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AS 400 training material is essential for anyone looking to gain proficiency
in IBM's AS/400 system, also known as IBM i. This platform has been a
cornerstone of enterprise computing since its launch in 1988, offering robust
performance, reliability, and security. As businesses continue to leverage
this technology for their operations, the demand for skilled professionals
who understand AS/400 systems is on the rise. This article will explore
various aspects of AS/400 training material, including its benefits, types of
training resources available, and tips for effective learning.

The Importance of AS/400 Training

Understanding the significance of AS/400 training is crucial for both
individuals and organizations. The benefits of investing in quality training
material include:



e Enhanced Skills: Comprehensive training equips individuals with the
necessary skills to operate and manage AS/400 systems efficiently.

e Career Advancement: Knowledge of AS/400 systems is a valuable asset that
can lead to better job opportunities and promotions.

e Increased Productivity: Well-trained employees can perform their tasks
more efficiently, leading to overall productivity improvements.

¢ Reduced Errors: Proper training minimizes the likelihood of errors,
which can be costly for organizations.

Types of AS/400 Training Material

When it comes to AS/400 training, a variety of resources are available to
cater to different learning styles and preferences. Here are some common
types of training materials you might consider:

1. Online Courses

Online courses are one of the most popular methods of learning AS/400. These
courses often include video lectures, quizzes, and downloadable resources.
Some well-known platforms offering AS/400 training include:

— Udemy: Offers a range of courses focusing on various aspects of AS/400,
including RPG programming and system administration.

— Coursera: Provides access to courses from renowned universities and
institutions, often featuring hands-on projects.

— IBM Training: The official IBM training portal offers specialized courses
and certifications tailored to the AS/400 system.

2. Books and eBooks

Books can provide in-depth knowledge and serve as excellent reference
materials. Some recommended titles include:

— “IBM 1 7.2: The New Features” by Julie L. H. McKinnon
- “RPG IV Programmer's Guide” by Bryan Meyers and Dan Riehl
- “The Complete Guide to AS/400” by Patrick M. O’Reilly

You can find these books in both physical and digital formats, making them
accessible for all types of learners.

3. Webinars and Workshops

Many organizations and experts conduct webinars and workshops that focus on
specific AS/400 topics. These interactive sessions can provide immediate
feedback and allow participants to ask questions. Some benefits of attending



webinars include:

— Networking opportunities with industry professionals.
— Access to expert insights and tips.
— The chance to engage in real-time discussions.

4., Forums and Online Communities

Forums and online communities can be invaluable for AS/400 learners. Websites
like Stack Overflow and IBM's developerWorks offer platforms where users can
ask questions, share knowledge, and collaborate on problems. Engaging with
these communities can help you:

— Gain insights from experienced professionals.

— Stay updated on the latest trends and updates.
- Find solutions to specific challenges you may encounter.

Key Topics Covered in AS/400 Training

AS/400 training materials typically cover a wide range of topics. Here are
some essential areas that you should focus on:

1. System Architecture

Understanding the architecture of the AS/400 system is fundamental. This
includes learning about its unique hardware components, operating system, and
database management.

2. RPG Programming

RPG (Report Program Generator) is one of the primary programming languages
for AS/400. Training in RPG programming will cover:

- Basics of RPG syntax and structure.
— File handling and database interaction.
— Advanced programming techniques.

3. System Administration

AS/400 system administration is critical for maintaining the health and
performance of the system. Key training topics include:

- User management and security.
— Backup and recovery procedures.
- Performance monitoring and tuning.



4. Database Management (DB2 for i)

DB2 is the database management system used in AS/400. Training in this area
will focus on:

- Database design and normalization.
- SQL queries and data manipulation.
— Data integrity and security measures.

Tips for Maximizing AS/400 Training

To get the most out of your AS/400 training, consider the following tips:

1. Set Clear Goals

Before you start your training, define your learning objectives. Determine
what specific skills or knowledge you want to acquire and create a roadmap to
achieve those goals.

2. Combine Different Learning Resources

Utilize a mix of training materials. For example, complement online courses
with books for deeper understanding, and engage with forums for real-world
insights.

3. Practice Regularly

Hands-on practice is crucial for mastering AS/400. Set up a test environment
where you can experiment and apply what you’ve learned.

4. Seek Mentorship

If possible, find a mentor who has experience with AS/400 systems. A mentor
can provide guidance, share tips, and help you navigate challenges in your
learning journey.

5. Stay Updated

The technology landscape is always evolving. Keep yourself updated on new
features, best practices, and industry trends by following relevant blogs,
attending webinars, or joining professional organizations.



Conclusion

In summary, investing in AS 400 training material is essential for anyone
looking to excel in this powerful computing platform. With various resources
available, including online courses, books, and community forums, learners
have ample opportunities to acquire the necessary skills. By focusing on key
topics and following practical tips for effective learning, you can position
yourself as a valuable asset to any organization utilizing AS/400 technology.
As the demand for skilled professionals continues to grow, now is the perfect
time to begin your journey into the world of AS/400.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is AS/400 training material typically used for?

AS/400 training material is used to educate users, developers, and IT
professionals on how to effectively operate, program, and manage the IBM
AS/400 system, which is known for its reliability in enterprise environments.

What are the key components covered in AS/400
training?

Key components often include system architecture, programming languages like
RPG and COBOL, database management with DB2, system administration, and
security practices.

Where can I find quality AS/400 training materials?

Quality AS/400 training materials can be found through online platforms like
IBM's official resources, specialized training providers, and community
forums, as well as in textbooks and e-learning courses.

Is prior programming experience necessary for AS/400
training?

While prior programming experience can be beneficial, it is not always
necessary. Many training programs are designed to accommodate beginners and
cover foundational concepts.

What types of learning formats are available for
AS/400 training?

AS/400 training is available in various formats, including online courses,
instructor-led classroom training, webinars, and self-paced learning modules,
catering to different learning preferences.

How can AS/400 training help in career advancement?

AS/400 training can enhance career prospects by equipping individuals with
specialized skills in IBM systems, making them valuable assets in industries
that rely on AS/400 for their operations.
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