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Arkansas LPN Scope of Practice

The scope of practice for Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) in Arkansas is a critical aspect of the
nursing profession that delineates the responsibilities and limitations of LPNs in delivering patient
care. Understanding this scope ensures that LPNs can operate within legal boundaries while providing
safe and effective nursing care. This article will explore the Arkansas LPN scope of practice, including
the educational requirements, roles and responsibilities, limitations, and the regulatory framework
that governs LPNs in the state.



Understanding LPNs in Arkansas

Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) are essential members of the healthcare team, providing basic
nursing care under the supervision of Registered Nurses (RNs) and physicians. In Arkansas, LPNs must
adhere to specific guidelines and regulations that define their practice, ensuring they deliver care that
meets the standards of the nursing profession.

Educational Requirements

Before practicing as an LPN in Arkansas, individuals must complete the following educational
requirements:

1. Accredited Nursing Program: Aspiring LPNs must graduate from a state-approved practical nursing
program. These programs typically take about 12 to 18 months to complete and include both
classroom instruction and clinical practice.

2. NCLEX-PN Examination: After completing the nursing program, candidates must pass the National
Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN) to obtain licensure.

3. State Licensure: Following successful completion of the NCLEX-PN, candidates must apply for an

LPN license from the Arkansas State Board of Nursing (ASBN). This involves submitting an application,
providing proof of education, and passing a criminal background check.

Roles and Responsibilities of LPNs in Arkansas

The primary role of LPNs in Arkansas encompasses various duties that focus on patient care. The
following are key responsibilities that fall within the LPN scope of practice:

1. Basic Patient Care: LPNs provide essential patient care, including assisting with daily living
activities such as bathing, dressing, and feeding patients.

2. Monitoring Patient Health: LPNs are responsible for monitoring patients’ vital signs, observing their
health status, and reporting any significant changes to the supervising RN or physician.

3. Medication Administration: LPNs can administer medications, including oral, topical, and injectable
medications. However, they must follow established protocols and guidelines.

4. Wound Care: LPNs are trained to perform basic wound care, including cleaning and dressing
wounds, as well as monitoring for signs of infection.

5. Assisting in Procedures: LPNs often assist RNs and physicians during medical procedures, providing
support and ensuring patient comfort.

6. Patient Education: LPNs can provide education to patients and their families regarding health
conditions, medication management, and wellness strategies.



7. Documentation: Accurate documentation of patient care and progress is vital. LPNs are responsible
for maintaining up-to-date patient records.

Limitations of LPN Practice

While LPNs play a significant role in healthcare, there are limitations to their practice in Arkansas.
Understanding these limitations is essential to avoid overstepping the boundaries of their licensure:

1. Supervision Required: LPNs must work under the supervision of RNs or physicians. They cannot
independently perform assessments or make nursing diagnoses.

2. Complex Procedures: LPNs are generally not permitted to perform complex nursing procedures that
require advanced training or critical thinking skills, such as intravenous (IV) therapy or blood
transfusions, unless specifically trained and supervised.

3. Patient Assessments: LPNs cannot conduct comprehensive patient assessments or develop nursing
care plans. These tasks are reserved for RNs.

4. Mental Health Care: LPNs are limited in providing care for patients with complex mental health
issues and may require additional training or certification for certain tasks.

5. Certain Medications: While LPNs can administer medications, they may not have the authority to
administer certain high-risk medications or controlled substances without appropriate supervision.

Regulatory Framework Governing LPNs in Arkansas

The practice of LPNs in Arkansas is regulated by the Arkansas State Board of Nursing (ASBN). This
regulatory body establishes the rules and guidelines that govern nursing practices in the state. Key
elements of the regulatory framework include:

1. Nurse Practice Act: The Arkansas Nurse Practice Act outlines the legal requirements for nursing
practice in the state, including the scope of practice for LPNs. The Act is designed to protect the public
by ensuring that nurses meet specific educational and professional standards.

2. Continuing Education: LPNs are required to complete continuing education to maintain their
licensure. This ensures that they stay current with the latest practices and advancements in the
nursing field.

3. Disciplinary Actions: The ASBN has the authority to take disciplinary action against LPNs who
violate the standards of practice or engage in unprofessional conduct. This may include revoking or
suspending a nursing license.

4. Scope of Practice Updates: The scope of practice for LPNs can evolve over time, influenced by
changes in healthcare delivery, technology, and the needs of the population. LPNs should stay
informed about any updates to their scope of practice by regularly reviewing ASBN communications.



Advancing the LPN Role in Arkansas

As the healthcare landscape continues to evolve, LPNs in Arkansas have opportunities to expand their
roles through additional education and certification. Some pathways include:

1. Specialization: LPNs can pursue specialization in areas such as geriatrics, pediatrics, or wound care,
enhancing their skills and marketability.

2. Transition to RN: Many LPNs opt to further their education by enrolling in LPN-to-RN bridge
programs, allowing them to take on more advanced roles and responsibilities in nursing.

3. Leadership Roles: With experience and further education, LPNs may take on leadership roles in
healthcare settings, such as charge nurse or supervisor positions.

Conclusion

In summary, the Arkansas LPN scope of practice is well-defined, outlining the responsibilities,
limitations, and regulatory requirements that govern LPNs in the state. By understanding this scope,
LPNs can provide safe and effective patient care while remaining compliant with legal and
professional standards. Continued education and professional development are crucial for LPNs to
adapt to the changing healthcare environment and advance their careers in nursing. As healthcare
needs evolve, so too will the roles and opportunities available to LPNs in Arkansas, making their
contributions to patient care more vital than ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the scope of practice for LPNs in Arkansas?

In Arkansas, LPNs (Licensed Practical Nurses) can provide basic nursing care, administer medications,
perform sterile procedures, and assist in patient assessments under the supervision of a registered
nurse or physician.

Can LPNs in Arkansas perform IV therapy?

Yes, LPNs in Arkansas can perform IV therapy, but they must complete an approved IV therapy
training program and be certified to do so.

Are LPNs allowed to supervise nursing assistants in Arkansas?

Yes, LPNs can supervise nursing assistants and other unlicensed personnel within their scope of
practice.

What medications can LPNs administer in Arkansas?

LPNs in Arkansas can administer medications prescribed by authorized healthcare providers, including
oral, topical, and injectable medications, except for certain IV medications unless certified.



Do LPNs in Arkansas have the authority to perform
assessments?

LPNs can perform basic patient assessments, but they are required to report their findings to a
supervising RN or physician for further evaluation.

What are the continuing education requirements for LPNs in
Arkansas?

LPNs in Arkansas are required to complete 15 hours of continuing education every two years to
maintain their license.

Can LPNs in Arkansas work in specialized areas such as
pediatrics or geriatrics?

Yes, LPNs can work in specialized areas such as pediatrics, geriatrics, and long-term care, provided
they have received appropriate training and supervision.

What is the role of an LPN in a healthcare team in Arkansas?

LPNs in Arkansas serve as essential members of the healthcare team, providing patient care, assisting
with procedures, and collaborating with RNs and physicians.

Are LPNs in Arkansas allowed to perform wound care?

Yes, LPNs can perform wound care, including dressing changes and monitoring for signs of infection,
under the supervision of a healthcare provider.

What is the process for LPNs in Arkansas to advance their
practice or education?

LPNs in Arkansas can advance their practice by pursuing further education, such as enrolling in an RN
program, and obtaining additional certifications relevant to their practice area.
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