively, demonstrating their historical knowledge and analytical
abilities on exam day. Preparing for the DBQ not only helps students perform
well on the exam but also deepens their understanding of U.S. history, which



is invaluable for their academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a DBQ in the context of the APUSH exam?

A DBQ, or Document-Based Question, is an essay question on the AP U.S.
History exam that requires students to analyze and synthesize historical
documents to construct a coherent argument.

How many documents are typically provided in a DBQ

for the APUSH exam?

Typically, a DBQ will include 5 to 7 documents that students must analyze in
their response.

What skills are assessed in the DBQ portion of the
APUSH exam?

The DBQ assesses students' ability to analyze historical documents, develop a
thesis, support their argument with evidence, and understand the historical
context.

Are there specific strategies for approaching a DBQ
in APUSH?

Yes, effective strategies include carefully reading the prompt, organizing
documents into categories, creating a clear thesis statement, and planning
the essay structure before writing.

How much time is allocated for the DBQ section in
the APUSH exam?

Students are given 15 minutes to read and analyze the documents and an
additional 40 minutes to write their response.

What types of documents are commonly included in a
DBQ?

Common types of documents include primary sources such as letters, speeches,
government documents, and secondary sources like historical analyses.

How does the scoring work for the DBQ on the APUSH
exam?

The DBQ is scored out of 7 points, with points awarded for the thesis, use of
documents, analysis and reasoning, and overall essay coherence.



What common mistakes should students avoid when
writing a DBQ?

Common mistakes include failing to address the prompt directly, neglecting to
incorporate evidence from the documents, and lacking a clear thesis or
organizational structure.

Can students bring any materials for the DBQ section
of the APUSH exam?

No, students cannot bring any materials; they are provided with the documents
needed to answer the DBQ during the exam.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the
DBQ on the APUSH exam?

Recommended resources include APUSH review books, online practice DBQs, past
exam questions, and study groups for collaborative learning.
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