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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY IS A CRUCIAL TOOL FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE, AS IT
SERVES TO CLARIFY AND REINFORCE THE UNDERSTANDING OF ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY.
THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION FUNCTIONED AS THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, PROVIDING A
FRAMEWORK FOR GOVERNANCE FROM 1781 To 1789. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO DELVE INTO THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION,
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, THEIR LIMITATIONS, AND HOW A WORKSHEET AND ITS ANSWER KEY CAN FACILITATE LEARNING ABOUT THIS
PIVOTAL PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

UNDERSTANDING THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION WERE ADOPTED BY THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS IN 1777 AND RATIFIED IN 178 1. THEY
ESTABLISHED A CONFEDERATION OF SOVEREIGN STATES AND A WEAK CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAD LIMITED AUTHORITY.
THIS FRAMEWORK WAS BORN OUT OF A DESIRE FOR INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITISH RULE AND A RELUCTANCE TO CREATE A STRONG
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT THAT COULD POTENTIALLY LEAD TO TYRANNY.

Key FEATURES OF THE ARTICLES

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION INCLUDED SEVERAL NOTABLE FEATURES:

1. SOVEREIGNTY OF STATES: EACH STATE RETAINED ITS INDEPENDENCE AND HAD THE POWER TO GOVERN ITSELF. THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT HAD NO POWER OVER THE STATES.

2. UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE: THE CONGRESS CONSISTED OF A SINGLE HOUSE IN WHICH EACH STATE HAD ONE VOTE,
REGARDLESS OF ITS POPULATION.

3. LiMmiTeD Powers oF CoNGRESS: CONGRESS HAD THE AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DECLARE WAR, AND MAKE



TREATIES, BUT IT COULD NOT LEVY TAXES OR REGULATE COMMERCE.

4. No EXecUTIVE BRANCH: THERE WAS NO PRESIDENT OR EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO ENFORCE LAWS, LEADING TO DIFFICULTIES IN
GOVERNANCE.

5. AMENDMENTS REQUIRED UNANIMOUS CONSENT: ANY CHANGES TO THE ARTICLES REQUIRED THE APPROVAL OF ALL THIRTEEN
STATES, MAKING IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO AMEND THEM.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ARTICLES

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. THEY
PROVIDED ESSENTIAL GOVERNANCE DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY W AR AND HELPED UNIFY THE COLONIES AGAINST BRITAIN.
ADDITIONALLY, THEY SERVED AS A STEPPING STONE TOWARDS THE CREATION OF THE CURRENT U.S. CONSTITUTION.
HO\WEVER, THE WEAKNESSES INHERENT IN THE ARTICLES MADE IT CLEAR THAT A MORE ROBUST FRAMEWORK WAS NECESSARY.
THE INABILITY TO RAISE REVENUE, REGULATE TRADE, OR ENFORCE LAWS LED TO ECONOMIC TURMOIL AND INTERNAL STRIFE,

CULMINATING IN EVENTS SUCH AS SHAYS' REBELLION IN 17 86. THIS UPRISING HIGHLIGHTED THE INADEQUACIES OF THE ARTICLES
AND ULTIMATELY PROMPTED CALLS FOR A STRONGER NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.

CREATING A W/ ORKSHEET ON THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

A WORKSHEET ON THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION CAN HELP STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH THIS HISTORICAL DOCUMENT, ASSESS
THEIR UNDERSTANDING, AND PREPARE FOR FURTHER STUDY. BELOW ARE SOME SUGGESTED COMPONENTS TO INCLUDE IN A
W ORKSHEET.

\X/ orkSHEET COMPONENTS

- MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS: ASSESS KNOWLEDGE ON SPECIFIC FACTS ABOUT THE ARTICLES.

- TRUE OR FALSE STATEMENTS: ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING REGARDING THE POWERS GRANTED BY THE ARTICLES.
- SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: ALLOW STUDENTS TO ELABORATE ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ARTICLES AND THEIR
LIMITATIONS.

