Answer Key The Monkeys Paw Worksheet

Answers

Name: Date:
The Monkey's Paw

1. Pleasantly calm or peaceful A, ATTRIBUTE

2. Having or showing pleasant qualities B. PLACIDLY

3, Having or desire C. TALISMAN

4, To express sympathy to others [ ENTHRALLED

5. Red or reddish E. PROFFERED

B. To out before a person for acceptance F. ILL-GOTTEN

7. Steadfastly courageous G. AMIABLY

B, A Muslim or Hindu religious person or monk H. CREDULITY

3. To effect someones nerves in a negative way |. FAKIR

10. Impertinently bold J. DUBIOUSLY

11, A caprice, whim; vagary K. BETOKEMED

11, Persistent in effort L. FANCY

13. Something that has a powerful influence on hueman feelings M. PROSAIC

14, To captivate or charm H. ANTIMACASSAR

15. To speak evil of someone 0. MALIGHED

16, Asmall covering placed on the back of furniture P MARRED

17. Doubtful; questionable

18. Modest or bashful

19, Willingness to believe or trust (oo readily
20. To damage or spoil

Z

. Acquired by dishonest of evil means

Q. SHAMEFACEDLY
R. RUBICUMD

5. JARRED

T. PRESUMPTLIOUS
U, COINCIDENCE

21, Comman place or dull V. DESIROUS
21, To give evidence of 'W. CONDOLED
24, Lack of serigusness oF sense X. FRIVOLOUS
25, To regard as resulting from a specific cause ¥, DOUGHTY
26. A striking occurrence of two or mare events at one time by chance 1. DOGGEDLY

Answer Key The Monkeys Paw Worksheet Answers is a critical resource for educators and students alike,
especially when it comes to analyzing W.W. Jacobs's classic short story, "The Monkey's Paw." This tale
delves into themes of fate, the supernatural, and the consequences of tampering with destiny. The
worksheet typically includes comprehension questions, thematic discussions, and vocabulary exercises that
help students engage more deeply with the text. In this article, we will explore the significance of "The
Monkey's Paw," the types of questions often found in worksheets, and provide a comprehensive answer

key for a hypothetical worksheet.



Understanding "The Monkey's Paw"

"The Monkey's Paw," first published in 1902, is a supernatural horror story that captures the imagination of
readers with its eerie atmosphere and thought-provoking moral lessons. The plot revolves around the
White family, who come into possession of a mystical monkey's paw that grants them three wishes.
However, the wishes come with devastating consequences, leading to a chilling exploration of human

desire, greed, and the unforeseen repercussions of one's actions.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the White family: Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert. They are visited
by Sergeant-Major Morris, who introduces the monkey's paw and explains its magical properties. Despite
his warnings about the dangers of using the paw, the Whites are intrigued and eventually decide to make

a wish.

1. First Wish: Mr. White wishes for £200 to pay off their mortgage. The next day, Herbert dies in a work
accident, and the family receives £200 in compensation.

2. Second Wish: Overcome with grief, Mrs. White urges her husband to use the second wish to bring
Herbert back to life. They hear a knock at the door, but when Mr. White opens it, he sees a horrific figure,
a mutilated version of Herbert.

3. Third Wish: In a panic, Mr. White uses his final wish to undo the second wish, and the knocking ceases.

The story concludes with the implication that some wishes are better left ungranted, emphasizing the

themes of fate, loss, and the consequences of human desire.

Worksheet Components

‘Worksheets based on "The Monkey's Paw" generally include a variety of question types designed to test

comprehension, analysis, and critical thinking skills. Here are some common components:

Comprehension Questions

These questions focus on key plot points, character motivations, and themes. Examples include:

1. What is the significance of the monkey's paw?
2. How does each wish affect the White family?

3. What warnings are given about the paw, and how are they ignored?



Thematic Discussions

These sections encourage students to explore broader themes and moral lessons within the story. Potential

discussion prompts could include:

- Discuss the theme of fate versus free will in "The Monkey's Paw."
- How does the story illustrate the dangers of greed?

- What moral lessons can be learned from the characters' experiences with the paw?

