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SCENE ONE

(The curtain rises on the New York City Mirric ipal
(vphanage - Girls” Anriex, Shortly after 3:00 a.m. on &
chilly morming in early December 1933.)

{The stage is nearly dark. Asleep in the .Iu-r.'rnr-'rf}_ (FE
ORPHANS - MOLLY, the titlest who is & KATE, il:‘q'
mext-to-littlest, wiho s 7; TESSIE, the crybabry, who & 10;
PEFPER, the tougghest, who i3 12; JULY, the quielest, who
i 13; and DUFFY, the biggest, who is also 13.)

(#2 - MAYBE (UNDEBRSCORE) begins.)
MOLLY

farwaking from o dream and crving out)
samal Mama! Mommy!

PEPPER
Shut up!
DUFFY
Can't anybody get any sleep around here?
MOLLY
Mama. Moy,
PEPPER

] sabd shut your trap, Molly.
(PEPPER shoves MOLLY to the floor.)

jury
Ahh, stop shovin’ the poor kd. She ain't doin’ nuthin to you.

ANNIEJR FULL SCRIPT IS A DELIGHTFUL ADAPTATION OF THE BELOVED MUSICAL “ANNIE,” SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR YOUNGER
PERFORMERS. THIS CONDENSED VERSION MAINTAINS THE CHARM AND HEART OF THE ORIGINAL, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE FOR
SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY THEATER GROUPS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE BACKGROUND OF THE MUSICAL,

PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE CHARACTERS, DISCUSS KEY THEMES, AND EXPLORE HOW TO EFFECTIVELY APPROACH A
PRODUCTION OF ANNIE JR FULL SCRIPT.

BACKGROUND OF ANNIE JR

ANNIE IS A MUSICAL BASED ON THE COMIC STRIP “LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE,” CREATED BY HAROLD GRAY. THE ORIGINAL
BROADWAY PRODUCTION PREMIERED IN 1977, FEATURING MUSIC BY CHARLES STROUSE, LYRICS BY MARTIN CHARNIN, AND A

BOOK BY THOMAS MEEHAN. OVER THE YEARS, THE SHOW HAS BECOME A STAPLE OF AMERICAN THEATER, BELOVED FOR ITS
CATCHY SONGS, ENGAGING STORY, AND ENDEARING CHARACTERS.



ANNIEJR IS A SCALED-DOWN VERSION THAT RETAINS THE ESSENCE OF THE ORIGINAL WHILE SIMPLIFYING SOME MUSICAL NUMBERS
AND DIALOGUE. |T IS PARTICULARLY SUITED FOR YOUNGER PERFORMERS, GENERALLY INVOLVING A CAST OF ELEMENTARY AND
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS. THE BRIGHT AND OPTIMISTIC STORY ABOUT OVERCOMING ADVERSITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
FAMILY RESONATES WITH AUDIENCES, MAKING IT A POPULAR CHOICE FOR SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS.

OvVEerVIEW OF CHARACTERS

THE CHARACTERS IN ANNIEJR FULL SCRIPT ARE DIVERSE AND COLORFUL, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE STORY'S HEARTW ARMING
MESSAGE. HERE ARE SOME OF THE KEY CHARACTERS:

. ANNIE: THE OPTIMISTIC AND SPIRITED ORPHAN GIRL WHO DREAMS OF FINDING HER PARENTS AND A BETTER LIFE.

. DADDY W ARBUCKS: A WEALTHY AND GRUFF BUSINESSMAN WHO BECOMES A FATHER FIGURE TO ANNIE.

. Miss HANNIGAN: THE COMICALLY CRUEL MATRON OF THE ORPHANAGE WHO TRIES TO KEEP HER CHARGES IN LINE.
. GRACE FARRELL: DADDY W ARBUCKS' KIND-HEARTED SECRETARY WHO SEES THE GOOD IN ANNIE.

. RoosTer HANNIGAN: Miss HANNIGAN'S SCHEMING BROTHER, WHO HAS PLANS TO EXPLOIT ANNIE.

