
Art History Citation Style

Art history citation style is a crucial aspect of scholarly writing in the field of art history. It provides a

standardized method for citing sources, allowing researchers, students, and academics to

communicate their findings clearly and effectively. The citation style used in art history often reflects

the unique needs of the discipline, which encompasses a wide range of topics, including visual arts,

architecture, and cultural studies. This article will explore the various citation styles commonly

employed in art history, the importance of accurate citations, and best practices for citing sources.

Understanding Art History Citation Styles

Art history as a discipline draws from multiple fields, including history, sociology, and visual studies. As

a result, several citation styles are used, each with its own rules and conventions. The most common

citation styles in art history include:



1. Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style is one of the most widely used citation styles in the humanities, including

art history. It offers two systems for citations:

- Notes and Bibliography: This system is preferred in the arts and humanities. It uses footnotes or

endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography for listing all sources at the end of the document.

- Author-Date: This system is similar to APA style and is more commonly used in the sciences. In-text

citations include the author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses.

2. MLA (Modern Language Association) Style

The MLA style is frequently used in literature and the humanities, including art history. It uses

parenthetical citations in the text and a Works Cited page at the end. This style is less detailed than

Chicago, often omitting publication information in the in-text citations.

3. APA (American Psychological Association) Style

While not as common in art history, APA style is sometimes used for research that intersects with

psychology or social sciences. It employs an author-date citation format and a References page.

4. CAA (College Art Association) Style

The CAA style was developed specifically for art history and is based on the Chicago Manual of Style.

It includes guidelines tailored to the discipline and is often recommended for graduate-level work and

publications within art history.



The Importance of Accurate Citations

Accurate citations are essential for several reasons:

1. Credibility: Citing sources demonstrates the credibility of your work. It shows that you have engaged

with existing scholarship and that your arguments are grounded in research.

2. Avoiding Plagiarism: Proper citations help to avoid plagiarism by giving credit to the original authors

and creators of the works you reference.

3. Facilitating Research: Clear citations allow readers to locate the sources you used, enabling them to

explore the topic further and verify your claims.

4. Academic Integrity: Adhering to citation guidelines reflects your commitment to academic integrity

and ethical scholarship.

Best Practices for Citing Sources in Art History

When citing sources in art history, it is crucial to follow certain best practices to ensure clarity and

accuracy.

1. Know Your Citation Style

Before you begin writing, familiarize yourself with the specific citation style you will be using. Each

style has unique rules regarding punctuation, formatting, and the types of information required.



2. Keep Detailed Records

Maintain detailed records of all sources you consult during your research. This includes:

- Author(s) names

- Titles of works

- Publication information (publisher, year of publication, etc.)

- Page numbers for specific references

- URLs for online sources

3. Be Consistent

Consistency is key when using a citation style. Ensure that you apply the same formatting,

punctuation, and structure throughout your work. This includes using the same font, size, and spacing

for your references.

4. Use Citation Management Tools

Consider using citation management software such as Zotero, EndNote, or Mendeley. These tools can

help you organize your sources, generate citations, and format your bibliography according to your

chosen style.

5. Pay Attention to Details

When formatting citations, small details matter. Be sure to:

- Italicize titles of books, journals, and artworks as required by the citation style.



- Use quotation marks for titles of articles or essays.

- Include all necessary information to allow readers to locate the source.

Common Challenges in Art History Citation

Citing sources in art history can present unique challenges due to the nature of the materials being

referenced. Here are some common issues and how to address them:

1. Citing Visual Materials

Art historians often cite visual materials such as paintings, sculptures, and photographs. When citing

these works, it is essential to include:

- The artist's name

- Title of the artwork (italicized)

- Date of creation

- Medium (e.g., oil on canvas)

- Dimensions (if relevant)

- Location (e.g., museum or collection)

Example (Chicago style):

- Vincent van Gogh, Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas, 73.7 cm × 92.1 cm, Museum of Modern Art,

New York.

2. Citing Unpublished Works

When citing unpublished works, such as theses or dissertations, provide as much information as



possible, including the author's name, title, year, and institution.

Example (MLA style):

- Smith, John. "The Evolution of Impressionism." Master's thesis, University of Art History, 2020.

3. Citing Online Sources

With the increasing availability of online resources, it is vital to provide complete citation information,

including the URL and the date you accessed the material.

Example (CAA style):

- Jones, Emily. "The Influence of Surrealism on Modern Art." Art History Online. Last modified March

15, 2023. www.arthistoryonline.com/surrealism.

Conclusion

Art history citation style is an integral part of scholarly writing within the discipline. Understanding the

various citation styles, their importance, and the best practices for citing sources can significantly

enhance the quality and credibility of your work. By adhering to accurate citation methods, you

contribute to the ongoing dialogue within the field and uphold the values of academic integrity and

ethical scholarship. Whether you are a student, researcher, or professional in art history, mastering

citation practices will empower you to communicate your ideas effectively and engage meaningfully

with the vast body of art historical knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is art history citation style?

Art history citation style refers to the specific formatting and referencing guidelines used in academic

writing within the field of art history. This style typically follows conventions that help scholars attribute

sources accurately and maintain academic integrity.

Which citation styles are commonly used in art history?

The most commonly used citation styles in art history are Chicago Manual of Style (Notes and

Bibliography), MLA (Modern Language Association), and APA (American Psychological Association),

with Chicago being particularly favored for its comprehensive guidelines on visual material.

How do I format a bibliography in art history citation style?

In art history citation style, a bibliography entry typically includes the author's name, title of the work,

publication information, and details about the medium or format. For example: Last Name, First Name.

Title of Work. Publisher, Year of Publication.

What is the importance of proper citation in art history?

Proper citation in art history is crucial as it allows scholars to credit original artists and researchers,

provides a framework for academic discourse, and helps avoid plagiarism by clearly delineating

between one's own ideas and those sourced from others.

Can I use images in my art history papers without citing them?

No, images used in art history papers must be cited appropriately. This includes providing information

on the artist, title, date, medium, and source of the image to ensure proper attribution and respect for

copyright.

How do I cite an online art gallery in art history citation style?

To cite an online art gallery, include the artist's name, title of the artwork, the name of the gallery, the

URL, and the date accessed. For example: Artist's Last Name, First Name. Title of Artwork. Name of

Gallery, URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.



What are some common mistakes to avoid in art history citation?

Common mistakes include failing to provide full citation details, incorrect formatting, not citing images

or artworks, and inconsistent use of citation style throughout the paper. Always double-check against

the specific guidelines of the chosen citation style.

Are there specific citation tools recommended for art history?

Yes, tools like Zotero and EndNote can be helpful for organizing citations and generating

bibliographies in art history. Additionally, many citation generators support specific styles, including

Chicago and MLA.

How do I cite a museum exhibition in art history citation style?

To cite a museum exhibition, include the exhibition title, the name of the museum, location, dates of

the exhibition, and any relevant curators. For example: 'Title of Exhibition.' Museum Name, City, State,

Month Day, Year – Month Day, Year.
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