- FILL-IN-THE-BLANK: FOCUS ON KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS RELATED TO THE ARTICLES.

HERE’S AN EXAMPLE OF A \WORKSHEET STRUCTURE:

1. MuLTIPLE CHOICE: \W/HAT YEAR WERE THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION RATIFIED?
o A) 1776
o B)1781
0 C) 1789

0o D) 1791

2. TRUE orR FALSE: THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION ESTABLISHED A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.
3. SHORT ANSWER: WHAT WERE TWO MAJOR WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

4. FiLL-IN-THE-BLANK: THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION REQUIRED CONSENT FROM ALL STATES TO AMEND



THE DOCUMENT.

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION \X/ ORKSHEET ANSWER KEY

AN ANSWER KEY IS ESSENTIAL FOR EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS TO VERIFY THE ACCURACY OF THEIR RESPONSES. BELOW IS A
SAMPLE ANSWER KEY CORRESPONDING TO THE WORKSHEET COMPONENTS MENTIONED.

SAMPLE ANSWER KEY

1. MuLTipLE CHolce: B) 1781
2. TRUE orR FALSE: FALSE

3. SHORT ANSWER: TWO MAJOR WEAKNESSES INCLUDE THE INABILITY TO LEVY TAXES AND THE LACK OF A NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE.

4. FILL-IN-THE-BLANK: UNANIMOUS

TEACHING STRATEGIES FOR THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

W/HEN TEACHING ABOUT THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, IT’S IMPORTANT TO EMPLOY VARIOUS STRATEGIES TO ENGAGE
STUDENTS AND DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING. HERE ARE A FEW EFFECTIVE APPROACHES:

DiscussioN AND DEBATE

ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO DISCUSS AND DEBATE THE MERITS AND DRAWBACKS OF THE ARTICLES. DIVIDE THE CLASS INTO
GROUPS REPRESENTING DIFFERENT STATES AND HAVE THEM ARGUE FROM THEIR ASSIGNED STATE’S PERSPECTIVE REGARDING THE
ARTICLES' EFFECTIVENESS.

SIMULATION ACTIVITIES

CREATE A SIMULATION WHERE STUDENTS MUST OPERATE AS THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS UNDER THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION. ASSIGN THEM ROLES AND PRESENT CHALLENGES THAT REQUIRE THEM TO SOLVE PROBLEMS WHILE ADHERING TO
THE LIMITATIONS OF THE ARTICLES.

ReseArRCH PrOJECTS

ASSIGN STUDENTS TO RESEARCH SPECIFIC EVENTS OR FIGURES RELATED TO THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, SUCH AS SHAYS'
REBELLION OR KEY ADVOCATES FOR AND AGAINST THE ARTICLES. THIS CAN HELP THEM CONNECT HISTORICAL EVENTS TO THE
BROADER NARRATIVE OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE.



CoNcCLUSION

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY IS MORE THAN JUST A SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE;
IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF UNDERSTANDING THE EARLY GOVERNANCE OF THE UNITED STATES. BY UTILIZING WORKSHEETS
AND ANSWER KEYS, EDUCATORS CAN PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A STRUCTURED APPROACH TO LEARNING ABOUT THIS CRITICAL
PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY. THROUGH ENGAGING ACTIVITIES, DISCUSSIONS, AND RESEARCH PROJECTS, STUDENTS CAN
APPRECIATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND THE LESSONS LEARNED THAT ULTIMATELY SHAPED THE
U.S. ConsTITUTION. UNDERSTANDING THE ARTICLES IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE COMPLEXITIES OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE
AND THE EVOLUTION OF DEMOCRACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION WAS TO ESTABLISH A FRAMEWORK FOR A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
FOLLOWING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, PROVIDING A LOOSE ALLIANCE OF THE THIRTEEN STATES.

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE MAIN WEAKNESSES INCLUDED THE INABILITY TO LEVY TAXES, REGULATE TRADE, OR ENFORCE LAWS, WHICH LED TO
FINANCIAL INSTABILITY AND INEFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE.