. LiLY ST. ReGIS: ROOSTER'S GIRLFRIEND, WHO IS EQUALLY AMBITIOUS AND SOMEWHAT CLUELESS.

. ORPHANS: ANNIE’S FRIENDS AT THE ORPHANAGE, EACH WITH UNIQUE PERSONALITIES AND STORIES.

NG OV ON —

Key THEMES

ANNIEJR ENCAPSULATES SEVERAL IMPORTANT THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH BOTH YOUNG PERFORMERS AND AUDIENCES. SOME
OF THESE INCLUDE:

- HoPE AND RESILIENCE: ANNIE'S UNWAVERING BELIEF THAT HER PARENTS WILL COME FOR HER AND HER ABILITY TO REMAIN
POSITIVE IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES INSPIRE THOSE AROUND HER.

- FAMILY AND BELONGING: THE SEARCH FOR FAMILY IS A CENTRAL THEME, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE AND
CONNECTION, WHETHER THROUGH BLOOD OR CHOSEN RELATIONSHIPS.

- THE POWER oF OPTIMISM: ANNIE’S SUNNY DISPOSITION AND CAN-DO ATTITUDE SERVE AS A REMINDER THAT POSITIVITY CAN
CHANGE ONE'S CIRCUMSTANCES, EVEN IN THE BLEAKEST OF SITUATIONS.

- SoclAL CLASS AND WEALTH: THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE IMPOVERISHED ORPHANS AND THE WEALTHY ELITE, REPRESENTED
BY DADDY \X/ARBUCKS/ RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE, KINDNESS, AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THOSE WITH
PRIVILEGE.

APPROACHING THE PRODUCTION

PRODUCING ANNIEJR FULL SCRIPT CAN BE AN ENRICHING EXPERIENCE FOR BOTH THE CAST AND THE AUDIENCE. HERE ARE SOME
STEPS TO CONSIDER WHEN PREPARING FOR A SUCCESSFUL SHOW:

1. SCRIPT AND SCORE

- ACQUIRE THE SCRIPT: ENSURE YOU HAVE THE OFFICIAL ANNIEJR FULL SCRIPT AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CAST. |T IS IMPORTANT
TO USE THE AUTHORIZED VERSION TO RESPECT COPYRIGHT LAWS.

- FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE SCORE: THE MUSIC IS INTEGRAL TO THE STORYTELLING. FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE
SONGS, THEIR PLACEMENTS IN THE SCRIPT, AND HOW THEY ENHANCE THE NARRATIVE.

2. CASTING

- AUDITIONS: HOLD AUDITIONS TO FIND THE RIGHT ACTORS FOR EACH ROLE. LOOK FOR PERFORMERS WHO CAN EMBODY THE



CHARACTERS' SPIRIT AND ENERGY.
- CONSIDER AGE APPROPRIATENESS: SINCE THIS VERSION IS GEARED TOWARDS YOUNGER PERFORMERS, MAKE SURE THE AGES OF
THE CAST ALIGN WITH THE ROLES.

3. REHEARSALS

- CREATE A SCHEDULE: DEVELOP A REHEARSAL SCHEDULE THAT BALANCES TIME FOR LEARNING LINES, BLOCKING SCENES, AND
PRACTICING SONGS.

- INCORPORATE FUN ACTIVITIES: ENGAGE THE CAST WITH ICEBREAKERS AND TEAM-BUILDING EXERCISES TO FOSTER
CAMARADERIE.

4. SeT DesiGN AND COSTUMES

- SIMPLE SETS: For scHooL PRODUCTIONS, CONSIDER SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE SETS THAT CAN BE EASILY CONSTRUCTED AND
MOVED.

- COSTUME PLANNING: W/ ORK ON COSTUMES THAT REFLECT THE TIME PERIOD AND PERSONALITY OF EACH CHARACTER. THRIFT
STORES AND DONATIONS CAN BE EXCELLENT RESOURCES FOR AFFORDABLE COSTUME OPTIONS.

