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Anita Blake series in order is a topic that many fans of urban fantasy and horror literature are
eager to explore. Created by author Laurell K. Hamilton, the Anita Blake series has captivated
readers with its unique blend of supernatural elements, strong character development, and intricate
plots. This long-running series follows the titular character, Anita Blake, a vampire hunter,
necromancer, and the go-to person for solving supernatural crimes in St. Louis. If you're looking to
dive into the world of Anita Blake, this article will guide you through the series in order, providing
insights into each installment.

Overview of the Anita Blake Series

The Anita Blake series began in 1993 and has grown to include over twenty novels, short stories, and
anthologies. The books are known for their gothic themes, romantic elements, and intricate world-
building. Anita Blake, the protagonist, is a complex character who navigates her relationships with
various supernatural beings, including vampires, werewolves, and other mythological creatures,
while also confronting her moral dilemmas and personal struggles.



Reading the Anita Blake Series in Order

To fully appreciate the character development and overarching plotlines, it's essential to read the
Anita Blake series in order. Below is a comprehensive list of the books in the series, along with a
brief synopsis of each one.

1. Guilty Pleasures (1993)

In the first book, readers are introduced to Anita Blake, a professional vampire hunter who also
raises the dead. Anita is called upon to investigate a series of vampire-related murders that lead her
into the dark underbelly of St. Louis's supernatural community.

2. The Laughing Corpse (1994)

Anita is hired to raise a corpse for a wealthy client, but the job turns deadly when she discovers that
the corpse has a violent past. This installment delves deeper into Anita's necromancy abilities and
introduces new supernatural creatures.

3. Circus of the Damned (1995)

Anita's life takes a dramatic turn as she encounters a powerful vampire named Alejandro. The story
explores the politics of the vampire community and sets the stage for Anita's complicated
relationships with the undead.

4. The Lunatic Cafe (1996)

In this fourth book, Anita investigates a series of werewolf murders and gains insight into the
complicated dynamics of shapeshifters. This novel further develops Anita's character and her
struggle to balance her human and supernatural sides.

5. Bloody Bones (1996)

Anita travels to Branson, Missouri, to solve a mystery involving missing bodies and a haunted house.
This book combines elements of horror and adventure while deepening Anita's connections with the
supernatural world.

6. The Killing Dance (1997)

As Anita's relationship with vampire Jean-Claude becomes more complicated, she finds herself
caught in a web of vampire politics and danger. This book introduces themes of loyalty and trust.



7. Burnt Offerings (1998)

Anita is forced to confront her past when a powerful vampire seeks revenge. This book explores
themes of power, control, and the consequences of Anita's choices.

8. Blue Moon (1998)

In this thrilling installment, Anita faces off against a group of dangerous vampires while grappling
with her feelings for Jean-Claude. The story raises questions about love and sacrifice.

9. Obsidian Butterfly (2000)

Anita travels to New Mexico to investigate a series of brutal murders linked to a powerful vampire.
This book introduces new characters and deepens the mythology of the series.

10. Narcissus in Chains (2001)

Anita's life becomes even more complicated as she navigates her feelings for multiple supernatural
beings. This book marks a turning point in Anita's personal journey, focusing on themes of sexuality
and identity.

11. Cerulean Sins (2003)

Anita finds herself caught in the middle of a war between supernatural factions. This installment
explores the consequences of power and the moral dilemmas faced by Anita.

12. Incubus Dreams (2004)

Anita's relationships become more complex as she confronts her desires and fears. This book dives
deep into the emotional and psychological aspects of Anita's character.

13. Micah (2006)

This novella focuses on Anita's relationship with Micah, a wereleopard, providing insights into their
bond and the challenges they face together.

14. Danse Macabre (2006)

Anita's life takes a turn when she attends a dance with Jean-Claude, where tensions rise among the
supernatural community. This book explores themes of loyalty and betrayal.

15. The Harlequin (2007)

In this installment, Anita faces an organization of assassins known as the Harlequin. The story delves



into the complexities of power dynamics and the choices Anita must make.

