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AP Art History is an advanced placement course offered by the College Board that provides
students with a comprehensive overview of art from various cultures and periods. This
course is designed to engage students in the study of art, its history, and its critical
analysis, allowing them to appreciate the richness of artistic expression across different
contexts. The AP Art History exam assesses students' understanding of major artworks,
artists, movements, and the cultural significance of art throughout history. By exploring a
wide range of topics, students gain a deeper appreciation for the role of art in society and
its impact on human experience.

Overview of the AP Art History Course

The AP Art History course covers a vast array of topics, including the following:



- Key Art Movements: Students learn about major art movements such as the Renaissance,
Baroque, Romanticism, Modernism, and Postmodernism.

- Cultural Context: The course emphasizes the cultural, historical, and social contexts that
influence the creation and interpretation of art.

- Critical Analysis: Students are trained to analyze artworks using various methodologies,
including formal analysis, iconographic analysis, and contextual analysis.

Course Structure

The AP Art History curriculum is divided into several units, each focusing on different
themes and periods in art history. The course structure typically includes:

1. Global Prehistory: Examines art from prehistoric cultures across the globe, including cave
paintings and megalithic structures.

2. Ancient Mediterranean: Focuses on the art and architecture of ancient civilizations such
as Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

3. Early Europe and Colonial Americas: Looks at the development of art in Europe during
the Middle Ages and the impact of European colonization on the Americas.

4. Renaissance to Baroque: Explores the artistic achievements of the Renaissance and
Baroque periods, highlighting key figures like Leonardo da Vinci and Caravaggio.

5. Modern and Contemporary Art: Discusses the evolution of art from the 19th century to
the present, including movements like Impressionism, Surrealism, and Abstract
Expressionism.

Skills Developed in AP Art History

Students in AP Art History develop a variety of skills that are applicable not only to art
studies but also to other academic disciplines:

- Analytical Thinking: Students learn to critically evaluate artworks and understand their
significance within cultural and historical contexts.

- Visual Literacy: The ability to interpret visual images is developed through extensive
exposure to diverse art forms.

- Research Skills: The course encourages students to engage in independent research,
allowing them to explore topics of personal interest in greater depth.

- Written Communication: Students improve their writing skills through essays and
analyses, articulating their understanding of art and its contexts.

Assessment and Examination

The AP Art History exam comprises two main components:

1. Multiple-Choice Questions: These questions test students' knowledge of specific
artworks, artists, and historical contexts.
2. Free-Response Section: This portion requires students to write essays that analyze and



interpret artworks, demonstrating their ability to engage with complex ideas in art history.
Preparation for the exam often includes:

- Reviewing Key Artworks: Familiarizing oneself with important pieces from a variety of
cultures and periods.

- Practicing Writing Skills: Crafting essays that clearly articulate analyses and arguments
related to art.

- Engaging in Discussions: Participating in class discussions to deepen understanding and
refine critical perspectives.

Importance of AP Art History

The AP Art History course is significant for several reasons:

- Cultural Awareness: The course fosters an appreciation for diverse cultures and their
artistic expressions, promoting a more global perspective.

- Interdisciplinary Connections: Art history intersects with various fields such as history,
literature, philosophy, and sociology, enriching students' overall education.

- College Credit: Successful completion of the AP Art History exam can lead to college
credit, allowing students to advance in their academic careers.

Career Opportunities in Art History

Students who excel in AP Art History may consider pursuing careers in various fields related
to art and culture, including:

1. Museum Curator: Curators manage art collections and organize exhibitions, requiring a
deep understanding of art history.

2. Art Historian: This role involves researching and writing about art, contributing to
scholarly publications, and teaching at academic institutions.

3. Art Conservationist: Conservationists work to preserve and restore artworks, requiring
knowledge of art materials and techniques.

4. Art Critic: Critics analyze and review art exhibitions, contributing to public discourse
about contemporary art.

5. Cultural Resource Manager: These professionals manage historical sites and cultural
heritage, ensuring the preservation of art and artifacts.

Resources for Success in AP Art History

To succeed in AP Art History, students can utilize various resources:

- Textbooks: Several comprehensive textbooks provide in-depth coverage of art history
topics, including "Gardner's Art Through the Ages" and "Art History" by Marilyn Stokstad.
- Online Courses and Lectures: Platforms like Khan Academy and Coursera offer free



resources and lectures related to art history.

- Museum Visits: Experiencing art firsthand in museums and galleries can greatly enhance
understanding and appreciation.

- Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can facilitate discussion and deepen
understanding of complex concepts.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, AP Art History provides an enriching educational experience that equips
students with essential skills and knowledge about the world of art. Through the study of
diverse artworks, movements, and cultural contexts, students not only prepare for the AP
exam but also cultivate a lifelong appreciation for the arts. As they develop critical thinking,
visual literacy, and research skills, they are well-prepared to explore further studies in art
history, cultural studies, or related fields. For those looking to expand their horizons and
gain a deeper understanding of human expression through art, AP Art History is an
invaluable opportunity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in AP Art History?

Key themes include identity, power, religion, and human interaction, which are explored
through various artistic movements and historical contexts.

How does AP Art History integrate different cultures
and time periods?

The course emphasizes a global perspective by comparing art from diverse cultures across
various time periods, highlighting their interconnectedness and influences.

What is the significance of the AP Art History exam's
artwork analysis?

Artwork analysis is crucial as it allows students to demonstrate their understanding of
composition, context, and meaning, which are essential skills for interpreting art.

What skills are developed through studying AP Art
History?

Students develop critical thinking, visual literacy, and analytical skills, as well as the ability
to articulate their insights through writing and discussion.

How does the AP Art History curriculum address



modern and contemporary art?

The curriculum includes a focus on modern and contemporary art movements, examining
how they reflect societal changes and challenge traditional artistic conventions.

What resources are recommended for success in AP Art
History?

Recommended resources include art history textbooks, online databases, museum virtual
tours, and practice exams to familiarize students with the exam format and content.

How can students effectively prepare for the AP Art
History exam?

Effective preparation involves consistent study of key artworks, practicing essay writing,
engaging in group discussions, and utilizing flashcards for terminology and artist
identification.
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