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Answers to Wuthering Heights AP Study Guide can significantly enhance your understanding of
this complex and iconic novel by Emily Brontë. As a staple in many advanced placement (AP)
literature courses, "Wuthering Heights" presents students with a rich tapestry of themes,
characters, and narrative techniques that require careful analysis. In this article, we will explore the
key elements of the novel and provide comprehensive answers to common questions found in AP
study guides, helping students navigate the intricate world of Wuthering Heights.

Overview of Wuthering Heights

Published in 1847, "Wuthering Heights" is a tale of passion, revenge, and the supernatural set
against the backdrop of the Yorkshire moors. The story follows the tumultuous relationship between
Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, and it is narrated through the perspectives of various
characters, primarily Mr. Lockwood and Nelly Dean.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of "Wuthering Heights" is crucial for answering AP study guide questions
effectively. Here are some of the prominent themes:

Love and Passion: The intense love between Heathcliff and Catherine transcends societal
norms and leads to both ecstasy and destruction.

Revenge: Heathcliff’s quest for revenge against those who wronged him illustrates the
destructive nature of vengeance.

Social Class: The novel critiques the rigid social structures of the time, highlighting the
disparities between the gentry and the lower classes.

Nature vs. Nurture: The characters' personalities and fates raise questions about the
influence of environment and upbringing.



Supernatural Elements: Ghostly apparitions and otherworldly themes enhance the novel’s
gothic atmosphere.

Character Analysis

A deep understanding of the characters in "Wuthering Heights" is essential for any AP literature
exam. Here’s an overview of the main characters:

Heathcliff

Heathcliff is one of the most complex characters in English literature. His transformation from an
orphaned boy to a wealthy landowner is marked by his deep love for Catherine and his unrelenting
desire for revenge.

Catherine Earnshaw

Catherine is a free spirit whose love for Heathcliff is matched only by her desire for social status.
Her internal conflict leads to tragic consequences for herself and those around her.

Edgar Linton

Edgar represents the gentility and social propriety of the upper class. His marriage to Catherine
highlights the theme of social class and its impact on personal relationships.

Nelly Dean

As the primary narrator, Nelly plays a crucial role in shaping the reader's understanding of the
story. Her perspective provides insight into the lives and motivations of the other characters.

Lockwood

Lockwood serves as a frame narrator, providing a fresh perspective on the events at Wuthering
Heights. His interactions with the characters set the stage for the unfolding drama.



Plot Summary

A coherent plot summary is essential for addressing plot-related questions in AP study guides.
Here’s a concise breakdown of the story:

Childhood at Wuthering Heights: Heathcliff is taken in by Mr. Earnshaw but faces abuse1.
from Hindley, Earnshaw's son.

Heathcliff and Catherine’s bond: The deep connection between Heathcliff and Catherine2.
develops, but societal pressures drive them apart.

Catherine’s marriage to Edgar: Catherine marries Edgar Linton, leading to Heathcliff's3.
return and desire for revenge.

Revenge and its consequences: Heathcliff's vindictive actions have catastrophic effects on4.
all the characters involved.

Generational cycles: The story explores how the next generation, represented by Hareton5.
and Cathy, attempts to break free from the cycle of hatred.

Symbolism in Wuthering Heights

The novel is rich with symbolism that enhances its themes and characters. Understanding these
symbols can greatly aid in answering AP study guide questions.

The Moors

The Yorkshire moors symbolize the wild, untamed nature of Heathcliff and Catherine's love. The
isolation of the moors reflects their emotional turmoil and the freedom they crave.

Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange

These two houses represent contrasting values. Wuthering Heights is chaotic and passionate, while
Thrushcross Grange embodies civilization and social order.

The Ghost of Catherine

Catherine’s ghost symbolizes the enduring bond between her and Heathcliff, illustrating how
unresolved emotions can haunt and influence the living.



Common AP Study Guide Questions

Students preparing for the AP exam often encounter similar questions regarding "Wuthering
Heights." Here are some common queries along with their answers:

1. How does Emily Brontë use narration in Wuthering
Heights?

Emily Brontë employs a complex narrative structure, utilizing multiple narrators to provide various
perspectives on the events. This technique allows readers to see the characters’ motivations and
biases, deepening the complexity of the story.

2. Discuss the role of social class in the novel.

Social class plays a pivotal role in shaping the characters’ relationships and choices. Heathcliff’s
status as an orphan and Catherine’s aspirations for wealth create significant tension and conflict
throughout the novel.

3. What is the significance of the title "Wuthering Heights"?

The title refers to the Earnshaw family home, which represents the tumultuous emotions and wild
nature of the characters. It serves as a backdrop for the intense drama that unfolds throughout the
novel.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding the intricacies of "Wuthering Heights" is essential for students
preparing for AP literature exams. By exploring key themes, character dynamics, plot summaries,
and symbolism, students can confidently tackle study guide questions. The novel remains a powerful
exploration of love, revenge, and the human condition, making it a timeless piece of literature
worthy of in-depth study. With the insights provided in this article, students should feel well-
equipped to delve deeper into the world of Emily Brontë’s masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Wuthering Heights'?
The main themes include passion and revenge, the complexity of love, social class and isolation, and
the impact of the past on the present.



How does the setting of 'Wuthering Heights' influence the
story?
The harsh, isolated moors reflect the turbulent emotions of the characters and serve as a backdrop
for their passionate and destructive relationships.

Who are the primary characters in 'Wuthering Heights' and
what roles do they play?
Key characters include Heathcliff, Catherine Earnshaw, Edgar Linton, and Nelly Dean, with
Heathcliff as the brooding anti-hero, Catherine representing the duality of love, Edgar as the foil to
Heathcliff, and Nelly as the narrator and observer.

What is the significance of the narrative structure in
'Wuthering Heights'?
The story is told through multiple narrators, primarily Lockwood and Nelly Dean, which creates a
layered perspective and emphasizes the subjective nature of truth and memory.

How does Emily Brontë use symbolism in 'Wuthering Heights'?
Symbolism is prevalent, with elements like the weather, the moors, and the houses representing the
characters' emotions and the themes of confinement and freedom.

What is the role of the supernatural in 'Wuthering Heights'?
The supernatural elements, such as ghostly appearances and hauntings, underscore the intense
emotional connections between characters and suggest that love and revenge transcend even death.
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