16. Blood Noir (2008)

Anita's relationships are put to the test as she confronts her past and the shadows that haunt her.
This book examines themes of trust and vulnerability.

17. Skin Trade (2009)

Anita investigates a series of murders linked to a skin trade in the supernatural community. This
book highlights issues of exploitation and morality.

18. Flirt (2010)

Focusing on Anita's romantic entanglements, this novella explores her relationships with various
supernatural beings in a light-hearted yet engaging manner.

19. Bullet (2010)

Anita faces a powerful new enemy while struggling to maintain her relationships. This installment
raises questions about loyalty and sacrifice.

20. Hit List (2011)

In this gripping narrative, Anita confronts the complexities of her relationships while dealing with a
deadly threat to her life.

21. Kiss the Dead (2013)

Anita's life takes another dramatic turn when she is drawn into a conspiracy involving powerful
vampires. This book explores themes of power and responsibility.

22. Affliction (2013)

Anita must grapple with her own mortality and the consequences of her choices as she confronts an
ancient evil.

23. Jason (2014)

This novella focuses on Anita's relationship with Jason, a werewolf, providing a deeper
understanding of their bond and the challenges they face.



24. Dead Ice (2015)

Anita investigates a series of supernatural murders tied to a powerful family. This book raises
questions about family ties and loyalty.

25. Crimson Death (2016)

Anita travels to Ireland to confront an ancient evil, exploring themes of history and legacy.

Conclusion

The Anita Blake series in order offers a captivating journey through a richly developed world
filled with supernatural intrigue, romance, and moral complexity. As you immerse yourself in each
book, you'll find that Anita Blake's character evolves, reflecting the struggles and triumphs of a
woman navigating a world filled with danger and desire. Whether you're a longtime fan or a
newcomer to the series, reading the books in order will enhance your understanding and
appreciation of Laurell K. Hamilton's masterful storytelling. So grab a copy of the first book, "Guilty
Pleasures," and step into the thrilling world of Anita Blake.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct reading order for the Anita Blake series?

The correct reading order for the Anita Blake series is: 1. Guilty Pleasures, 2. The Laughing Corpse,
3. Circus of the Damned, 4. The Lunatic Cafe, 5. Bloody Bones, 6. The Killing Dance, 7. Burnt
Offerings, 8. Blue Moon, 9. Obsidian Butterfly, 10. Narcissus in Chains, 11. Incubus Dreams, 12.
Micah, 13. Danse Macabre, 14. The Harlequin, 15. Blood Noir, 16. Skin Trade, 17. Flirt, 18. Bullet,
19. Hit List, 20. Kiss the Dead, 21. Affliction, 22. Blood Tryst, and 23. Serpentine.

How many books are in the Anita Blake series as of October
2023?

As of October 2023, there are 23 main books in the Anita Blake series.

Is there a recommended order to read the Anita Blake series
for new readers?

Yes, new readers should follow the publication order starting with 'Guilty Pleasures' to better
understand character development and plot progression.

What themes are prevalent in the Anita Blake series?

The Anita Blake series explores themes such as morality, sexuality, power dynamics, and the
complexities of human and supernatural relationships.



Are there any short stories or novellas related to the Anita
Blake series?

Yes, there are several short stories and novellas that accompany the Anita Blake series, often found
in collections or as extras in special editions.

Who is the author of the Anita Blake series?

The Anita Blake series is written by author Laurell K. Hamilton.

What genre does the Anita Blake series belong to?

The Anita Blake series falls under the urban fantasy genre, with elements of horror and romance.

Does the Anita Blake series have a specific reading audience?

While the series appeals to a wide range of readers, it is primarily targeted towards adults due to its
mature themes and content.

What is the main character's profession in the Anita Blake
series?

The main character, Anita Blake, is a vampire hunter and necromancer, working as an animator who
raises the dead.
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Discover the complete Anita Blake series in order! Dive into the thrilling adventures of this iconic
vampire hunter. Learn more to start your journey today!
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