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Animal Farm by George Orwell is a powerful allegorical novella that critiques totalitarianism and
explores the dynamics of power, corruption, and the human condition. First published in 1945, this
novella uses the setting of a farm and its animal inhabitants to reflect the events leading up to the
Russian Revolution of 1917 and subsequent developments in the Soviet Union. This article provides
an informative overview and analysis of "Animal Farm," summarizing key themes, characters, and
events with insights drawn from SparkNotes and other academic resources.

Overview of the Plot

The story of "Animal Farm" unfolds on Manor Farm, where the animals, led by the pigs, revolt
against their human owner, Mr. Jones, in pursuit of an egalitarian society. Inspired by the vision of a
revolutionary pig named Old Major, the animals strive to create a community where all animals are



equal and free from human oppression. However, as the pigs gain power, especially Napoleon and
Snowball, the dynamics of the farm shift dramatically, leading to a betrayal of the original ideals.

Key Events

1. The Rebellion: The animals, fueled by Old Major's dream of a farm run by animals, successfully
overthrow Mr. Jones, establishing Animal Farm.

2. The Seven Commandments: The animals create a set of principles known as the Seven
Commandments, which promote equality and justice among all animals.

3. The Power Struggle: A power struggle between Napoleon and Snowball leads to Snowball's
expulsion from the farm.

4. Corruption of Ideals: As the pigs consolidate power, they begin to alter the commandments to
justify their actions, leading to the erosion of the initial principles of Animalism.

5. The Transformation: The pigs, particularly Napoleon, adopt human behaviors and eventually
become indistinguishable from the humans they initially overthrew.

Character Analysis

"Animal Farm" is rich with characters that represent different facets of society and political figures.
The primary characters include:

1. Napoleon

Napoleon is the main antagonist and represents Joseph Stalin. He uses cunning, propaganda, and
brute force to maintain control over the farm. His leadership style becomes increasingly
authoritarian, and he is willing to betray the principles of Animalism for power.

2. Snowball

Snowball, who symbolizes Leon Trotsky, is an intelligent and passionate pig who initially works for
the betterment of the farm. His expulsion by Napoleon marks a significant turning point,
highlighting the theme of political rivalry.

3. Boxer

Boxer, the hardworking horse, embodies the loyal working class. His motto, "I will work harder,"
represents the spirit of the proletariat. Tragically, his blind loyalty leads to his downfall, as he is
betrayed by the pigs he trusted.

4. Squealer

Squealer, the mouthpiece of Napoleon, symbolizes propaganda. He constantly manipulates language
and information to shape the animals' perceptions and justify the pigs' actions.



5. Old Major

Old Major is the visionary who inspires the revolution. His ideals serve as the foundation of
Animalism, but his death foreshadows the eventual corruption of those ideals.

Themes and Symbols

"Animal Farm" is rich in themes and symbols that underscore its political messages.

1. The Corruption of Ideals

The gradual distortion of the Seven Commandments reflects how power can corrupt noble ideals.
The famous final commandment, "All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than
others," encapsulates this theme and highlights the hypocrisy of the ruling class.

2. The Role of Propaganda

The character of Squealer demonstrates the role of propaganda in shaping public perception.
Through manipulation of language and misinformation, the pigs maintain control over the other
animals, showcasing how those in power can exploit communication to their advantage.

3. The Betrayal of the Working Class

Boxer's fate illustrates the betrayal of the working class by those in power. Despite his unwavering
dedication to the farm and its ideals, he is ultimately discarded when he is no longer useful,
symbolizing the exploitation inherent in totalitarian regimes.

4. The Cycle of Oppression

The ending of "Animal Farm," where the pigs and humans are indistinguishable, emphasizes the
cyclical nature of oppression. Orwell suggests that revolutions can lead to new forms of tyranny, and
the oppressed can become the oppressors.

Conclusion

"Animal Farm" remains a timeless critique of political systems and the nature of power. Through its
allegorical narrative, Orwell explores the complexities of revolution, the fragility of ideals, and the
dark side of human nature. The novella serves as a cautionary tale, reminding readers of the
importance of vigilance and integrity in the face of authority.

By examining the characters, themes, and symbols presented in "Animal Farm," readers can gain a
deeper understanding of the text and its relevance to contemporary issues. Orwell’s message
resonates strongly, warning against the dangers of unchecked power and the ease with which noble



intentions can be corrupted.

In summary, "Animal Farm" is not just a story about farm animals but a profound commentary on
human society and governance. Its lessons are crucial for understanding the dynamics of power and
the responsibilities that come with it. As we reflect on the events of the novella, we are encouraged
to remain vigilant and question authority, ensuring that the ideals of equality and justice are upheld
in our own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Animal Farm?

The main theme of Animal Farm is the critique of totalitarianism and the corrupting influence of
power, illustrating how revolutionary ideals can be betrayed by those in authority.

Who are the main characters in Animal Farm?

The main characters include Napoleon, the pig who becomes the leader; Snowball, the intelligent
pig who is ousted; Boxer, the hardworking horse; and Old Major, the visionary pig who inspires the
rebellion.

What does the windmill symbolize in Animal Farm?

The windmill symbolizes the animals' hopes for a better future, representing hard work and the
promise of progress, but it also reflects the manipulation and exploitation by the pigs.

How does George Orwell use animals to convey his message?

Orwell uses animals as allegorical representations of human characters and societal roles, allowing
him to explore complex political themes in a more accessible and engaging way.

What role do the sheep play in Animal Farm?

The sheep represent the blindly obedient masses who follow leaders without critical thought, often
repeating slogans to support the pigs' propaganda.

How does the commandment 'All animals are equal' change
throughout the story?

The commandment evolves to 'All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others,'
highlighting the hypocrisy and the way those in power manipulate language to justify their actions.

What is the significance of the character Squealer?

Squealer serves as the mouthpiece for Napoleon, manipulating language and information to
persuade the other animals and maintain control over them, showcasing the power of propaganda.



What historical events does Animal Farm allegorize?

Animal Farm allegorizes the Russian Revolution and the rise of Stalinism, reflecting the betrayal of
the revolutionary ideals by the leaders who gained power.

What is the ending of Animal Farm meant to convey?

The ending, where the pigs become indistinguishable from humans, conveys the message that
revolutionary leaders can become as oppressive as the tyrants they overthrew, highlighting the
cyclical nature of power and corruption.
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