
Animal House The Inside Story

Animal House: The Inside Story is a tale of camaraderie, mischief, and the
unforgettable moments that defined a generation. The film, released in 1978,
became a cultural phenomenon and is often credited with launching a new era
of comedy in Hollywood. Directed by John Landis and produced by Ivan Reitman,
"Animal House" captures the essence of college life in the 1960s, marked by
rebellion, friendship, and the pursuit of freedom. In this article, we will
delve into the making of the film, its cultural impact, and the legacy that
continues to influence comedies today.



Background of Animal House

"Animal House" is set in the fictional Faber College, a place where the rules
are bent, and the spirit of the 1960s is alive and kicking. The film centers
around the misadventures of the Delta Tau Chi fraternity, known for its wild
parties and outrageous antics. The story follows the fraternity's members as
they navigate college life, face off against the uptight Dean Wormer, and
ultimately strive to maintain their way of life amidst mounting pressures.

The Script and Inspiration

The screenplay for "Animal House" was written by Harold Ramis, Doug Kenney,
and Chris Miller. The writers drew inspiration from their own college
experiences at Dartmouth College, where the fraternity culture was both
vibrant and chaotic. The film's roots can be traced back to real-life
fraternity events and the antics that often accompanied them.

Notably, the screenplay was influenced by the burgeoning counterculture of
the 1960s, which celebrated freedom and rebellion. The writers infused the
script with satire, poking fun at the establishment while highlighting the
camaraderie and bonds formed during college years.

Casting and Characters

One of the film's strengths lies in its diverse and memorable cast. The
actors brought their characters to life in a way that resonated with
audiences. Some of the key figures in the film include:

John Belushi as Bluto Blutarsky: The film’s breakout star, Belushi’s
portrayal of the larger-than-life character embodied the spirit of the
Delta fraternity.

Tim Matheson as Otter: The charismatic and smooth-talking member of
Delta who often finds himself in tricky situations.

Peter Riegert as Boone: The more sensible member of the group,
navigating his relationship with his girlfriend amidst the chaos.

Karen Allen as Katy: Boone’s love interest, who provides a grounded
perspective in the film.

Kevin Bacon as Chip Diller: The snobby member of the rival fraternity,
showcasing the film's contrast between the elite and the underdogs.



The chemistry among the cast was palpable, contributing to the film's
authenticity and humor. John Belushi's performance, in particular, became
iconic, and his character's antics are still referenced in popular culture
today.

Production Challenges

The production of "Animal House" was not without its challenges. The film was
shot on a modest budget of approximately $2.8 million, which required
creative solutions to various logistical issues. Some of the notable
challenges included:

Location Issues: Finding suitable locations that could mimic a college1.
environment without the constraints of a real campus was crucial. The
majority of the film was shot on location at the University of Oregon.

Improvisation: Much of the humor in "Animal House" stemmed from2.
improvisation. John Belushi, in particular, was known for his ability to
ad-lib, leading to some of the film's most memorable moments.

Content Restrictions: The filmmakers faced scrutiny regarding the film's3.
raunchy content. However, they maintained their vision, leading to the
film's reputation for pushing boundaries.

The Impact on Comedy

Upon its release, "Animal House" had a profound impact on the comedy genre.
It set a new standard for raunchy comedies, paving the way for films that
followed. The film's success demonstrated that audiences were hungry for
humor that embraced irreverence and rebellion against authority.

Some key impacts include:

Revitalization of College Comedy: "Animal House" reinvigorated interest
in college-based comedies, influencing numerous films that followed,
such as "Revenge of the Nerds" and "Superbad."

Character Archetypes: The film introduced archetypal characters, such as
the jock, the nerd, the rebel, and the love interest, which became
staples in future comedies.

Soundtrack Success: The film’s soundtrack, featuring classic rock and
roll hits, played a significant role in its appeal, making it one of the



first films to leverage music as a key storytelling element.

Cultural Legacy

Decades later, "Animal House" remains a touchstone in American pop culture.
Its phrases, scenes, and characters have permeated society in various ways:

Quotes and References

Many quotes from the film have entered the cultural lexicon, with phrases
like "Toga! Toga!" and "You messed with the wrong bull!" becoming synonymous
with college life. These lines continue to resonate, often resurfacing in
various forms of media, from television shows to memes.

Influence on Fraternity Culture

The film also left a significant mark on fraternity and sorority culture.
While it exaggerated certain aspects for comedic effect, it also highlighted
the bonds of friendship and loyalty formed during college years. This
portrayal led to a surge of interest in fraternity life, with many aspiring
to emulate the wild, carefree lifestyle depicted in the film.

Commemorations

In recognition of its cultural significance, "Animal House" has been
preserved in the United States National Film Registry by the Library of
Congress. This honor acknowledges the film's impact on American cinema and
its reflection of social themes relevant to its time.

Conclusion

In summary, the inside story of "Animal House" reveals a film that
transcended its initial release to become a cultural icon. Through its blend
of humor, memorable characters, and a celebration of college life, it has
left an indelible mark on the landscape of American cinema. As we reflect on
its legacy, we recognize that "Animal House" not only entertained audiences
but also shaped the very fabric of comedic storytelling for generations to
come. Its influence continues to inspire filmmakers and comedians alike,
ensuring that the spirit of "Animal House" lives on in today's entertainment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Animal House: The Inside Story' about?
'Animal House: The Inside Story' is a documentary that explores the making of
the iconic 1978 comedy film 'Animal House,' featuring behind-the-scenes
footage, interviews with cast and crew, and insights into its cultural
impact.

Who are some of the key figures interviewed in the
documentary?
The documentary includes interviews with cast members such as John Belushi,
Karen Allen, and director John Landis, as well as producers and writers who
contributed to the film.

How did 'Animal House' influence comedy films that
followed it?
'Animal House' set a new standard for raunchy, irreverent comedies,
influencing a generation of filmmakers and leading to the creation of similar
college-themed films and comedies throughout the 1980s and beyond.

What themes are explored in 'Animal House: The
Inside Story'?
The documentary explores themes such as rebellion, friendship, and the
counterculture of the 1970s, as well as the film's portrayal of college life
and its comedic take on authority.

Are there any previously unseen clips featured in
the documentary?
Yes, 'Animal House: The Inside Story' includes previously unseen footage and
outtakes from the original film, providing fans with new insights and laughs
from the beloved comedy.

What impact did 'Animal House' have on American pop
culture?
'Animal House' became a cultural phenomenon, popularizing catchphrases,
inspiring merchandise, and even leading to a resurgence of college fraternity
culture in the years following its release.
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