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Anna and the French Kiss by Stephanie Perkins is a captivating young adult
novel that has charmed readers since its publication in 2010. Set against the
picturesque backdrop of Paris, this romantic story follows the journey of
Anna Oliphant, a teenage girl who finds herself navigating the complexities
of love, friendship, and self-discovery. With its relatable characters,
dialogue, and heartwarming moments, the book has become a favorite among
young adult literature enthusiasts. In this article, we will explore the

witty



themes, characters, and impact of this beloved novel.

Overview of the Novel

Anna and the French Kiss tells the story of Anna Oliphant, an American
teenager who is sent to a boarding school in Paris by her father. Feeling out
of place in a foreign city, Anna struggles to fit in while also grappling
with her feelings for her charming classmate, Etienne St. Clair. The novel's
setting in Paris provides a romantic backdrop that enhances the story, making
it not just a tale of love but also one of self-discovery and personal
growth.

Plot Summary

The plot of Anna and the French Kiss can be summarized in the following key
points:

1. Relocation to Paris: Anna's father, a successful author, decides to send
her to an elite boarding school in Paris, believing it will provide her
with a better education.

2. Culture Shock: Upon arrival, Anna experiences culture shock and
initially struggles to adjust to her new environment, feeling isolated
and homesick.

3. Friendship with Etienne: Anna befriends Etienne St. Clair, a charismatic
boy who is smart, funny, and easy to talk to. However, he is also in a
complicated relationship.

4. Romantic Tension: As their friendship deepens, Anna finds herself
developing feelings for Etienne, leading to a love story filled with
tension and misunderstandings.

5. Personal Growth: Throughout her time in Paris, Anna learns to embrace

her passions, confront her insecurities, and ultimately discover who she
is.

Character Analysis

One of the strongest elements of Anna and the French Kiss is its well-
developed characters. Each character plays a vital role in the narrative and
contributes to Anna’s journey. Here are some key characters:

Anna Oliphant

Anna is a relatable protagonist who embodies the struggles of adolescence.
Her journey from a shy and insecure girl to a confident young woman is



inspiring. Throughout the novel, readers witness her growth as she learns to
navigate her feelings, confront her fears, and embrace her identity.

Etienne St. Clair

Etienne is a quintessential romantic lead. He is charming, witty, and deeply
layered, making him an intriguing character. His own struggles with family
dynamics and his complicated relationship add depth to his character, making
him more than just a love interest.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in the novel also play crucial roles in Anna's
life:

e Meredith: Anna's roommate and friend who helps her navigate life at the
boarding school.

e Josh: A fellow student who provides comic relief and adds to the
dynamics of Anna's friendships.

e Anna's Father: His decision to send Anna to Paris serves as a catalyst
for the entire story and illustrates the complexities of their
relationship.

Thematic Elements

Anna and the French Kiss explores several themes that resonate with readers.
Some of the prominent themes include:

Love and Friendship

At its core, the novel is a love story, but it also emphasizes the importance
of friendship. The relationship between Anna and Etienne is built on a
foundation of friendship, showcasing how strong relationships can develop
when two people genuinely care for one another.

Self-Discovery

Anna's journey is not just about finding love; it is also about discovering
herself. The novel beautifully illustrates the process of self-discovery that
many teenagers face, highlighting the importance of understanding one's
identity and passions.



Cultural Exploration

The setting of Paris is more than just a backdrop; it serves as a character

in itself. The novel captures the essence of the city, from its landmarks to
its culture, encouraging readers to appreciate the beauty of exploration and
adventure.

Writing Style

Stephanie Perkins' writing style in Anna and the French Kiss is characterized
by its humor, relatability, and vivid descriptions. She has a unique ability
to blend witty dialogue with poignant moments, making the characters'
experiences feel authentic. The pacing of the novel is well-balanced,
ensuring that readers remain engaged from start to finish.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, Anna and the French Kiss has garnered a significant
following and critical acclaim. It has received numerous awards and
nominations, solidifying its place in the young adult genre. Readers have
praised the book for its realistic portrayal of teenage emotions and
relationships.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

The novel has had a lasting impact on the young adult literature landscape.
It has inspired a wave of contemporary romance novels that focus on relatable
characters and realistic situations. Perkins' ability to craft a story that
balances romance with deeper themes has set a standard for future authors.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Anna and the French Kiss by Stephanie Perkins is a timeless
coming-of-age story that continues to resonate with readers of all ages.
Through its relatable characters, engaging plot, and rich themes, the novel
invites readers to explore the complexities of love, friendship, and self-
discovery. Whether you're a fan of romance or simply enjoy heartfelt
storytelling, Anna and the French Kiss is a must-read that will leave you
dreaming of Paris and the magic of young love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Anna and the French



Kiss'?

The novel follows Anna, an American girl who is sent to a boarding school in
Paris, where she navigates new friendships, cultural challenges, and a
complicated romance with a charming boy named Etienne St. Clair.

Who are the main characters in 'Anna and the French
Kiss'?

The main characters are Anna Oliphant, Etienne St. Clair, and a few
supporting characters including Anna's friends at the boarding school like
Meredith and Josh.

What themes are explored in 'Anna and the French
Kiss'?

The novel explores themes of love, friendship, identity, cultural
differences, and the challenges of growing up.

How does the setting of Paris influence the story?

Paris serves as a romantic backdrop that enhances the story, allowing for
exploration of the city’s culture, art, and food, which plays a significant
role in Anna's experience and personal growth.

What is the significance of the title 'Anna and the
French Kiss'?

The title reflects both Anna's journey in a foreign country and her romantic
experiences, particularly with Etienne, culminating in key moments of
intimacy that symbolize their connection.

How does Anna's character evolve throughout the book?

Anna evolves from a shy, uncertain girl into a more confident individual who
embraces her feelings and takes risks in love and life, ultimately finding
her own voice.

What role does Etienne St. Clair play in Anna's life?

Etienne is not only Anna's love interest but also a pivotal character who
helps her navigate the complexities of her new environment, ultimately
becoming a catalyst for her personal growth.

What makes 'Anna and the French Kiss' a popular
choice among young adult readers?

The book's relatable characters, engaging storyline, and the romantic yet
heartwarming depiction of first love resonate with young adult readers,
making it a beloved contemporary romance.

Is 'Anna and the French Kiss' part of a series?

Yes, 'Anna and the French Kiss' is the first book in a series known as the
'Anna and the French Kiss' series, which also includes 'Lola and the Boy Next
Door' and 'Isla and the Happily Ever After'.
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