Ankara Museum Of Anatolian Civilizations

Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is a remarkable institution that
showcases the rich tapestry of Anatolian history and culture. Situated in the
heart of Turkey's capital, Ankara, this museum has become a pivotal
destination for historians, archaeologists, and tourists alike. With its
extensive collection of artifacts spanning thousands of years, the museum is
a testament to the diverse civilizations that have thrived in the region,
from the Paleolithic era to the present day.

History of the Museum

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations was established in 1921, making
it one of the oldest museums in Turkey. Its inception came during a period
when the importance of preserving cultural heritage was becoming increasingly
recognized. Initially located in a small building, the museum moved to its
current location, a restored Ottoman-era caravanserai, in 1968. This
transformation not only enhanced the museum's capacity but also provided a
fitting backdrop that reflects the historical significance of the artifacts
housed within.

Significant Milestones

1. Establishment in 1921: The museum was founded by the Turkish historian
Halet Cambel, who played a crucial role in its initial development.

2. Relocation in 1968: The move to the current building marked a significant
upgrade, allowing for a more extensive display of artifacts.



3. International Recognition: In 1997, the museum was awarded the European
Museum of the Year Award, highlighting its importance on a global scale.

Collection Highlights

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations boasts an impressive collection
of over 200,000 artifacts. These pieces represent various civilizations that
occupied Anatolia over millennia. The museum's exhibits are divided into
several sections, each dedicated to a specific period or civilization.

Paleolithic and Neolithic Periods

- Stone Tools: The museum houses a variety of stone tools that date back to
the Paleolithic era, showcasing the ingenuity of early humans.

- Neolithic Artifacts: Items from the Neolithic period, including pottery,
figurines, and agricultural tools, provide insight into the dawn of settled
life in Anatolia.

Hittite Civilization

The Hittites were one of the most significant ancient civilizations in
Anatolia, and their contributions are well represented in the museum.

- Hittite Tablets: The museum displays numerous clay tablets inscribed with
cuneiform writing, which offer a glimpse into the administrative and legal
systems of the Hittite Empire.

- Sculptures and Reliefs: Stone sculptures and reliefs depicting Hittite
deities and rulers are also featured, highlighting their artistic
achievements.

Phrygian Artifacts

The Phrygians emerged as a dominant force in Anatolia during the first
millennium BCE.

- Phrygian Tombs: Replicas of Phrygian burial sites and artifacts such as
pottery and jewelry reflect the sophisticated culture of this civilization.
- The King Midas Connection: The museum showcases items linked to the
legendary King Midas, including gold artifacts that resonate with the myth of
his touch turning everything to gold.



Lydian Treasures

The Lydians are renowned for their wealth and the introduction of coinage.

- Gold Coins: The museum features some of the earliest coins ever minted,
providing a fascinating look at the evolution of trade and economy.

- Jewelry and Ornaments: Exquisite gold jewelry and decorative items reveal
the advanced craftsmanship of Lydian artisans.

Roman and Byzantine Periods

Anatolia continued to be a melting pot of cultures during the Roman and
Byzantine eras.

- Mosaics and Frescoes: The museum houses stunning examples of Roman mosaics
and frescoes that depict daily life and mythology.

- Sculptures: Statues of Roman emperors and other notable figures reflect the
political and cultural influences of this era.

Architectural Significance

The museum itself is a masterpiece of architecture, combining elements of
both Ottoman and modern styles. The building's design reflects its historical
context, having once served as a caravanserai, a roadside inn for travelers
and traders.

Key Features of the Building

- Courtyard: The spacious courtyard is adorned with sculptures and fountains,
creating a serene atmosphere for visitors.

- Exhibition Halls: Each hall is carefully designed to showcase specific
collections, with informative displays that enhance the visitor experience.

Educational Programs and Activities

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is committed to educating the
public about Anatolian history and heritage. To achieve this, the museum
offers various programs and activities aimed at different audiences.



Workshops and Seminars

1. Educational Workshops: These workshops engage students and the general
public in hands-on activities related to archaeology, history, and art.
2. Lectures and Seminars: Regular talks by historians and archaeologists
provide deeper insights into the collections and the civilizations they
represent.

Guided Tours

- Expert-led Tours: Knowledgeable guides lead tours that delve into the
history of the artifacts, making the experience more enriching.

- Special Events: The museum organizes themed tours and events during
cultural festivals, attracting a diverse audience.

Visitor Information

Planning a visit to the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is
straightforward, with various amenities and services available to ensure a
pleasant experience.

Location and Accessibility

- Address: The museum is conveniently located in Ankara, easily accessible by
public transportation or car.

- Accessibility: The facility is designed to accommodate visitors with
disabilities, ensuring that everyone can enjoy the exhibitions.

Opening Hours and Admission Fees

- Opening Hours: The museum is typically open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, with
extended hours during the summer months.

- Admission Fees: Reasonable entrance fees are charged, with discounts
available for students and groups.

Facilities

- Museum Shop: A gift shop offers a range of books, replicas, and souvenirs
related to the museum's collections.
- Café: A cozy café provides refreshments for visitors, allowing them to



relax after exploring the exhibits.

Conclusion

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations stands as a beacon of history
and culture, embodying the essence of Anatolia's diverse heritage. Its
extensive collection, architectural beauty, and commitment to education make
it a vital institution for both locals and visitors. As Turkey continues to
embrace its rich history, the museum remains at the forefront, inspiring
future generations to appreciate and preserve the cultural legacy of
Anatolia. Whether you are a history buff, an art lover, or simply curious
about the past, a visit to this museum is an enriching experience that should
not be missed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main highlights of the Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations?

The museum features a rich collection of artifacts from various civilizations
that have inhabited Anatolia, including Hittite, Phrygian, Urartian, and
Roman artifacts. Key highlights include the Hittite Sphinx, the Phrygian
treasures, and an extensive collection of prehistoric items.

Is the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations
suitable for children?

Yes, the museum is suitable for children. It offers educational programs and
interactive displays that engage younger visitors, making it a great place
for families to learn about the history of Anatolia.

What is the historical significance of the building
that houses the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations?

The museum is housed in a restored 15th-century bedesten (covered market),
which adds to its historical significance. The building itself reflects
traditional Turkish architecture and serves as a fitting backdrop for the
ancient artifacts displayed within.

How does the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations contribute to the understanding of



ancient Anatolian cultures?

The museum provides a comprehensive overview of the diverse cultures that
have existed in Anatolia through its extensive collection. It offers insights
into the daily lives, artistic expressions, and technological advancements of
these civilizations, making it a vital resource for researchers and history
enthusiasts.

Are there any temporary exhibitions at the Ankara
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations?

Yes, the museum regularly hosts temporary exhibitions that focus on specific
themes or archaeological discoveries, providing visitors with fresh and
engaging content. It's advisable to check the museum’s official website for
current and upcoming exhibitions.
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Explore the rich history of the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations. Discover ancient artifacts
and cultural treasures that shaped Turkey. Learn more today!
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