Angle Of Repose By Wallace Stegner

ANGLE
OF R E P GOSN

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

WALLAGE

“Cause fi slebration. . .. A ith an amplitude of

and richness of detail alt contemporary fiction.”

Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner is a profound exploration of life, relationships, and
the complexities of the American West. Published in 1971, this Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel delves into the intricacies of human existence against the backdrop of the rugged
and often unforgiving landscape of the western United States. Through the lens of
historical narrative and rich character development, Stegner crafts a story that resonates
with themes of love, ambition, and the quest for identity.



Overview of the Novel

Angle of Repose tells the story of Lyman Ward, a retired historian who becomes
wheelchair-bound and seeks to uncover the history of his grandparents’ lives through their
letters and documents. The narrative oscillates between Lyman's present-day reflections
and the vivid past of his grandparents, Susan and Oliver, who navigated the challenges of
life in the late 19th century.

Key Themes

The novel is rich with multiple themes that invite readers to ponder their implications.
Here are some of the most significant themes:

e The Search for Identity: Lyman’s journey is not just a physical exploration of his
grandparents’ lives but also a quest for understanding his own identity and place in
the world.

e Nature and the Environment: Stegner paints a vivid picture of the American West,
using the landscape as a character that influences the people living within it.

e Love and Relationships: The dynamics between Lyman, his grandparents, and his
estranged wife reveal the complexities of love, highlighting both its beauty and its
challenges.

e Historical Context: Stegner intertwines historical events with personal narratives,
offering readers a glimpse into the societal changes that shaped the American West.

The Significance of the Title

The title, "Angle of Repose," refers to the maximum angle at which a pile of loose material
such as sand or gravel can stand without collapsing. This concept serves as a metaphor for
the characters’ lives and struggles, symbolizing the delicate balance they must maintain to
find stability amid chaos. Just as the angle of repose is critical for physical structures, the
characters in the novel grapple with their personal balances, seeking stability in
relationships and life choices.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial to appreciating the depth of Stegner's narrative.
Here are the primary characters who drive the story:



1. Lyman Ward: The protagonist and narrator, Lyman is a historian who reflects on his
past and the lives of his grandparents. His physical limitations prompt a deep
introspection about relationships and the passage of time.

2. Susan Burling Ward: Lyman’s grandmother, a strong-willed woman whose letters
reveal her struggles as a pioneer in a male-dominated society. Her artistic
aspirations and personal sacrifices are central to the narrative.

3. Oliver Ward: Lyman’s grandfather, a mining engineer who embodies the rugged
spirit of the American West. His relationship with Susan is complex, marked by love,
ambition, and disappointment.

4. Fonda: Lyman’s estranged wife, whose presence in his memories adds another layer
to his exploration of love and loss.

Literary Style and Techniques

Wallace Stegner’s writing style in Angle of Repose is characterized by its lyrical prose and
deep philosophical underpinnings. Several literary techniques enhance the narrative:

1. Epistolary Elements

The use of letters between Susan and Oliver allows readers to witness their thoughts and
emotions firsthand. This technique fosters a more intimate connection with the characters,
as their vulnerabilities and aspirations are laid bare.

2. Flashbacks

The narrative structure alternates between Lyman's present and his grandparents' past,
creating a rich tapestry that reveals how history shapes identity. This technique also
emphasizes the cyclical nature of struggle and resilience in human life.

3. Vivid Imagery

Stegner’s descriptions of the American landscape are both beautiful and evocative. The
setting is not merely a backdrop but a living entity that influences the characters’
experiences and choices. Through his keen observations, readers can visualize the rugged
terrain and harsh climates that define the environment.



The Impact of Angle of Repose

Since its publication, Angle of Repose has left an indelible mark on American literature,
earning a place as a classic. The novel is celebrated not only for its storytelling but also for
its exploration of complex themes relevant to the human experience.

