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The exploration of angles in polygons is a fundamental concept in geometry
that helps students understand the properties of shapes. A scavenger hunt
designed around this topic can be both educational and engaging, allowing
students to apply their knowledge in a fun and interactive way. This article
will provide a comprehensive answer key for a scavenger hunt centered on the
angles of polygons, detailing various polygons, their angle measures,
formulas, and practical applications.

Understanding Polygons and Their Angles

Polygons are two-dimensional shapes with straight sides. They can be
classified based on the number of sides they have. The angles of polygons are
crucial for understanding their geometry.

Types of Polygons
- Triangle: 3 sides
- Quadrilateral: 4 sides
- Pentagon: 5 sides
- Hexagon: 6 sides
- Heptagon: 7 sides
- Octagon: 8 sides
- Nonagon: 9 sides
- Decagon: 10 sides



Calculating the Interior Angles

The sum of the interior angles of a polygon can be calculated using the
formula:

\[ S = (n - 2) \times 180° \]

where \( n \) is the number of sides in the polygon.

For example:
- Triangle: \( (3 - 2) \times 180° = 180° \)
- Quadrilateral: \( (4 - 2) \times 180° = 360° \)
- Pentagon: \( (5 - 2) \times 180° = 540° \)
- Hexagon: \( (6 - 2) \times 180° = 720° \)

Scavenger Hunt Format

In the scavenger hunt, students will be tasked with finding various polygons
and calculating their angles. Here’s how the scavenger hunt could be
organized:

1. Identify the Polygon: Name the polygon based on the number of sides.
2. Calculate the Interior Angles: Use the formula to find the sum of the
interior angles.
3. Determine Each Angle: If the polygon is regular (all sides and angles are
equal), divide the sum by the number of sides.

Sample Polygons and Their Angles

Here is a list of common polygons that could be included in the scavenger
hunt, along with their angle calculations:

1. Triangle (3 sides)
- Sum of angles: 180°
- Each angle in an equilateral triangle: 60°

2. Quadrilateral (4 sides)
- Sum of angles: 360°
- Each angle in a square: 90°

3. Pentagon (5 sides)
- Sum of angles: 540°
- Each angle in a regular pentagon: 108°

4. Hexagon (6 sides)
- Sum of angles: 720°
- Each angle in a regular hexagon: 120°

5. Heptagon (7 sides)
- Sum of angles: 900°
- Each angle in a regular heptagon: approximately 128.57°

6. Octagon (8 sides)
- Sum of angles: 1080°



- Each angle in a regular octagon: 135°

7. Nonagon (9 sides)
- Sum of angles: 1260°
- Each angle in a regular nonagon: 140°

8. Decagon (10 sides)
- Sum of angles: 1440°
- Each angle in a regular decagon: 144°

Answer Key Example for Scavenger Hunt

Below is a sample answer key that might be used in conjunction with the
scavenger hunt, demonstrating how students would respond to the questions
about the angles of different polygons.

Polygon Examples and Answers

1. Polygon: Triangle
- Number of sides: 3
- Sum of interior angles: 180°
- Each angle (equilateral): 60°

2. Polygon: Square
- Number of sides: 4
- Sum of interior angles: 360°
- Each angle: 90°

3. Polygon: Regular Pentagon
- Number of sides: 5
- Sum of interior angles: 540°
- Each angle: 108°

4. Polygon: Regular Hexagon
- Number of sides: 6
- Sum of interior angles: 720°
- Each angle: 120°

5. Polygon: Regular Heptagon
- Number of sides: 7
- Sum of interior angles: 900°
- Each angle: approximately 128.57°

6. Polygon: Regular Octagon
- Number of sides: 8
- Sum of interior angles: 1080°
- Each angle: 135°

7. Polygon: Regular Nonagon
- Number of sides: 9
- Sum of interior angles: 1260°
- Each angle: 140°

8. Polygon: Regular Decagon
- Number of sides: 10



- Sum of interior angles: 1440°
- Each angle: 144°

Application of Angles in Real Life

Understanding angles in polygons is not just limited to theoretical
knowledge; it has practical applications in various fields:

Architecture

Architects use their knowledge of angles to design buildings and structures.
For example, the angles of a roof can affect its stability and aesthetic
appeal.

Engineering

Engineers often work with polygons when designing mechanical parts and
systems. Understanding how angles work can lead to more efficient and
effective designs.

Graphic Design

Graphic designers frequently use polygons in their designs, ensuring that
elements are proportionally accurate and visually appealing. Knowledge of
angles helps in creating balanced compositions.

Sports

In sports, angles are crucial for strategy and performance. For example, in
basketball, players must understand the angles of their shots to increase
their chances of scoring.

Conclusion

The angles of polygons scavenger hunt serves as an engaging way for students
to learn about polygons, their properties, and how to calculate their angles.
By understanding the fundamentals of geometry, students develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills that are essential in various fields.
This activity not only reinforces their knowledge but also demonstrates the
real-world applications of geometry, making learning both fun and meaningful.
The answer key provided serves as a guide for educators and students alike,
ensuring a thorough understanding of the angles of polygons.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the formula to calculate the sum of interior
angles of a polygon?
The sum of the interior angles of a polygon can be calculated using the
formula (n - 2) 180, where n is the number of sides.

How do you determine the measure of each interior
angle in a regular polygon?
To find the measure of each interior angle in a regular polygon, divide the
sum of the interior angles by the number of sides: [(n - 2) 180] / n.

What is the relationship between interior and
exterior angles of a polygon?
The interior and exterior angles of a polygon are supplementary, meaning they
add up to 180 degrees.

How do you find the measure of an exterior angle of a
regular polygon?
The measure of each exterior angle of a regular polygon can be found using
the formula 360 / n, where n is the number of sides.

What are the angles of a triangle known as, and how
are they calculated?
The angles of a triangle are known as interior angles, and their sum is
always 180 degrees.

In a quadrilateral, what is the sum of the interior
angles?
The sum of the interior angles of a quadrilateral is 360 degrees.

What is a scavenger hunt activity involving angles of
polygons typically designed to teach?
A scavenger hunt involving angles of polygons is designed to teach students
how to calculate and apply the properties of angles in various polygons in a
fun and interactive way.
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