
Antigone Study Guide Answers Key

Antigone study guide answers key is an essential resource for students and
readers seeking to deepen their understanding of Sophocles' tragic play,
"Antigone." This timeless work explores themes of duty, morality, and the
conflict between individual conscience and state law. Using a study guide can
help unravel the complexities of the characters, plot, and themes, making it
easier to engage with the text and prepare for discussions or assessments. In
this article, we will provide an in-depth analysis of the key elements of
"Antigone," along with answers to common study questions that will serve as a
reference for your studies.

Overview of Antigone

"Antigone," written by Sophocles in the 5th century BCE, is a part of a
trilogy that includes "Oedipus Rex" and "Oedipus at Colonus." The play is set
in Thebes and centers around the story of Antigone, the daughter of Oedipus,
who defies King Creon’s edict to give her brother Polynices a proper burial.
The central conflict arises between Antigone's sense of familial duty and
moral obligation, and Creon's commitment to state law and order.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of "Antigone" is crucial for a comprehensive
analysis. Here are some of the most significant themes found in the play:



Individual vs. State: The primary conflict between Antigone and Creon
represents the struggle between personal beliefs and governmental
authority.

Moral and Ethical Duty: Antigone feels a strong obligation to honor her
brother, highlighting the conflict between moral responsibility and
social laws.

The Role of Women: Antigone challenges traditional gender roles through
her defiance, showcasing the strength and resolve of women in a
patriarchal society.

Fate vs. Free Will: The characters grapple with their destinies,
questioning whether their actions are preordained or a result of their
choices.

Consequences of Pride: Both Antigone and Creon exhibit hubris, leading
to their eventual downfalls.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Antigone" are richly developed, each representing
different perspectives on the central conflict. Here, we will analyze the
main characters:

Antigone

Antigone is the protagonist who embodies loyalty and moral conviction. Her
determination to give her brother a proper burial despite the consequences
showcases her bravery and love for family. She represents the struggle for
individual rights against oppressive authority.

Creon

Creon, the king of Thebes, symbolizes the law and order of the state. He is
steadfast in his beliefs and prioritizes the welfare of Thebes over personal
relationships. However, his rigid adherence to law ultimately leads to
tragedy, highlighting the dangers of excessive pride and authoritarianism.



Ismene

Ismene, Antigone's sister, represents the voice of caution and conformity.
She initially refuses to help Antigone bury their brother, fearing the
repercussions. Ismene's character illustrates the conflict between fear and
moral action.

Haemon

Haemon, Creon’s son and Antigone’s fiancé, attempts to mediate between his
father and Antigone. He embodies the theme of love and loyalty, ultimately
choosing to side with Antigone, which leads to tragic consequences.

Tiresias

Tiresias, the blind prophet, serves as a crucial character who represents
wisdom and foresight. His warnings to Creon about the dangers of his
decisions emphasize the theme of ignoring wise counsel and the repercussions
of pride.

Plot Summary

To understand "Antigone" more thoroughly, a brief plot summary is essential:

1. Prologue: Antigone and Ismene discuss the recent death of their brothers,
Polynices and Eteocles, and the decree by Creon that forbids the burial of
Polynices.
2. Antigone's Decision: Antigone resolves to bury her brother despite the
king's orders, while Ismene hesitates and refuses to join her.
3. Creon's Decree: Creon announces his laws regarding the punishment for
anyone who defies his orders regarding Polynices’s burial.
4. Antigone's Arrest: Antigone is caught burying her brother and is brought
before Creon, who is determined to punish her.
5. Conflict with Creon: Antigone argues her case based on divine law and her
loyalty to family, while Creon insists on the importance of state laws.
6. Haemon's Plea: Haemon attempts to convince his father to spare Antigone,
highlighting the people's support for her actions.
7. Tiresias's Warning: Tiresias warns Creon of the consequences of his
stubbornness, predicting tragedy if he does not relent.
8. Tragic Outcome: Creon’s refusal to change his mind leads to the deaths of
Antigone, Haemon, and eventually Eurydice, Creon's wife, resulting in his
profound loss and regret.



Common Study Questions and Answers

Understanding the text often involves answering key questions that arise
throughout the play. Here are some common questions along with succinct
answers:

1. What motivates Antigone to defy Creon’s orders?

Antigone is motivated by her strong sense of familial loyalty and moral
obligation. She believes that honoring the dead is a divine duty that
transcends human law.

2. How does Creon justify his harsh punishment of
Antigone?

Creon justifies his punishment by claiming that maintaining order and
authority is essential for the stability of the state. He views Antigone’s
actions as a direct challenge to his authority.

3. What role does fate play in the lives of the
characters?

Fate is a central theme in "Antigone," suggesting that the characters are
bound by destiny. Despite their choices, the outcomes seem predetermined,
leading to tragic consequences.

4. How does Sophocles portray the theme of gender
roles in the play?

Sophocles challenges traditional gender roles by presenting Antigone as a
strong, independent character who defies male authority. Ismene’s
submissiveness contrasts with Antigone’s assertiveness, highlighting the
struggle women faced in a patriarchal society.

5. What is the significance of Tiresias’s character?

Tiresias serves as a moral compass in the play, representing wisdom and
foresight. His warnings to Creon emphasize the importance of heeding advice
and recognizing the consequences of one's actions.



Conclusion

The Antigone study guide answers key offers invaluable insights into the
themes, characters, and plot of Sophocles' powerful play. By exploring the
conflicts between individual conscience and state law, familial loyalty, and
the repercussions of pride, readers can appreciate the depth of this tragic
narrative. As you study "Antigone," consider these elements to enhance your
understanding and engagement with this classic work. Whether preparing for a
class discussion or writing an essay, these insights will serve as a solid
foundation for your analysis of one of literature's most enduring tragedies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are central to Antigone, and how do they
relate to the study guide?
Central themes in Antigone include the conflict between individual conscience
and state law, the role of fate versus free will, and the nature of justice.
These themes can be explored in the study guide through character analysis
and plot summaries.

How does Antigone's character illustrate the concept
of civil disobedience in the study guide?
Antigone embodies civil disobedience by defying King Creon's edict to honor
her brother, Polynices. The study guide highlights her motivations and the
moral dilemmas she faces, prompting discussions on the ethical implications
of her actions.

What is the significance of Creon's character in
Antigone, according to the study guide?
Creon's character represents the authority of the state and the dangers of
absolute power. The study guide examines his tragic flaws, such as hubris and
stubbornness, and how these traits lead to his downfall, providing a
cautionary tale about leadership.

How does the study guide approach the concept of
fate versus free will in Antigone?
The study guide discusses how characters like Antigone and Creon struggle
with their fates, suggesting that while they make choices, they are
ultimately bound by destiny. It prompts readers to analyze how this theme
influences the characters' outcomes.



What role does the Chorus play in Antigone, as
explained in the study guide?
The Chorus serves as a moral commentator and reflects the societal values of
the time. The study guide outlines their function in the play, including how
they provide context, foreshadow events, and offer insights into the
characters' dilemmas.
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