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The American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT) Computed Tomography (CT) exam is a
pivotal step for radiologic technologists aiming to specialize in CT imaging. The exam assesses the
knowledge and skills required to perform CT scans effectively and safely. One of the key metrics that
prospective candidates often look at is the ARRT CT exam pass rate. This article delves into various
aspects of the ARRT CT exam pass rate, including its significance, factors influencing it, and
strategies to enhance preparation for the exam.

Understanding the ARRT CT Exam

The ARRT CT exam is designed to evaluate a candidate's proficiency in the principles of computed
tomography. This certification is crucial for technologists who want to demonstrate their expertise in
CT imaging, which is widely used in medical diagnostics.

Exam Structure and Content

The ARRT CT exam consists of multiple-choice questions that cover various topics essential for a
proficient CT technologist. These topics typically include:

1. Image Acquisition: Understanding the mechanisms of CT scanning and how to optimize image
quality.
2. Radiation Safety: Knowledge of radiation physics, dose management, and safety protocols.
3. Patient Care: Best practices for patient handling, comfort, and safety during CT procedures.
4. CT Procedures: Familiarity with different CT techniques, protocols, and indications for imaging.
5. Instrumentations: Understanding the equipment used in CT imaging, including maintenance and
troubleshooting.



The exam is computer-based and consists of 165 questions, of which 150 are scored. Candidates
have a maximum of four hours to complete the exam.

The Importance of Pass Rates

The ARRT CT exam pass rate is a significant indicator of the preparedness of candidates and the
effectiveness of educational programs in radiologic technology. High pass rates can reflect:

- Quality of Educational Programs: Institutions with rigorous training and resources tend to produce
better-prepared candidates.
- Candidate Readiness: A higher pass rate may indicate that candidates are adequately prepared for
the exam, which can be influenced by the quality of study materials and instruction.
- Professional Standards: Monitoring pass rates helps maintain high standards within the profession,
ensuring that only competent individuals are certified.

Current Pass Rate Statistics

As of the latest data available, the pass rate for the ARRT CT exam has shown some fluctuations.
Historically, the pass rate for first-time test-takers hovers around 70% to 80%. Specific statistics
may vary year by year, and it's essential to refer to the ARRT's official reports for the most accurate
and current figures.

- 2019: Approximately 75% of candidates passed on their first attempt.
- 2020: The pass rate dipped slightly to about 73%.
- 2021: A recovery was noted, with a pass rate of around 77%.
- 2022: The first-time pass rate maintained stability at around 76%.

These statistics may vary based on factors such as the candidates' backgrounds, the quality of their
educational programs, and the evolving nature of the examination itself.

Factors Influencing the Pass Rate

Several factors can influence the pass rate of the ARRT CT exam. Understanding these can help
candidates tailor their preparation strategies effectively.

1. Quality of Educational Institutions

The quality of the program from which candidates graduate significantly impacts their pass rates.
Accredited programs often provide:

- Comprehensive coursework that covers all exam topics.
- Access to experienced instructors who can provide valuable insights.
- Clinical practice opportunities that reinforce theoretical knowledge.



2. Study Resources and Preparation Methods

Candidates who utilize varied and effective study resources tend to fare better on the exam. Some
popular preparation methods include:

- Review Courses: Many institutions offer review courses specifically designed for the ARRT CT
exam.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice tests can familiarize candidates with the exam format and
question types.
- Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and retention of information.

3. Personal Commitment and Study Habits

Individual factors such as motivation, study habits, and time management play a crucial role in exam
preparation. Candidates who are disciplined in their study routines often achieve higher pass rates.
Key practices include:

- Setting a study schedule with specific goals.
- Regularly reviewing material over time, rather than cramming.
- Utilizing active learning techniques, such as teaching concepts to others.

Strategies for Success in the ARRT CT Exam

To increase the likelihood of passing the ARRT CT exam, candidates can adopt several effective
strategies.

1. Create a Study Plan

Developing a structured study plan can help candidates cover all necessary material systematically.
A good study plan should include:

- A timeline leading up to the exam date.
- Specific topics to cover each week.
- Scheduled breaks to avoid burnout.

2. Use Quality Study Materials

Investing in high-quality study materials is essential. Recommended resources include:

- ARRT’s official exam content outline.
- Review books that are updated regularly.
- Online resources, including webinars and video tutorials.



3. Take Practice Tests

Taking practice tests is one of the most effective ways to prepare. Practice tests can help candidates:

- Identify strengths and weaknesses in their knowledge.
- Become comfortable with the exam format.
- Improve time management skills during the actual exam.

4. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding. Benefits of study groups include:

- Sharing different perspectives on complex topics.
- Motivating each other to stay on track.
- Discussing challenging questions and concepts.

5. Focus on Test-Taking Strategies

Understanding how to approach multiple-choice questions can greatly influence performance. Key
strategies include:

- Carefully reading each question and all answer choices before selecting.
- Eliminating obviously incorrect answers to increase the odds of guessing correctly.
- Managing time effectively during the exam to ensure all questions are answered.

Conclusion

The ARRT CT exam pass rate serves as a vital indicator of the readiness and competence of
radiologic technologists entering the field of computed tomography. By understanding the factors
that influence pass rates and adopting effective study strategies, candidates can significantly
improve their chances of success. As the healthcare landscape continues to evolve, staying informed
about changes in examination requirements and educational standards will be crucial for aspiring
CT technologists. Ultimately, thorough preparation, dedication, and a commitment to learning will
pave the way for a successful career in this dynamic and rewarding field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current pass rate for the ARRT CT exam?
As of the latest data, the pass rate for the ARRT CT exam typically hovers around 80-90%, but it can
vary by year and cohort.



How can I improve my chances of passing the ARRT CT exam?
To improve your chances, consider taking a review course, studying ARRT's official materials,
practicing with mock exams, and joining study groups.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the ARRT
CT exam?
Recommended resources include ARRT's official study guides, online courses, review books, and
practice exams available from reputable sources.

Are there any specific topics that are frequently tested on the
ARRT CT exam?
Yes, common topics include CT physics, image acquisition, patient care, radiation safety, and cross-
sectional anatomy.

Is there a difference in pass rates between first-time test
takers and repeat test takers for the ARRT CT exam?
Yes, first-time test takers generally have higher pass rates compared to those retaking the exam,
often due to better preparation and familiarity with the exam format.
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