How pib THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AFFECT STATE SOVEREIGNTY?

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION GRANTED SIGNIFICANT SOVEREIGNTY TO THE INDIVIDUAL STATES, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF
A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, WHICH LED TO CONFLICTS AND DIFFICULTIES IN NATIONAL DECISION-MAKING.

\WHAT EVENT HIGHLIGHTED THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

SHAYS' REBELLION IN 1786-1787 HIGHLIGHTED THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES, AS IT DEMONSTRATED THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT’S INABILITY TO RESPOND TO CIVIL UNREST AND MAINTAIN ORDER.

WHAT PROCESS WAS FOLLOWED TO REPLACE THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE CoNSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION WAS CONVENED IN 1787 TO ADDRESS THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE ARTICLES,
ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE DRAFTING OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION.

W/HICH cLAUSE IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION EFFECTIVELY REPLACED THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION?

THe SuPreMACY CLAUSE IN ARTICLE VI oF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION EFFECTIVELY REPLACED THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
BY ESTABLISHING THAT THE CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAWS TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER STATE LAWS.

How pip THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION INFLUENCE THE BILL OF RIGHTS?

THE WEAKNESSES AND LACK OF PROTECTIONS UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION HELPED TO INSPIRE THE INCLUSION OF
THE BILL oF RIGHTS IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTIONI ENSURING INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES AND LIMITATIONS ON GOVERNMENT POWER.

\WHAT WAS ONE SIGNIFICANT OUTCOME OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

ONE SIGNIFICANT OUTCOME WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787, WHICH PROVIDED A METHOD
FOR ADMITTING NEW STATES TO THE UNION AND SET A PRECEDENT FOR WESTW ARD EXPANSION.
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Science News | The latest news from all areas of science
Science News features daily news articles, feature stories, reviews and more in all disciplines of
science, as ...

All Topics - Science News
5 days ago - Scientists and journalists share a core belief in questioning, observing and verifying to
reach the ...

Environment | Science News
Jul 21, 2025 - Environment Skyborne specks of life may influence rainfall patterns A study of
weatherona ...

Space - Science News
4 days ago - The Space topic features the latest news in astronomy, cosmology, planetary science, ...

Physics - Science News
4 days ago - The Physics page features the latest news in materials science, quantum physics,
particle physics, ...

Science News | The latest news from all areas of science
Science News features daily news articles, feature stories, reviews and more in all disciplines of
science, as well as Science News magazine archives back to 1924.

All Topics - Science News
5 days ago - Scientists and journalists share a core belief in questioning, observing and verifying to
reach the truth. Science News reports on crucial research and discovery across science ...

Environment | Science News
Jul 21, 2025 - Environment Skyborne specks of life may influence rainfall patterns A study of
weather on a mountain in Greece reveal that bioparticles in the sky may drive fluctuations in ...

Space - Science News
4 days ago - The Space topic features the latest news in astronomy, cosmology, planetary science,
exoplanets, astrobiology and more.

Physics - Science News
4 days ago - The Physics page features the latest news in materials science, quantum physics,
particle physics, and more.

Artificial Intelligence - Science News
5 days ago + A new ‘eye’ may radically change how robots see The system contains a sensor, chip
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and tiny Al model inspired by biological eyes and brains and uses a tenth of the energy of ...

Here are some of the biggest medical advances in 2023
Dec 14, 2023 - Here are some of the biggest medical advances in 2023 New treatments include the
first CRISPR gene-editing therapy, an Alzheimer’s drug and RSV vaccines

Earth - Science News
5 days ago - The Earth topic features the latest news in climate, agriculture, oceans, the
environment and more.

Social media harms teens’ mental health, mounting evidence ...
Feb 20, 2024 - Recent studies suggest a causal link between teen social media use and reduced well-
being. Now, some researchers are looking into possible mechanisms.

Health & Medicine - Science News

4 days ago - Health & Medicine Al is designing proteins that could help treat cancer A team used
generative Al to enhance T cells’ ability to fight melanoma. The immunotherapy approach ...
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