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AP Art History curriculum is designed to provide high school students with a comprehensive
understanding of art history, from prehistoric times to the present day. This rigorous program not only
covers a wide array of artworks and artistic movements but also encourages students to develop
critical thinking skills, analyze visual culture, and explore the relationship between art and society.
With a focus on global perspectives, the AP Art History curriculum prepares students for advanced
studies in art and humanities, as well as potential careers in fields such as education, curation, and
art criticism.

Overview of the AP Art History Curriculum

The AP Art History course is structured to align with college-level standards, making it a valuable
addition to any high school curriculum. The course is divided into several units, each focusing on



different time periods, geographic regions, and artistic styles. Students engage with a variety of
artworks, learning to analyze and interpret them in context. The curriculum emphasizes the following
key components:

1. Content Areas

The content areas of the AP Art History curriculum encompass a diverse range of topics, including:

- Prehistoric Art: Exploration of early human creativity through cave paintings, carvings, and
megalithic structures.

- Ancient Art: Examination of art from civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

- Medieval Art: Study of Christian, Islamic, and Byzantine art and architecture from the early Christian
period to the Gothic era.

- Renaissance and Baroque Art: Analysis of the revival of classical ideas and the dramatic expressions
of the Baroque period.

- Modern and Contemporary Art: Exploration of movements such as Impressionism, Expressionism,
Surrealism, and Postmodernism.

2. Themes and Concepts

The AP Art History curriculum is organized around several key themes that help students make
connections across different periods and cultures. These themes include:

- Cultural Context: Understanding how culture, politics, and religion influence artistic expression.

- Function and Purpose: Analyzing the intended use of artworks and their impact on society.

- Artistic Techniques: Investigating various artistic methods and materials used throughout history.
- Visual Analysis: Developing skills to critically observe and interpret artworks.

Course Structure and Assessment

The AP Art History course is typically structured to span an entire academic year, with classes
meeting regularly to cover the comprehensive curriculum. The assessment is divided into two main
components: in-class evaluations and the AP exam.

1. In-Class Evaluations

In-class evaluations may take several forms, including:

- Quizzes and Tests: Regular assessments to gauge understanding of key concepts and artworks.
- Research Projects: Assignments that encourage independent exploration of specific artists or
movements.

- Class Discussions: Engaging students in dialogue about their interpretations and analyses of
artworks.



2. AP Exam Format

The AP Art History exam consists of two main sections:

- Multiple-Choice Questions: This section tests students' knowledge of art history, techniques, and
terminology.

- Free-Response Questions: Students analyze specific artworks, providing written responses that
demonstrate their understanding of visual analysis and contextual knowledge.

The AP exam is typically held in May, and students who perform well may receive college credit or
advanced placement in college art history courses.

Benefits of the AP Art History Curriculum

The AP Art History curriculum offers several important benefits to students:

1. College Readiness

By engaging with college-level material, students develop critical thinking, analytical, and writing
skills that are essential for success in higher education. The curriculum prepares students to tackle
complex concepts and articulate their ideas effectively.

2. Appreciation of Art

Students gain a deeper appreciation for the visual arts and the role of art in society. They learn to
recognize the significance of various artistic movements and styles, enhancing their ability to engage
with the world around them.

3. Career Opportunities

A strong foundation in art history can lead to various career paths, including:
- Art Education: Teaching art history at the high school or college level.
- Museum and Gallery Work: Curating exhibitions or managing collections.

- Art Conservation: Preserving and restoring artworks for future generations.
- Art Criticism and Journalism: Writing about and critiquing contemporary art.

Strategies for Success in AP Art History

Students aiming to excel in the AP Art History course can adopt several strategies:



1. Develop a Study Schedule

Creating a study schedule can help students manage their time effectively. Regular review of course
materials and art images is crucial for retaining information.

2. Utilize Visual Resources

Visual resources such as flashcards, online databases, and art history websites can reinforce learning.
Familiarity with artworks and their details is essential for success in both in-class evaluations and the
AP exam.

3. Engage with Art Outside the Classroom

Visiting museums, galleries, and cultural institutions can deepen students' understanding of art
history. Experiencing artworks in person allows for richer interpretations and insights.

4. Collaborate with Peers

Study groups can provide opportunities for discussion and collaboration. Students can share insights
and help each other develop a more nuanced understanding of artworks and concepts.

Conclusion

The AP Art History curriculum is an enriching program that equips students with valuable
knowledge and skills applicable in various educational and career paths. By immersing themselves in
the study of art from different cultures and periods, students develop a greater appreciation for the
visual arts and learn to analyze and critique works with a discerning eye. With dedicated effort and
effective study strategies, students can excel in this challenging yet rewarding course, preparing
them for future academic endeavors and careers in the arts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the AP Art History curriculum?

The AP Art History curriculum primarily focuses on the critical analysis of works of art, understanding
their historical context, cultural significance, and the various artistic techniques used throughout
different periods and regions.



How is the AP Art History exam structured?

The AP Art History exam consists of two sections: a multiple-choice section that tests knowledge of
artworks, artists, and art movements, and a free-response section that requires students to write
essays analyzing specific works of art.

What are the key themes explored in the AP Art History
curriculum?

The key themes include the relationship between art and culture, the evolution of artistic techniques,
the impact of historical events on art, and the role of art in society across different civilizations.

What types of artworks are included in the AP Art History
curriculum?

The curriculum includes a diverse range of artworks from various cultures, time periods, and media,
such as paintings, sculptures, architecture, and decorative arts, spanning from prehistory to
contemporary art.

How does the AP Art History curriculum address the
contributions of diverse cultures?

The curriculum highlights the contributions of diverse cultures by including significant works from a
variety of geographic regions, emphasizing global perspectives and underrepresented artists
throughout history.

What skills are students expected to develop in the AP Art
History course?

Students are expected to develop skills in visual analysis, critical thinking, comparative analysis of
artworks, and effective written communication through essays and presentations.

Are there any recommended resources for studying AP Art
History?

Yes, recommended resources include the College Board's official AP Art History Course Description,
art history textbooks, online databases of artworks, and various art museum websites offering virtual
tours and educational materials.

What is the importance of understanding art history in
today's world?

Understanding art history is important as it fosters cultural awareness, appreciation for diversity in
artistic expressions, and insight into how art reflects societal values, politics, and personal identity
throughout history.
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