Vocabulary Exercises

To enhance vocabulary, worksheets might include a list of challenging words from the text, such as "fate,"

non

"talisman," "condoled," and "dismay." Students could be asked to define these words, use them in sentences,

or find synonyms.

Answer Key for The Monkeys Paw Worksheet

Below is a hypothetical answer key for the types of questions typically found in a worksheet about "The
Monkey's Paw."

Comprehension Questions

1. What is the significance of the monkey's paw?
- The monkey's paw is a symbol of fate and the potential consequences of interfering with it. It represents

the idea that wishes may not yield the desired outcomes and serves as a cautionary tale about human desire.

2. How does each wish affect the White family?
- The first wish brings financial relief but results in Herbert's tragic death. The second wish, aimed at
reversing that death, leads to a horrifying realization when Herbert returns in a grotesque state. The final

wish restores a semblance of peace but leaves the family in deep grief.

3. What warnings are given about the paw, and how are they ignored?
- Sergeant-Major Morris warns the Whites that the paw will grant them wishes but at a terrible cost. They

ignore these warnings, driven by their desires, which ultimately leads to their downfall.



Thematic Discussions

- Discuss the theme of fate versus free will in "The Monkey's Paw."
- The story highlights the tension between fate and free will; the Whites attempt to control their destiny
through wishes, but they ultimately cannot escape the consequences of their actions. Their choices lead to

tragic outcomes, suggesting that some aspects of life are beyond human control.

- How does the story illustrate the dangers of greed?
- The Whites' initial desire for money leads to a series of unfortunate events. Their inability to accept their
circumstances and their relentless pursuit of more—first money, then life—demonstrates how greed can

lead to ruin.

- What moral lessons can be learned from the characters' experiences with the paw?
- The story teaches that one should be cautious about what they wish for, as desires may come with
unforeseen consequences. It emphasizes the importance of accepting one's fate and the dangers of

attempting to alter it.

Vocabulary Exercises

1. Define the following words:

- Fate: The development of events beyond a person's control, regarded as determined by a supernatural
power.

- Talisman: An object, typically an inscribed ring or stone, that is thought to have magic powers and bring
good luck.

- Condole: To express sympathy or sorrow for someone else's misfortune.

- Dismay: A feeling of shock or distress.

2. Use the following words in sentences:

- Fate: "She believed that fate brought her to this moment in time."

- Talisman: "He carried the old coin as a talisman, hoping it would bring him good fortune."
- Condole: "Friends and family came to condole with her after the loss."

- Dismay: "To her dismay, the project was not completed on time."

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Answer Key The Monkeys Paw Worksheet Answers serves as a valuable tool for
educators and students seeking to understand W.W. Jacobs's cautionary tale. By engaging with the text
through comprehension questions, thematic discussions, and vocabulary exercises, students can gain a

deeper understanding of the story's complex themes and moral lessons. "The Monkey's Paw" remains a



timeless narrative that warns against the perils of desire and the unpredictability of fate, making it a

perennial favorite in literature classrooms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of "The Monkey's Paw'?

The main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the danger of tampering with fate and the consequences of

greed and desire.

How does the monkey's paw affect the White family?

The monkey's paw brings misfortune to the White family, leading to tragic events that illustrate the

consequences of their wishes.

What do the three wishes symbolize in the story?

The three wishes symbolize the unpredictable nature of human desire and the idea that getting what you

wish for may not bring happiness.

‘What lesson can be learned from the ending of 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The lesson from the ending is that some things are better left untouched, and that the pursuit of one's

desires can lead to unforeseen and often horrific consequences.

‘What role does foreshadowing play in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

Foreshadowing in "The Monkey's Paw' builds suspense and hints at the tragic outcomes of the characters'

choices, particularly through the warnings about the paw.

How is irony used in "The Monkey's Paw'?

Irony is used throughout "'The Monkey's Paw' as the characters' wishes lead to outcomes that are the

opposite of what they intended, highlighting the story's moral.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Monkey's Paw"?

The setting of "The Monkey's Paw' enhances the eerie and foreboding atmosphere, emphasizing the

themes of isolation and the supernatural.

How do the characters change throughout 'The Monkey's Paw"?

The characters in "The Monkey's Paw' undergo significant changes, becoming increasingly desperate and

regretful as they face the consequences of their wishes.
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