5. PROMOTION AND TICKETS

- MARKETING: PROMOTE THE SHOW THROUGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTERS, SOCIAL MEDIA, AND COMMUNITY BOARDS. UTiLize
POSTERS AND FLYERS TO ATTRACT AN AUDIENCE.
- TICKET SALES: DECIDE WHETHER TO CHARGE FOR TICKETS. IF SO, DETERMINE PRICING AND HOW TO DISTRIBUTE THEM.

6. PERFORMANCES

- DRESS REHEARSALS: SCHEDULE A FEW DRESS REHEARSALS TO ALLOW THE CAST TO GET COMFORTABLE IN THEIR COSTUMES
AND WITH THE SET.

- PERFORMANCE NIGHT: ON THE NIGHT OF THE PERFORMANCE, ENSURE THAT EVERYONE IS PREPARED AND FEELING CONFIDENT. A
PEP TALK CAN HELP EASE NERVES.

CoNCLUSION

ANNIEJR FULL SCRIPT OFFERS AN ENGAGING, HEART W ARMING EXPERIENCE FOR YOUNG PERFORMERS AND AUDIENCES ALIKE. ITs
THEMES OF HOPE, FAMILY, AND OPTIMISM RESONATE DEEPLY, MAKING IT A TIMELESS CHOICE FOR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
THEATER PRODUCTIONS. BY FOCUSING ON EFFECTIVE REHEARSAL STRATEGIES, THOUGHTFUL CASTING, AND CREATIVE SET AND
COSTUME DESIGN, ANY GROUP CAN BRING THIS BELOVED STORY TO LIFE. W/HETHER YOU'RE A SEASONED DIRECTOR OR TAKING ON
YOUR FIRST PRODUCTION, ANNIEJR IS SURE TO LEAVE A LASTING IMPACT ON EVERYONE INVOLVED. EMBRACE THE JOY OF
THEATER AND LET THE SPIRIT OF ANNIE SHINE THROUGH!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE FULL SCRIPT FOR ANNIE JR.?

THE FULL SCRIPT FOR ANNIE JR. CAN TYPICALLY BE FOUND ON LICENSED THEATER WEBSITES, OR YOU MAY PURCHASE IT
THROUGH AUTHORIZED PUBLISHERS LIKE MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI).



Is THE ANNIE JR. SCRIPT SUITABLE FOR ALL AGE GROUPS?

YES/ ANNIEJR. IS DESIGNED FOR YOUNGER PERFORMERS AND AUDIENCES, MAKING IT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, WITH
THEMES OF OPTIMISM AND RESILIENCE.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE CHANGES IN THE ANNIE JR. SCRIPT COMPARED TO THE ORIGINAL
ANNIE?

YESI ANNIEJR. IS A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE ORIGINAL MUSICAL, FEATURING A SIMPLIFIED PLOT AND REDUCED SONG LIST TO
ACCOMMODATE YOUNGER PERFORMERS AND SHORTER PERFORMANCE TIMES.

CAN | USE THE ANNIE JR. SCRIPT FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES?

W/HILE YOU CAN DISCUSS AND ANALYZE THE SCRIPT FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES, YOU MUST OBTAIN PROPER LICENSING IF YOU
PLAN TO PERFORM IT PUBLICLY.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN ANNIE JR.P

ANNIEJR. EXPLORES THEMES OF HOPE, FRIENDSHIP, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY, HIGHLIGHTING THE POWER OF OPTIMISM EVEN
IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.

ARE THERE ANY RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR DIRECTING A PRODUCTION OF ANNIE JR.?

YES, RESOURCES SUCH AS PRODUCTION GUIDES, REHEARSAL SCHEDULES, AND CHARACTER BREAKDOWNS ARE OFTEN AVAILABLE
FROM MT| OR THEATER EDUCATION WEBSITES TO ASSIST DIRECTORS IN STAGING ANNIEJR.
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