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Animal Crossing: City Folk Fish Guide

Animal Crossing: City Folk is a beloved game within the Animal Crossing series, allowing players to
immerse themselves in a vibrant, open-world environment filled with charming animal villagers and
countless activities. One of the most relaxing and rewarding activities in the game is fishing. This guide
will provide you with essential information about fishing in City Folk, including types of fish, their

locations, availability, and tips to improve your fishing experience.

Understanding Fish Types

In Animal Crossing: City Folk, players can catch a plethora of different fish species, each with unique



characteristics. The game features a total of 40 different fish, which can be categorized based on their

location and availability.

Types of Fish Based on Location

Fish in City Folk can be found in various locations, each with its own set of species. Here’s a

breakdown of where you can find these fish:

1. River Fish: Found in the rivers that flow through your village.

2. Sea Fish: Caught in the ocean along the beach.

3. Pond Fish: Located in the small ponds scattered throughout your town.

4. Shadow Fish: Different sizes of fish shadows indicate the type of fish you might catch.

Types of Fish Based on Availability

Fish are also categorized by their seasonal availability. Each fish can be caught during specific months

of the year. Here’s a list of some common fish and their respective availability:

e Common Carp: Available year-round.

o Butterfly Fish: Available from July to September.



¢ Goldfish: Available from March to November.
¢ Koi: Available from March to November.

¢ Coelacanth: Available year-round, but only when it’s raining.

Fishing Equipment

Before you embark on your fishing journey, you’ll need the right equipment. In City Folk, players use

fishing rods to catch fish. Here’s what you need to know about fishing rods:

Types of Fishing Rods

Players can acquire different types of fishing rods throughout the game. Here are the main types:

1. Regular Fishing Rod: The most basic rod, easy to obtain and use.

2. Golden Fishing Rod: A more powerful rod that allows players to fish more effectively. To obtain it,

players must catch every type of fish in the game.

How to Obtain Fishing Rods

- Nook’s Cranny Store: You can purchase a basic fishing rod for 500 Bells.



- Special Events: Occasionally, fishing rods are given out as rewards during fishing tournaments or
events.

- DIY Recipes: If you have the necessary materials, you might be able to craft your own fishing rod.

Fishing Techniques and Tips

Fishing can be a relaxing activity, but mastering it requires some techniques and patience. Here are

some valuable tips to help you become a fishing pro:

Finding the Right Spot

- Observe the Shadows: Different fish create different shadow sizes in the water. Pay attention to the
size of the shadow to determine which fish you may catch.
- Location Matters: Certain fish are only found in specific locations (river, sea, or pond), so make sure

you’re fishing in the right place for the species you’re targeting.

Using Bait

- Fish Bait: Crafting and using fish bait can significantly improve your chances of attracting fish. To
create bait, you’ll need to collect manila clams found on the beach, which you can dig up with a

shovel. Use the bait by tossing it into the water where you want to fish.

Timing is Key

- Best Fishing Times: Some fish are more active during certain times of the day. For instance, many

fish are more likely to bite during the early morning and late evening. Refer to the specific availability



of each fish to maximize your chances.

Notable Fish in City Folk

Certain fish are more sought after by players due to their rarity or selling price. Here are some notable

fish you might want to keep an eye out for:

Rare Fish to Catch

- Coelacanth: As previously mentioned, this ancient fish can only be caught when it's raining and is
worth a whopping 15,000 Bells.
- Koi: This beautiful fish can be sold for 4,000 Bells and is often sought after by collectors.

- Arowana: Available in the river from June to September, it sells for 11,000 Bells.

Fish Selling Prices

When catching fish, players can sell them for Bells at Nook’s Cranny. Here’s a quick overview of some
fish and their selling prices:

¢ Red Snapper: 3,000 Bells

¢ Blue Marlin: 10,000 Bells

¢ Giant Snakehead: 5,500 Bells



Participating in Fishing Events

City Folk features several fishing-related events that players can participate in. These events not only

provide a fun challenge but also offer great rewards.

Fishing Tourney

One of the most exciting events is the Fishing Tourney, which takes place on specific Saturdays

throughout the year. Here’s how to participate:

- Check the Calendar: Keep an eye on the in-game calendar for the next Fishing Tourney date.
- Sign Up: Speak with C.J. at the town plaza on the day of the event to register.
- Compete: During the tourney, players compete to catch the most fish within a time limit. The more

fish you catch, the better your rewards will be!

Conclusion

Fishing in Animal Crossing: City Folk is not only a relaxing pastime but also a rewarding activity that
can enhance your gaming experience. With this comprehensive fish guide, players can dive into the
wonderful world of fishing, uncovering the secrets of each species, mastering techniques, and
participating in exciting events. Whether you're aiming to fill your museum, earn Bells, or simply enjoy
the charm of the game, fishing is an activity that can provide endless enjoyment. So grab your fishing

rod, find a quiet spot, and enjoy the serene experience that is fishing in Animal Crossing: City Folk!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the rarest fish in Animal Crossing: City Folk?

The rarest fish include the Coelacanth, Arowana, and Napoleonfish. These fish are often difficult to

catch and require specific weather conditions or times to appear.

What time of day can | catch the most fish in Animal Crossing: City

Folk?

Fish can be caught at any time of day, but certain species are more active during specific hours. For

example, the Golden Trout is available from 4 PM to 9 AM.

How can | increase my chances of catching fish in City Folk?

To increase your chances, try fishing at different times of day, use fish bait to attract fish, and fish in

various locations like rivers, ponds, and the ocean.

What bait can | use to attract specific fish in Animal Crossing: City

Folk?

You can craft fish bait using manila clams, which are found by digging in the sand. Bait can help

attract fish to specific spots, making them easier to catch.

Are there any seasonal fish in Animal Crossing: City Folk?

Yes, many fish are seasonal. For example, the Bitterling is available only in November, while the Blue

Marlin can be caught from November to April.

What is the best way to tell if a fish is nibbling on my bait?

You will see the bobber move up and down and hear a splashing sound when a fish is nibbling. Wait

for the bobber to fully submerge before pulling the rod to catch the fish.



How can | find out which fish | have caught in City Folk?

You can check your Critterpedia to see the fish you have caught, along with their availability, shadow

size, and location. This helps you track which ones you still need to catch.

What are the different shadow sizes for fish in Animal Crossing: City

Folk?

Fish have different shadow sizes: small, medium, large, and extra-large. The shadow size can help

you identify which fish might be biting.

Can | sell fish for profit in Animal Crossing: City Folk?

Yes, you can sell fish to Tom Nook at his store or to Flick when he visits. Some fish sell for higher

prices, making them more profitable to catch.
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