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AP Art History Exam Review

The Parthenion and the White Temple at Uruk both included which of the following architectural
featares?

A A sacred cella that condaned volive ﬁ;urn or cult statues

B} A peripteral colonnade that housed an open-air magket

{C) A polished marble exterior that reflected the sun’s divine ligh

i A j'mmculurul statfcase thal restnciad access 1o the nner sanctum - (A A sacred cella that
conlained volive higares or cult stalues

Which of the following characteristics of Jean- Antoine Howdos's sculpture of George
Washingion made it most appropriate for display in the rotunda of a government buikding?

(A} It pose, which mamscs the dramatic stance of the Winged Victory of Samothrace

(B Iis wniformy, which recalls the military attire of Augustus of Prima Porta

(C) Its use of Neoclassical magery. w hich evokes the ;pu:tll.!'wal sdeals of encient Romse

() To weass e of Greck bdealism, which conveys Washingion's godlike stature o a beader - (C)
Iis use of Meoclassical imagery, which evokes the political ideals of ancient Rome

Elsabeth Lomse Vigee Le Brus's Sell-Portral delfers Insm carbier Europsan portraure
Iraditmns because "|’i-‘qn: Le Brun

(A was among the find women 1o depict berselll as an arfist

(B used ber self-portrait to convey coded political ideas

10 rejected the inclusion of relighoos references in her sell’ porrait

(DY) deypacted bersell standing instesd of seated as would be tradional for women - (A ) was
among the first women Lo depict berselll & an antis

Jaume Quick-10-See Smith made Trade (Gilts Ffor Trading Land with White People) pantly in
resction o which of the following events?

(A The pasiage of tee Water Rights Protéction Act that preserved nives on Nalive Amencans
Landds

(B} The expization of the federal govermment's lermination policy that broke up the reservation
syslem

(C) The 300-year anniversary of Christopher Columbias’s arrival in the Amencans

(D The emarpence of Lhe Bed Power movemenl among Native Americans dunng the Cival
Rights exa - {C) The S00-year annsversary of ['brl.:lnphcr Columbies's asmival n the Amencans

Ouidck-to-See Smith's inclusion of cheap trinkets is inteaded to

[A} emphasize that most popalar American sports are variations of Native Amencan tradithon
(B} reference a havtory of exploilalive economic ransactions between MNative Amencans and
Funspeans

1C) exponse the low wages of Native Americans workers wha labor in factonies 1o mass-produce
such goods

(D) erithigque the an marker's obsession with the skill and croftsmanship of American an - (B)
reference a history of exploilative economac ransactions between Nalive Americans and
Europeans

AP Art History 2023 Exam offers students a comprehensive overview of art
history from prehistoric to contemporary times, emphasizing critical
thinking, visual analysis, and contextual understanding of artworks across
diverse cultures. This exam not only assesses students' knowledge and
appreciation of artistic movements and techniques but also their ability to
connect historical contexts with the artwork produced throughout history. In
this article, we will explore the structure of the AP Art History exam,
essential topics covered, preparation strategies, and tips for success.



Overview of the AP Art History Exam

The AP Art History exam is designed to test students’ understanding of art
from various time periods and regions, focusing on key concepts that shape
the study of art history. The exam is divided into two main sections:
multiple-choice questions and free-response questions.

Exam Structure

1. Multiple—-Choice Section

- This section consists of 80 questions.

— Students have 1 hour to complete it.

— Questions typically cover a wide range of topics, including:
— Identification of artworks based on images.

- Contextual understanding of art pieces.

— Analysis of visual elements and principles.

2. Free—-Response Section

— This section includes 6 questions, which students must complete in 2 hours.
- It is divided into two parts:

— Short-Answer Questions (3 questions): These require students to analyze
specific works of art and include comparisons or contextual information.

- Essay Questions (2 questions): Students must construct detailed essays that
demonstrate their knowledge and critical thinking about broader themes in art
history.

Key Topics Covered in the AP Art History
Curriculum

The AP Art History curriculum spans a wide array of topics. Understanding
these areas i1s crucial for success in the exam.

Chronological Organization

The curriculum is organized chronologically, covering different periods and
styles. Major periods include:

— Prehistoric Art: Understanding cave paintings, megalithic structures, and
the significance of early human expressions.

— Ancient Art: Exploration of Egyptian, Greek, and Roman art, emphasizing
their cultural significance and artistic innovations.

- Medieval Art: Examination of the transition from Romanesque to Gothic art
and architecture, including religious influences and iconography.