1. Critical Acclaim

Upon its release, the novel received widespread praise for its narrative depth and
character development. It won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1972, solidifying Stegner's
reputation as a masterful storyteller.

2. Influence on Contemporary Literature

Stegner’s work has influenced numerous contemporary writers, particularly those
exploring themes of place, identity, and the interplay between humans and their
environments. His narrative style and thematic focus can be seen in the works of authors
such as Annie Proulx and Kent Haruf.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner is a timeless exploration of human
relationships, identity, and the American landscape. Through its rich characters and
profound themes, the novel invites readers to reflect on their own lives and the intricate
web of history that shapes them. As Lyman Ward navigates the complexities of his family’s
past, readers are encouraged to consider their own angles of repose—those moments of
balance amid the inevitable challenges of life. Whether you are a seasoned reader of
American literature or new to Stegner's work, Angle of Repose offers a rewarding and
thought-provoking experience that lingers long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Angle of Repose' by Wallace
Stegner?

The main theme of 'Angle of Repose' revolves around the exploration of the American
West, the complexities of human relationships, and the struggle for personal and artistic
fulfillment.



Who are the primary characters in 'Angle of Repose'?

The primary characters in 'Angle of Repose' are Lyman Ward, a wheelchair-bound
historian, and his grandparents, Oliver and Susan Whitman, whose lives and struggles are
chronicled through Lyman's research.

How does Wallace Stegner use the concept of 'angle of
repose' in the novel?

Wallace Stegner uses the concept of 'angle of repose' as a metaphor for stability and
balance in life, reflecting how characters navigate their desires, relationships, and the
harsh realities of the Western landscape.

What historical context does 'Angle of Repose' provide
about the American West?

The novel provides a historical context of the American West during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, depicting the challenges of pioneering life, the impact of
industrialization, and the evolving social dynamics of the time.

What literary techniques does Stegner employ in 'Angle
of Repose'?

Stegner employs a mix of narrative techniques, including flashbacks, epistolary elements,
and detailed descriptions of the landscape, to create a rich and immersive storytelling
experience.

What role does nature play in 'Angle of Repose'?

Nature plays a significant role in 'Angle of Repose,' serving as both a backdrop and a
character in itself, influencing the lives and decisions of the characters and symbolizing
the beauty and harshness of the frontier.

Why is 'Angle of Repose' considered a classic of
American literature?

'‘Angle of Repose' is considered a classic of American literature due to its deep character
development, rich thematic exploration of identity and place, and its poignant reflection
on the American experience in the West.
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IBEROSTAR WAVES GAVIOTAS PARK - Updated 2025 Reviews ... - Tripadvisor

Book Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, Canary Islands on Tripadvisor: See 2,165 traveller reviews,
2,270 candid photos, and great deals for Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, ranked #59 of 1,254 hotels
in The Canary Islands and rated 4 of 5 at Tripadvisor.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park

This is the new experience for families and couples at our renovated Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park
hotel (formerly Iberostar Playa Gaviotas Park), where quality, fun, sustainability and comfort come
together to create unforgettable memories. Rest on a sunlounger or enjoy a dip in one of our five
pools, ideal at any time of the year.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park - Jandia hotels | Jet2holidays
Jet2holidays offer ATOL protected package holidays at Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park. Book your
Jet2holiday including flights, accommodation and transfers for just £60pp deposit.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park - On the Beach

Book a stay at the Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park in Playa De Jandia, Fuerteventura with On the
Beach. Deposits from £30pp. Looking for the best hotel deals in Playa De Jandia? Try our holiday
finder. ATOL protected

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, Playa de Jandia - easy]Jet
Book your holiday to the Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park in Playa De Jandia, Fuerteventura from just
£60pp and luggage included.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park - Thomas Cook

Enjoy Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, newly renovated in 2024. Its a family hotel located in front of
the spectacular JANDIA BEACH f Nightlife, shops and bars can be found in the vicinity, and the
charming fishing village of Morro del Jable is just 3. 5 km away. The hotel is built around 5 outdoor
swimming pools bathed in year-round sunshine. The hotel has a full spa where guests can let ...

