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AP Biology Lab 7 Genetics of Drosophila Answers is a crucial component of the Advanced
Placement Biology curriculum. This lab focuses on understanding the principles of genetics
through the study of fruit flies, Drosophila melanogaster. Drosophila is an ideal organism for
genetic studies due to its short life cycle, ease of culture, and well-mapped genome. In this
article, we will explore the fundamental concepts of the lab, the methodology used, and
how to interpret the results, as well as provide insights into the genetic crosses performed
and the expected outcomes.



Understanding Drosophila Genetics

Drosophila melanogaster has been a cornerstone of genetic research since the early 20th
century. The organism exhibits a variety of traits that can be easily observed and
quantified, making it an excellent model organism for studying inheritance patterns.

Key Concepts in Genetics

1. Genes and Alleles:

- A gene is a segment of DNA that encodes a trait, while an allele is a variant form of a
gene. For example, the gene for eye color in Drosophila has different alleles that produce
red or white eyes.

2. Genotype and Phenotype:

- The genotype refers to the genetic makeup of an organism (e.g., homozygous or
heterozygous), while the phenotype is the observable characteristic (e.g., red or white
eyes).

3. Mendelian Inheritance:
- Gregor Mendel’s principles of segregation and independent assortment govern inheritance
patterns in Drosophila. The lab explores these principles through specific genetic crosses.

4. Linkage and Recombination:
- Genes located close together on the same chromosome tend to be inherited together, a

phenomenon known as linkage. Recombination can occur during meiosis, leading to genetic
variation.

Objectives of the Lab

The primary objectives of AP Biology Lab 7 include:

- To understand the principles of Mendelian genetics through the use of Drosophila.
- To perform genetic crosses and analyze the resulting offspring.

- To determine the inheritance patterns of specific traits.

- To calculate and interpret phenotypic ratios and understand deviations from expected
outcomes.

Materials and Methods

Materials Needed

- Drosophila cultures (various phenotypes)



- Vials for breeding and rearing flies

- Yeast for food

- Dissection microscope

- Brushes for transferring flies

- Staining materials (if necessary for observing traits)
- Data sheets for recording observations

Procedure Overview

1. Preparation of Cultures:
- Start by establishing cultures of Drosophila with known phenotypes. Common traits
studied include eye color (red vs. white) and wing shape (normal vs. vestigial).

2. Crossing Drosophila:
- Perform genetic crosses by transferring males and females of different phenotypes into
vials. Ensure to label each vial with the phenotype and date.

3. Collecting Offspring:
- After a few days, observe the offspring. Use a microscope to identify and count individuals
based on the traits of interest.

4. Data Analysis:
- Record the number of each phenotype observed. Calculate the expected ratios based on
Mendelian inheritance principles.

5. Performing Test Crosses:
- Conduct test crosses to determine the genotype of individuals with dominant phenotypes.
This involves crossing the unknown genotype with a homozygous recessive individual.

Expected Results and Analysis

Phenotypic Ratios

In a typical monohybrid cross involving a trait like eye color, the expected phenotypic ratio
in the F2 generation is usually 3:1 (dominant:recessive). In a dihybrid cross involving two
traits, the expected ratio is 9:3:3:1.

- Example 1: Red eyes (R) are dominant over white eyes (r).
- F1 Generation: All offspring have red eyes (Rr).
- F2 Generation: Expected ratio is 3 red (RR or Rr) to 1 white (rr).

- Example 2: Normal wings (N) are dominant over vestigial wings (n).
- F1 Generation: All offspring have normal wings (Nn).
- F2 Generation: Expected ratio is 3 normal (NN or Nn) to 1 vestigial (nn).



Calculating Phenotypic Ratios

To analyze the data, students must:

1. Count the Offspring: Record the number of each phenotype observed.

2. Calculate Ratios: Use the formula:

- Ratio = (Number of Dominant Phenotype) : (Number of Recessive Phenotype)

3. Compare to Expected Ratios: Determine if the observed ratios conform to Mendelian
predictions.

Chi-Square Analysis

To assess the goodness of fit between observed and expected ratios, a chi-square test can
be conducted. The formula is:

\[
\chi”~2 = \sum \frac{(O - E)"~2}{E}
\]

Where:
- O = observed frequency
- E = expected frequency

Determine the degrees of freedom and use a chi-square table to assess statistical
significance.

Common Genetic Crosses in Drosophila

Understanding common genetic crosses can enhance comprehension of inheritance
patterns:

1. Monohybrid Cross:
- Examines the inheritance of a single trait.
- Example: Cross between red-eyed and white-eyed flies.

2. Dihybrid Cross:

- Investigates the inheritance of two traits simultaneously.

- Example: Cross between flies with normal wings and red eyes versus flies with vestigial
wings and white eyes.

3. Test Cross:
- Used to determine the genotype of an individual with a dominant phenotype.
- Involves crossing with a homozygous recessive.



Conclusion

AP Biology Lab 7 Genetics of Drosophila Answers provides a hands-on approach to studying
genetic principles and inheritance patterns. Through the use of Drosophila, students gain
valuable insights into Mendelian genetics, understand the significance of genetic variation,
and develop skills in data collection and analysis. The lab not only reinforces theoretical
knowledge but also cultivates practical skills essential for any aspiring biologist. As students
perform crosses and analyze traits, they engage directly with the foundational concepts
that underlie the study of genetics, preparing them for future scientific endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main objective of Lab 7 in AP Biology
focusing on Drosophila genetics?

The main objective is to study the inheritance patterns of specific traits in Drosophila
melanogaster, allowing students to understand Mendelian genetics.

Which traits are commonly observed in Drosophila for
genetics experiments?

Common traits include eye color (red vs. white), wing shape (normal vs. vestigial), and
body color (gray vs. ebony).

How are Drosophila specimens typically obtained for
Lab 7 experiments?

Drosophila specimens are usually obtained from a stock culture provided by the laboratory,
which ensures genetic consistency.

What is the purpose of performing a test cross in
Drosophila genetics?

A test cross is performed to determine the genotype of an individual with a dominant
phenotype by crossing it with a homozygous recessive individual.

What is the expected phenotypic ratio for a dihybrid
cross in Drosophila?

The expected phenotypic ratio for a dihybrid cross is typically 9:3:3:1 for a cross involving
two traits that assort independently.

Why is Drosophila melanogaster a model organism for



genetic studies?

Drosophila is a model organism due to its short life cycle, ease of maintenance, and the
simplicity of observing genetic traits across generations.

What statistical method is commonly used to analyze
the results of Drosophila genetics experiments?

The Chi-square test is commonly used to analyze the observed versus expected phenotypic
ratios to determine if the results fit Mendelian expectations.

How can students ensure accurate results in their
Drosophila genetics experiments?

Students can ensure accurate results by carefully controlling breeding conditions,
accurately counting phenotypes, and repeating experiments to confirm findings.
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