— Renaissance to Baroque: The evolution of art during the Renaissance,
including key artists like Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo, followed by
the dramatic expressions of the Baroque period.

— Modern to Contemporary Art: Analysis of movements such as Impressionism,
Surrealism, Abstract Expressionism, and the impact of global perspectives in
contemporary art.



Cultural Contexts

Art does not exist in a vacuum; it is influenced by cultural, political, and
social contexts. Key areas of exploration include:

— Art and Religion: How spirituality and religious beliefs shape artistic
expression.

— Political Influence: The role of art in political movements and propaganda.
— Social Issues: Art as a reflection of societal changes, including gender,
race, and class dynamics.

Artistic Techniques and Media

A thorough understanding of various artistic techniques and media is
essential. Students should familiarize themselves with:

— Painting Techniques: 0il, watercolor, fresco, and acrylic.

— Sculptural Methods: Carving, modeling, casting, and assemblage.

— Architectural Styles: Key features of Gothic, Baroque, Modernist, and
Postmodern architecture.

Preparation Strategies for the AP Art History
Exam

Preparing for the AP Art History exam requires a methodical approach. Here
are some strategies to help students effectively study:

Creating a Study Schedule

— Set Clear Goals: Identify topics to cover each week leading up to the exam.
— Allocate Time: Dedicate specific time blocks for reviewing art movements,
artists, and key works.

Utilizing Study Materials

— Textbooks: Use the recommended AP Art History textbooks as primary
resources.

— Online Resources: Leverage websites, videos, and online courses that offer
visual and contextual analysis.

— Flashcards: Create flashcards for key artworks, artists, and terminology
for quick recall.

Practicing with Past Exams

- Sample Questions: Familiarize yourself with past exam questions to
understand the format and types of questions asked.
— Timed Practice: Simulate exam conditions by timing yourself while answering



multiple-choice and free-response questions.

Tips for Success on the Exam

Success in the AP Art History exam relies on effective test-taking strategies
and a deep understanding of the material. Here are some tips:

During the Multiple-Choice Section

— Read Carefully: Pay close attention to the wording of each question and
answer choice.

- Eliminate Wrong Answers: Use the process of elimination to narrow down
choices.

— Manage Your Time: Keep track of time and ensure you answer all questions
within the allotted hour.

During the Free—-Response Section

— Outline Your Answers: Before writing, take a moment to outline your
thoughts to organize your response.

— Use Art Terminology: Demonstrate your knowledge by incorporating relevant
art terminology and concepts.

— Support Your Arguments: Use specific examples from the artwork to back up
your claims and analyses.

After the Exam

— Review Your Performance: After receiving your scores, analyze areas of
strength and weakness for future reference.

- Engage with Art: Continue exploring art outside the classroom to deepen
your appreciation and understanding.

Conclusion

The AP Art History 2023 Exam is a challenging yet rewarding opportunity for
students to engage with art across cultures and time periods. By
understanding the exam structure, key topics, and effective preparation
strategies, students can cultivate a rich knowledge base that enhances their
appreciation of art. Success in this exam not only provides college credit
but also fosters critical thinking and visual literacy skills that are
valuable in many fields. With dedication and thorough preparation, students
can excel in the AP Art History exam, making their mark in the world of art
scholarship.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in the AP Art
History 2023 exam?

The AP Art History 2023 exam covers a variety of topics including the
analysis of artworks from different cultures, historical contexts, and the
significance of art movements from prehistoric to contemporary times.

How is the AP Art History exam structured?

The AP Art History exam consists of two sections: a multiple-choice section
with 80 gquestions and a free-response section that includes two long essays
and one image-based multiple-choice question.

What resources are recommended for studying for the
AP Art History 2023 exam?

Recommended resources include the official College Board AP Art History
Course Description, art history textbooks, online study guides, and review
videos. Additionally, practice exams can be very helpful.

What skills are tested in the AP Art History exam?

The exam tests skills such as visual analysis, contextual analysis, and the
ability to compare and contrast artworks. Students must also demonstrate an
understanding of art historical terminology and concepts.

Are there any changes to the AP Art History exam
format in 20237

As of 2023, there have been no significant changes to the AP Art History exam
format. However, students should stay updated with the College Board for any
minor adjustments or updates.

What is the importance of the image-based multiple-
choice questions in the AP Art History exam?

The image-based multiple-choice questions are important because they assess
students' abilities to analyze visual information and apply their knowledge
of art history to specific artworks, which is a key component of the course.
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Prepare for the AP Art History 2023 exam with essential tips
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