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, Morro del Jable, Spain

Iberostar Waves Playa Gaviotas Park is built around 3 outdoor swimming pools bathed in year-round
sunshine. Around these pools you will find sun loungers, where you can work on your tan in comfort.
Relax even more at the Spa Sensations - an area featuring a sauna, Turkish bath, hot tub and
massage Services.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park - Tripadvisor

Book Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, Canary Islands on Tripadvisor: See 2,166 traveler reviews,
2,270 candid photos, and great deals for Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, ranked #59 of 1,254 hotels
in The Canary Islands and rated 4 of 5 at Tripadvisor.

Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park, Playa Jandia - lastminute.com
Secure top deals today: Book at the Iberostar Waves Gaviotas Park in Playa Jandia for your next
holiday at unbeatable prices and save with lastminute.com.

Iberostar Playa Gaviotas Park - All Inclusive - Jandia

This family hotel has a privileged location facing a beautiful 25 km beach. Nightlife, shops and bars
can be found in the vicinity, and the charming fishing village of Morro del Jable is just 3.5 km away.
The hotel is built around 3 outdoor swimming pools bathed in year-round sunshine. The hotel has a
full spa where guests can let themselves flow in a wave of relaxation. This is an ideal place ...



City Council July, 2025 Zoning Approvals: 4,600+ Units North and ...
3 days ago - 240-242 Finch Avenue West City Council adopted amendments to the Zoning By-law for
240-242 Finch Avenue West, a 4-storey purpose-built rental building designed by CMV ...

Apartment for rent at 623 Finch Avenue West - H&R Property ...
623 Finch Ave West provides residents with an amazing rental experience in a wonderful
community. With an on-site daycare, convenient access to the TTC, schools, and close ...

Medallion Proposes 30-Storey Rental Infill By Emery Station
Jan 16, 2025 - After securing Zoning By-Law and Official Plan Amendment approvals in early-
October 2024, Toronto-based developer Medallion Corporation has submitted a Site Plan ...

Rent Well - Buckingham House | Rent Today - Sterling Karamar
Located at the desirable intersection of Bathurst Street and Finch Avenue West, these Toronto rental
apartments and townhomes offer a serene living environment surrounded by lush green ...

3400 Weston Road and 2405 Finch Avenue West Official Plan ...
Proposal to permit the development of a 30-storey residential rental apartment building and daycare
facility on the site. The two existing 26-storey apartment buildings, with 517 rental ...

521 and 523 Finch ave. West | Ranee Management
The city is at your doorstep with this exceptional Bathurst and Finch rental location. The TTC stops
at the front door and offers 24-hour service, plus it is a very quick trip to Finch Subway ...

Finch Residences - CSK Architects
Located in the heart of North York, this thoughtfully designed six-story mid-rise residential building
offers 45 contemporary units that blend style, comfort, and convenience.

38-Storey Rental Tower Proposed West of Finch Station
Jun 20, 2025 - A 38-storey purpose-built rental tower is proposed at 41 through 47 Hendon Avenue,

just west of Yonge and Finch in the North York City Centre area of Toronto. Designed ...

Intensified Rental Community Proposed Along Finch West LRT Line
Feb 4, 2022 - Ranee Management has submitted a ZBA application to the City of Toronto to permit
the intensification of a Tower-in-the-Park apartment site at Finch and Sentinel in North ...

242 Finch Avenue West | UrbanToronto

240-242 Finch Avenue West (formerly "Gallery Condos"): a proposed 4-storey purpose-built rental
building designed by CMV Group for Vermilion Developments on the north side of Finch ...

Explore the themes and depth of 'Angle of Repose' by Wallace Stegner. Discover how this Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel captivates with its portrayal of life's complexities.
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