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AP Literature multiple choice questions play a crucial role in assessing high school students' mastery of
literary analysis, critical reading, and comprehension skills. These questions are an integral part of the
Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature and Composition exam, which is designed to offer students a
college-level experience and the opportunity to earn college credit. In this article, we will delve into the
structure of the AP Literature multiple-choice section, strategies for success, common pitfalls to avoid, and

valuable resources for preparation.

Understanding the AP Literature Multiple Choice Section

The AP Literature exam consists of two main components: the multiple-choice section and the free-
response section. The multiple-choice section is comprised of 55 questions that test students' abilities to

analyze and interpret literary texts. This segment accounts for 45% of the overall score.

Structure of the Multiple-Choice Section

The multiple-choice questions are drawn from a variety of literary genres, including poetry, prose fiction,

and drama. Here’s a breakdown of what you can expect:

1. Question Types:

- Literary Analysis: Questions may ask you to analyze themes, character development, and narrative



techniques.

- Passage-Based Questions: You will be presented with excerpts from works of literature and asked to
answer questions about them.

- Contextual Understanding: Some questions may require you to understand the historical or cultural

context of a work.

2. Timing:

- Students are given 60 minutes to complete the multiple-choice section, which means pacing is essential.

3. Scoring:
- Each correct answer earns one point, while incorrect answers do not incur penalties. This encourages

students to answer every question rather than leave any blank.

Strategies for Success on AP Literature Multiple Choice

To excel in the AP Literature multiple-choice section, students must adopt effective study and test-taking

strategies. Here are some proven techniques:

1. Familiarize Yourself with Literary Terms

Understanding key literary terms is essential for interpreting questions and passages. Some important terms

include:

- Theme: The central idea or message in a literary work.
- Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.
- Tone: The author’s attitude toward the subject or audience.

- Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses.

2. Practice Active Reading

When reading literary passages, engage with the text by:

- Annotating: Take notes in the margins, underline key phrases, and highlight literary devices.
- Summarizing: After reading a passage, summarize it in your own words to ensure comprehension.
- Asking Questions: Consider the motivations of characters, the significance of the setting, and other

elements that contribute to the overall meaning.



3. Take Practice Tests

Utilizing practice tests is one of the best ways to prepare for the AP Literature multiple choice section.

Here’s how to make the most of them:

- Simulate Test Conditions: Time yourself and try to mimic the exam environment to build comfort and
speed.
- Review Your Answers: After completing a practice test, thoroughly review both correct and incorrect

answers to understand your mistakes.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Even seasoned test-takers can fall into traps that hinder their performance on the AP Literature exam.

Here are some common pitfalls to avoid:

1. Overthinking Questions

It can be tempting to second-guess your initial instincts. Often, your first answer is the right one. Trust

your preparation and your understanding of the material.

2. Ignoring the Passage Context

When answering passage-based questions, always refer back to the text. Many questions are designed to

mislead you if you rely solely on your knowledge of literature without considering the specific passage.

3. Skipping Questions

Since there is no penalty for incorrect answers, it’s always better to guess than to leave a question blank.

Use the process of elimination to increase your chances of selecting the correct answer.

Valuable Resources for Preparation

Preparing for the AP Literature multiple-choice section requires access to quality resources. Here are some

recommendations:



1. Official AP Resources

The College Board, which administers the AP exams, offers several resources, including:
- Course Description: A detailed guide that outlines the content and structure of the AP Literature exam.

- Sample Questions: The College Board provides a selection of sample multiple-choice questions that can

help you familiarize yourself with the format.

2. Review Books

Several review books are tailored specifically for the AP Literature exam. Some popular options include:

- "Cracking the AP English Literature Exam" by Princeton Review
- "AP English Literature and Composition" by Barron’s
- "5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature" by McGraw Hill

3. Online Resources and Forums

Utilize online platforms for additional practice and community support:

- AP Classroom: An online tool provided by the College Board for practice questions and personalized
feedback.

- Reddit and Other Forums: Engaging with fellow students can provide insights, tips, and shared resources.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the AP Literature multiple choice section requires a combination of literary
knowledge, critical thinking skills, and effective test-taking strategies. By familiarizing yourself with the
structure of the exam, practicing regularly, and avoiding common pitfalls, you can enhance your chances of
success. With the right preparation and resources, you can navigate the complexities of literary analysis and

emerge with confidence on exam day. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary focus of AP Literature multiple choice questions?

The primary focus is to assess students' ability to analyze literary texts, including understanding themes,

characters, and literary devices.

How many multiple choice questions are typically included in the AP
Literature exam?

There are typically 55 multiple choice questions on the AP Literature exam.

What types of texts are commonly featured in the AP Literature
multiple choice section?

The section includes excerpts from novels, plays, short stories, and poetry, covering a range of periods and

styles.

What skills are tested in the multiple choice section of the AP Literature
exam?

Skills tested include close reading, interpretation of literary elements, and understanding of figurative

language and tone.

Is it beneficial to practice with released AP Literature multiple choice
questions?

Yes, practicing with released questions helps students familiarize themselves with the format and types of

questions asked.

Can understanding literary terms improve performance on the AP
Literature multiple choice section?

Absolutely, a strong grasp of literary terms enhances students' ability to identify and analyze elements in

texts.

Are there any specific strategies for tackling difficult multiple choice
questions on the AP Literature exam?

Yes, strategies include eliminating obviously wrong answers, looking for context clues in the text, and

managing time effectively.

How should students approach poetry questions in the multiple choice



section?

Students should focus on understanding the poem's structure, tone, imagery, and figurative language to

answer questions accurately.

‘What role does time management play in the AP Literature multiple
choice section?

Effective time management is crucial as students must complete 55 questions in 60 minutes, allowing time

for careful reading and answer selection.

How is the multiple choice section weighted compared to the free-
response section in the overall AP Literature score?

The multiple choice section accounts for 45% of the total score, while the free-response section accounts for

55%.
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Master the AP Literature multiple choice section with expert tips and strategies. Boost your score
and confidence—learn more in our comprehensive guide!
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