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AP Biology 2017 FRQ refers to the free-response questions presented in the Advanced Placement
Biology exam of 2017. These questions are a critical component of the exam, assessing students'
understanding of biological concepts, their ability to apply knowledge in novel situations, and their
proficiency in scientific reasoning and writing. In this article, we will delve into the structure of the
2017 AP Biology FRQ section, analyze the questions posed, discuss strategies for effective responses,
and highlight key content areas that students should focus on for success in future exams.

Overview of AP Biology Free-Response Questions

The AP Biology exam is divided into two sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response
qguestions (FRQ). The FRQ section typically consists of two long questions and six short questions,
covering various topics from the AP Biology curriculum framework. The long questions generally
require more extensive answers, often involving data interpretation, experimental design, and
application of biological concepts.

Structure of the 2017 FRQ Section

In the 2017 AP Biology exam, the FRQ section consisted of:

- Two long questions:
- These questions usually require students to write detailed essays.
- Students may need to analyze data, explain processes, or discuss experimental results.

- Six short questions:
- These questions typically demand concise answers.

- They assess specific knowledge and understanding of biological concepts.

Each question is designed to evaluate students on their ability to articulate their understanding of



biology, use scientific terminology appropriately, and demonstrate critical thinking skills.

Analysis of the 2017 AP Biology FRQ Questions

Understanding the specific questions from the 2017 FRQ section can provide valuable insights into the
types of topics and skills that students are expected to master. Below is an analysis of the long and
short questions from the exam.

Long Question 1: Cellular Respiration and Photosynthesis

This question focused on the processes of cellular respiration and photosynthesis, requiring students
to compare and contrast these two vital metabolic pathways. The question prompted students to:

1. Describe the roles of the mitochondria and chloroplasts in energy conversion.
2. Explain how the two processes are interconnected through the cycles of matter and energy.
3. Discuss the impact of environmental factors on the rates of photosynthesis and cellular respiration.

Key concepts to address:

- Structures and functions of mitochondria and chloroplasts.

- The chemical equations for photosynthesis and cellular respiration.

- Factors affecting photosynthesis (light intensity, temperature, CO2 concentration) and respiration
(oxygen availability, substrate availability).

Long Question 2: Genetic Inheritance

The second long question examined genetic inheritance patterns, specifically focusing on Mendelian
genetics and more complex inheritance models. Students were required to:

1. Describe the principles of segregation and independent assortment.

2. Analyze a genetic cross and predict the phenotypic ratios of offspring.

3. Discuss exceptions to Mendelian genetics, such as incomplete dominance, codominance, and
polygenic inheritance.

Key concepts to address:

- Understanding of dominant and recessive alleles.
- Punnett squares for predicting genetic crosses.

- Examples of non-Mendelian inheritance patterns.

Short Questions

The short questions covered a range of topics, including ecology, evolution, and cellular processes.
Key areas included:



1. Ecological interactions: Understanding of symbiotic relationships and food webs.
2. Evolutionary mechanisms: Knowledge of natural selection, genetic drift, and speciation.
3. Cellular processes: Insights into the cell cycle, mitosis, and meiosis.

Each of these questions required precise answers, with an emphasis on clarity and scientific accuracy.

Strategies for Responding to FRQs

To excel in the AP Biology FRQ section, students should adopt effective strategies that enhance their
writing and analytical skills. Here are some recommended strategies:

1. Read the Questions Carefully

Before answering, students should take time to read each question thoroughly. Understanding what is
being asked is crucial for providing a focused response. Look for keywords such as “describe,”
“explain,” “compare,” and “analyze,” as these indicate the type of response expected.

2. Outline Your Answers

For long questions, it can be helpful to create a brief outline before writing. This approach allows
students to organize their thoughts and ensure they cover all necessary points. An outline can
include:

- Introduction to the topic.
- Main points to address (with supporting details).
- A conclusion that summarizes key findings or implications.

3. Use Diagrams and Charts

Whenever applicable, students should incorporate diagrams, charts, or graphs to enhance their
answers. Visual aids can clarify complex processes and demonstrate understanding, especially in
guestions related to cellular structures or metabolic pathways.

4. Be Concise and Focused

For short questions, precision is key. Students should aim to answer directly without unnecessary
elaboration. Each sentence should contribute to the overall response, and students should avoid filler
words or overly complicated language.



5. Practice Past FRQs

One of the best ways to prepare for the FRQ section is to practice with past exam questions. This
practice helps students familiarize themselves with the format, types of questions, and the level of
detail expected in responses. The College Board website provides access to previous AP Biology
exams and scoring guidelines.

Key Content Areas for AP Biology Exam Preparation

To perform well on the AP Biology FRQs, students should focus on the following key content areas:

1. Cellular Biology

Understanding cell structure, function, and processes such as cellular respiration and photosynthesis
is fundamental. Students should be able to explain how these processes are interconnected.

2. Genetics

A solid grasp of Mendelian and non-Mendelian genetics, including inheritance patterns and genetic
crosses, is essential. Students should practice constructing Punnett squares and predicting outcomes.

3. Evolutionary Biology

Knowledge of evolutionary mechanisms, evidence for evolution, and the tree of life is critical.
Students should understand the principles of natural selection and speciation.

4. Ecology and Interactions

Students should be familiar with ecological concepts, including ecosystems, energy flow, and
biogeochemical cycles. Understanding species interactions such as mutualism, commensalism, and
parasitism is also important.

5. Biotechnology and Applications

Awareness of biotechnological methods and their applications in research and medicine is
increasingly relevant. Understanding the ethical implications of biotechnology is also crucial for a
comprehensive understanding of the field.



Conclusion

The AP Biology 2017 FRQ section offered a comprehensive assessment of students' understanding of
biological concepts and their ability to apply this knowledge in various contexts. By analyzing the
guestions, adopting effective response strategies, and focusing on key content areas, students can
enhance their performance in future AP Biology exams. Preparation and practice are essential for
success in navigating the challenging landscape of AP Biology, and a thorough understanding of the
material will serve students well not only in the exam but in their future scientific endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key topics covered in the 2017 AP Biology Free
Response Questions?

The 2017 AP Biology Free Response Questions covered topics such as cellular processes, genetics,
evolution, and ecology.

How should students approach the long free response
questions in the 2017 AP Biology exam?

Students should read the questions carefully, outline their answers, and ensure they address all parts
of the prompt while using appropriate scientific terminology.

Were there any specific experiments referenced in the 2017
AP Biology FRQs?

Yes, the 2017 FRQs included references to experiments related to enzyme activity, population
dynamics, and genetic inheritance.

What scoring guidelines were used for the 2017 AP Biology
Free Response questions?

The scoring guidelines for the 2017 AP Biology FRQs included point allocations for correct responses,
clarity of explanations, and appropriate use of scientific terms.

How can students practice for the types of questions seen in
the 2017 AP Biology FRQs?

Students can practice by reviewing past exam questions, using AP Biology review books, and
engaging in group study sessions to discuss potential FRQ topics.

What types of diagrams or models were encouraged in the
2017 AP Biology exam responses?

Students were encouraged to use diagrams such as Punnett squares, food webs, and cell structure
models to illustrate their answers effectively.



How important is it to include specific examples in responses
to the 2017 AP Biology FRQs?

Including specific examples is crucial as it demonstrates a deeper understanding of concepts and can
earn additional points.

Where can students find resources to review the 2017 AP
Biology Free Response Questions?

Students can find resources on the College Board website, AP Biology review books, and educational
platforms that offer practice FRQs and answer explanations.
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