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Arranged marriage is a topic that has intrigued and sometimes perplexed the
modern world, especially within the context of Indian culture. In her
poignant work, "Arranged Marriage," Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni explores the
intricacies, challenges, and emotional landscapes surrounding the concept of
arranged marriages. This collection of short stories delves into the lives of
Indian women navigating traditional expectations while grappling with their



personal desires and aspirations. Through her vivid storytelling, Divakaruni
sheds light on the complexities of love, family, and cultural identity,
making the book both a celebration of heritage and a critique of societal
norms.

Understanding Arranged Marriages in Context

Arranged marriages have been a long-standing tradition in many cultures,
particularly in South Asia. The practice often involves families playing a
central role in selecting a life partner for their children, typically based
on factors such as social status, economic stability, and cultural
compatibility.

The Historical Background

1. Cultural Roots: Arranged marriages have deep cultural roots, often tied to
the importance of family and community in Indian society. The idea is that
families know better what is suitable for their children.

2. Changing Dynamics: Over the years, the dynamics of arranged marriages have
changed, with increasing acceptance of love marriages. However, many families
still prefer the traditional route.

3. Influence of Globalization: With globalization, there has been a blending
of cultures, leading to a new form of arranged marriages that may include
more input from the individuals involved.

The Role of Women in Arranged Marriages

In "Arranged Marriage," Divakaruni focuses on the experiences of women,
highlighting their struggles and resilience. The narratives often reflect:

- Societal Expectations: Women are frequently expected to conform to
traditional roles, prioritizing family honor and expectations over personal
happiness.

- Personal Agency: Many of the characters grapple with their desires for
autonomy and self-determination within the confines of arranged marriages.

- Emotional Journeys: The stories depict various emotional journeys, from
acceptance and adaptation to rebellion and self-discovery.



Key Themes in "Arranged Marriage" by Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni

Divakaruni's collection of stories touches on several recurring themes that
resonate with readers, both within and outside the Indian cultural context.

Cultural Identity and Conflict

1. Navigating Dual Identities: Characters often find themselves caught
between their traditional upbringing and modern influences. This duality can
create tension as they try to honor their heritage while seeking personal
fulfillment.

2. Immigrant Experience: Many stories reflect the experiences of immigrants,
exploring how arranged marriages are perceived and practiced in foreign
lands. The challenges of maintaining cultural identity while integrating into
a new society are prevalent.

Love and Sacrifice

- Love’s Complexity: Divakaruni illustrates that love in the context of
arranged marriages is not always straightforward. The characters often face
dilemmas where they must choose between familial obligations and personal
desires.

- Sacrifice for Family: Many stories depict the sacrifices that women make
for their families, highlighting the conflicts between personal happiness and
the responsibilities placed upon them.

Empowerment and Independence

1. Finding Voice: Several protagonists embark on journeys of self-discovery,
seeking to assert their voices and make choices that reflect their true
selves.

2. Breaking Traditions: Some characters challenge the status quo, pushing
back against the rigid structures of arranged marriages to pursue paths that
align with their aspirations.

Character Analysis in "Arranged Marriage"



The characters in Divakaruni's stories are richly developed, each
representing a unique perspective on the theme of arranged marriage.

Key Characters

1. The Traditionalist: Often a mother or elder, this character embodies the
traditional values of arranged marriage, viewing it as a means to preserve
family honor and social status.

2. The Rebel: A younger character who questions the validity of arranged
marriages, seeking to break free from societal expectations and carve her own
path.

3. The Compromiser: This character often finds herself caught in the middle,
trying to balance her family's wishes with her own dreams, reflecting the
internal conflict many women face.

Character Development

- Growth Arcs: Throughout the stories, characters experience significant
growth, often moving from a place of compliance to one of empowerment.

- Relatable Struggles: Readers can relate to the characters’ struggles,
making their journeys compelling and authentic.

Literary Techniques in "Arranged Marriage"

Divakaruni employs various literary techniques that enhance the emotional
depth and thematic richness of her stories.

Symbolism and Imagery

- Cultural Symbols: Divakaruni utilizes cultural symbols such as weddings,
traditional clothing, and family gatherings to ground her stories in the rich
tapestry of Indian culture.

- Imagery of Conflict: The imagery often reflects the internal and external
conflicts faced by the characters, using metaphors that resonate with their
emotional states.



Narrative Style

- First-Person Perspective: Many stories are told from a first-person
perspective, allowing readers to intimately experience the characters'
thoughts and feelings.

- Vivid Descriptions: Divakaruni's use of vivid descriptions brings scenes to
life, creating a strong sense of place and cultural context.

Conclusion: The Relevance of "Arranged
Marriage" Today

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's "Arranged Marriage" remains a relevant
exploration of the complexities surrounding the concept of arranged marriages
in contemporary society. As cultural norms evolve, the stories serve as a
reminder of the delicate balance between tradition and modernity. They
highlight the ongoing struggles of women who navigate these complexities,
seeking to assert their identity while honoring their heritage.

In a globalized world where relationships are increasingly fluid, the
insights gleaned from Divakaruni's work resonate with readers from diverse
backgrounds. The collection not only provides a window into the world of
arranged marriages but also invites reflection on broader themes of love,
sacrifice, and the pursuit of personal happiness. As readers engage with the
characters and their journeys, they are encouraged to consider the
intersections of culture, identity, and individual agency—making "Arranged
Marriage" a timeless piece of literature that continues to inspire dialogue
and introspection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes of 'Arranged Marriage'
by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni?
The central themes include the complexities of arranged marriages, cultural
identity, the struggles of immigrant women, and the quest for personal
freedom and love.

How does Divakaruni portray the role of women in
arranged marriages?
Divakaruni portrays women in arranged marriages as multifaceted individuals
who navigate societal expectations, personal desires, and the challenges of
balancing tradition with modernity.



What narrative style does Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
use in 'Arranged Marriage'?
Divakaruni employs a lyrical and evocative narrative style, often using
first-person perspectives to provide intimate insights into the characters'
emotions and experiences.

How does the setting influence the stories in
'Arranged Marriage'?
The setting often shifts between India and the United States, highlighting
the cultural contrasts and the characters' struggles with their identities in
a bicultural context.

What is the significance of the title 'Arranged
Marriage'?
The title signifies not only the literal arrangement of marriages in South
Asian culture but also symbolizes the broader themes of choice, obligation,
and the search for love within societal frameworks.

How does 'Arranged Marriage' address the theme of
love versus duty?
The book explores the tension between love and duty by depicting characters
who grapple with their feelings for their partners against the backdrop of
familial expectations and cultural norms.

In what ways do the stories in 'Arranged Marriage'
reflect the immigrant experience?
The stories reflect the immigrant experience by showcasing the challenges of
cultural assimilation, the longing for home, and the impact of traditional
values on personal relationships in a new environment.

What impact has 'Arranged Marriage' had on
discussions about South Asian culture in literature?
The book has significantly contributed to discussions about South Asian
culture by providing authentic voices and narratives that challenge
stereotypes, offering a nuanced view of the complexities of arranged
marriages and women's lives.
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Explore the themes of love and tradition in "Arranged Marriage" by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.
Discover how cultural nuances shape relationships. Learn more!
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