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Understanding angles in polygons is a fundamental concept in geometry that plays a crucial role in
various fields, including mathematics, architecture, engineering, and design. A worksheet focused
on angles in polygons serves as an excellent educational tool to help students practice and reinforce
their understanding of this topic. This article will delve into the significance of angles in polygons,
the different types of polygons, formulas for calculating angles, practical examples, and tips for
creating effective worksheets.



Understanding Polygons

Before diving into angles, it is essential to have a clear understanding of what polygons are. A
polygon is a closed figure formed by a finite number of straight line segments connected end to end.
The key characteristics of polygons include:

- Vertices: The corners where the sides meet.
- Sides: The straight line segments that make up the polygon.
- Diagonals: Line segments connecting non-adjacent vertices.

Polygons can be classified based on the number of sides they have, leading to different categories
such as:

1. Triangles (3 sides)
2. Quadrilaterals (4 sides)
3. Pentagons (5 sides)
4. Hexagons (6 sides)
5. Heptagons (7 sides)
6. Octagons (8 sides)
7. Nonagons (9 sides)
8. Decagons (10 sides)
9. n-gons (polygons with n sides)

Each type of polygon has unique properties, and understanding these differences is crucial for
working with angles.

Types of Angles in Polygons

Angles in polygons can be categorized into two main types:

Interior Angles

Interior angles are the angles formed inside a polygon where two sides meet. The sum of the interior
angles of a polygon can be calculated using the formula:

\[
\text{Sum of Interior Angles} = (n - 2) \times 180
\]

where \(n\) is the number of sides in the polygon. For example:

- Triangle (3 sides): \((3 - 2) \times 180 = 180^\circ\)
- Quadrilateral (4 sides): \((4 - 2) \times 180 = 360^\circ\)
- Pentagon (5 sides): \((5 - 2) \times 180 = 540^\circ\)



Exterior Angles

Exterior angles are formed by extending one side of the polygon. The sum of the exterior angles of
any polygon is always \(360^\circ\), regardless of the number of sides. Each exterior angle can be
calculated by subtracting the corresponding interior angle from \(180^\circ\).

For example, in a triangle:
- If one interior angle is \(60^\circ\), then the corresponding exterior angle is \(180^\circ - 60^\circ
= 120^\circ\).

Calculating Angles in Polygons

Calculating angles in polygons is an essential skill in geometry. Here are some key steps to follow
when working with angles in polygons:

1. Identify the Type of Polygon

Determine how many sides the polygon has, as this will help you apply the correct formulas for
calculating both interior and exterior angles.

2. Use the Angle Sum Formulas

Utilize the formulas mentioned earlier to find the sum of interior or exterior angles. For example, if
you are given a hexagon (6 sides), you can calculate:

- Sum of Interior Angles: \((6 - 2) \times 180 = 720^\circ\)
- Sum of Exterior Angles: Always \(360^\circ\)

3. Calculate Individual Angles (if necessary)

If you need to find individual angles within the polygon, and if the polygon is regular (all sides and
angles are equal), you can divide the sum of interior angles by the number of sides. For example, in
a regular octagon (8 sides):

\[
\text{Individual Interior Angle} = \frac{(8 - 2) \times 180}{8} = \frac{1080}{8} = 135^\circ
\]

4. Solve Problems Step-by-Step



When presented with problems involving angles in polygons, break them down into smaller,
manageable steps. This approach makes it easier to understand the problem and arrive at the
solution.

Practical Examples

Let’s consider some practical examples to illustrate how angles in polygons can be calculated and
understood.

Example 1: Find the Missing Interior Angle

Suppose you have a quadrilateral where three angles are known: \(70^\circ\), \(85^\circ\), and
\(95^\circ\). To find the missing angle (\(x\)), you would use the formula for the sum of interior
angles of a quadrilateral:

\[
x + 70 + 85 + 95 = 360
\]

Solving for \(x\):

\[
x = 360 - (70 + 85 + 95) = 360 - 250 = 110^\circ
\]

Example 2: Exterior Angles of a Regular Pentagon

For a regular pentagon, each exterior angle can be calculated as follows:

\[
\text{Individual Exterior Angle} = \frac{360}{5} = 72^\circ
\]

This means that each exterior angle of a regular pentagon measures \(72^\circ\).

Creating an Angles in Polygons Worksheet

When creating a worksheet focused on angles in polygons, consider including a variety of problems
that cover different aspects of the topic. Here are some tips:



1. Include Definitions and Formulas

Start with a section that outlines key definitions related to polygons and angles, along with the
relevant formulas for interior and exterior angles.

2. Varied Problem Types

Incorporate different types of problems, such as:

- Calculating the sum of interior angles for various polygons.
- Finding missing angles in given polygons.
- Working with both regular and irregular polygons.

3. Use Visual Aids

Include diagrams of polygons with labeled angles to help students visualize the problems. Visual aids
can enhance understanding and retention of information.

4. Provide Answer Keys

To aid self-assessment, include an answer key at the end of the worksheet. This allows students to
check their work and understand any mistakes they may have made.

5. Encourage Critical Thinking

Incorporate word problems or real-world applications that require students to apply their knowledge
of angles in polygons. This can help develop critical thinking skills and deepen their understanding
of the topic.

Conclusion

An angles in polygons worksheet is a valuable educational resource that enables students to practice
and enhance their understanding of geometric concepts. By mastering the calculations of interior
and exterior angles, students gain skills that are applicable in various real-world situations. Through
careful problem selection, clear explanations, and engaging visuals, educators can create effective
worksheets that foster a love for geometry and bolster students’ confidence in their mathematical
abilities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the formula for calculating the sum of interior angles
in a polygon?
The sum of the interior angles in a polygon can be calculated using the formula (n - 2) 180 degrees,
where n is the number of sides in the polygon.

How do you determine the measure of each interior angle in a
regular polygon?
In a regular polygon, each interior angle can be found using the formula [(n - 2) 180] / n, where n is
the number of sides.

What is the difference between interior and exterior angles in
polygons?
Interior angles are the angles formed inside the polygon, while exterior angles are formed outside
the polygon, between a side and the extension of an adjacent side.

Can a polygon have an exterior angle that is greater than 180
degrees?
No, the measure of each exterior angle of a polygon cannot exceed 180 degrees; the sum of the
exterior angles of any polygon is always 360 degrees.

How do you find the measure of an exterior angle of a regular
polygon?
The measure of each exterior angle of a regular polygon can be calculated using the formula 360 / n,
where n is the number of sides.

What types of polygons are typically included in an 'angles in
polygons' worksheet?
An 'angles in polygons' worksheet typically includes regular and irregular polygons such as
triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and so on.

Why is understanding angles in polygons important in
geometry?
Understanding angles in polygons is essential for solving geometric problems, proving theorems,
and applying concepts in real-world scenarios, such as architecture and design.
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