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ANIMAL FARM STUDY GUIDE GLENCOE IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE, PROVIDING INSIGHTS
INTO GEORGE ORWELL'S ICONIC NOVELLA. THIS ALLEGORICAL TALE EXPLORES THEMES OF POWER, CORRUPTION, AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY, SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF A FARM WHERE ANIMALS REVOLT AGAINST THEIR HUMAN O\WNER.
THIS STUDY GUIDE AIMS TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT, ITS CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT,
MAKING IT A USEFUL TOOL FOR CLASSROOM DISCUSSION AND PERSONAL REFLECTION.

OVERVIEW OF ANIMAL FARM

GEoRGE ORWELL WROTE “ANIMAL FARM” AND PUBLISHED IT IN 1945. THE STORY IS A SATIRICAL ALLEGORY OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION AND THE SUBSEQUENT RISE OF THE SOVIET UNION. THE NARRATIVE FOLLOWS A GROUP OF FARM ANIMALS WHO
OVERTHROW THEIR HUMAN FARMER, MR. JONES, ONLY TO FIND THEMSELVES UNDER THE TYRANNY OF THEIR OWN KIND. THE
NOVELLA SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF TOTALITARIANISM AND THE WAYS IN WHICH POWER CAN CORRUPT IDEALS.

PLoT SUMMARY

THe PLOT oF “ANIMAL FARM” CAN BE SUMMARIZED IN SEVERAL KEY POINTS:

1. THE REBELLION: INSPIRED BY THE TEACHINGS OF OLD MA_JOR, A PRIZE BOAR, THE ANIMALS ON MANOR FARM UNITE TO REBEL
AGAINST ME.JONES, LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ANIMAL FARM.

2. THE SEVEN COMMANDMENTS: THE ANIMALS CREATE A SET OF COMMANDMENTS TO GOVERN THEMSELVES, EMPHASIZING
EQUALITY AMONG ALL ANIMALS.

3. Rise oF THE PiGs: THE PIGS, PARTICULARLY NAPOLEON AND SNO\X/BALL, EMERGE AS LEADERS, WITH NAPOLEON EVENTUALLY
SEIZING CONTROL AND EXILING SNOWBALL.

4. CORRUPTION OF IDEALS: AS TIME PASSES, THE PIGS BEGIN TO ADOPT MORE HUMAN-LIKE BEHAVIORS, GRADUALLY ALTERING
THE COMMANDMENTS TO JUSTIFY THEIR ACTIONS.

5. THe FINAL BETRAYAL: THE STORY CULMINATES IN A POWERFUL SCENE WHERE THE OTHER ANIMALS CAN NO LONGER
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE PIGS AND HUMANS, SYMBOLIZING THE COMPLETE BETRAYAL OF THE INITIAL REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS.



CHARACTER ANALYSIS

THE CHARACTERS IN “ANIMAL FARM” ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF HISTORICAL FIGURES AND ARCHETYPES, EACH SERVING A SPECIFIC
FUNCTION IN THE NARRATIVE.

Key CHARACTERS

- NAPOLEON: THE MAIN ANTAGONIST, REPRESENTING JOSEPH STALIN. HE USES PROPAGANDA AND VIOLENCE TO CONTROL THE
OTHER ANIMALS.

- SNOWBALL: A RIVAL TO NAPOLEON, SYMBOLIZING LEON TROTSKY. HE IS INTELLIGENT AND PASSIONATE ABOUT IMPROVING
THE FARM BUT IS ULTIMATELY OUSTED BY NAPOLEON.

- BOXER: A HARDWORKING HORSE WHO REPRESENTS THE WORKING CLASS. HIS UNWAVERING LOYALTY ULTIMATELY LEADS TO
HIS BETRAYAL.

- SQUEALER: THE PIG WHO SERVES AS NAPOLEON'S SPOKESPERSON. HE MANIPULATES LANGUAGE AND INFORMATION TO
MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THE OTHER ANIMALS.

- OLD MAJOR: THE WISE OLD BOAR WHOSE VISION OF A UTOPIAN SOCIETY INSPIRES THE REBELLION. HE SYMBOLIZES KARL MARX
AND VLADIMIR LENIN.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

- CLOVER: A MOTHERLY FIGURE WHO CARES FOR THE OTHER ANIMALS BUT BECOMES INCREASINGLY DISILLUSIONED WITH THE
LEADERSHIP.

- BENJAMIN: THE CYNICAL DONKEY WHO UNDERSTANDS THE FARM'S CORRUPTION BUT FEELS POWERLESS TO CHANGE IT.

- THE SHEEP: REPRESENTING BLIND FOLLOWERS, THEY ARE EASILY SWAYED AND USED TO SUPPRESS DISSENT.

THEMES AND MOTIFS

UNDERSTANDING THE THEMES OF “ANIMAL FARM” IS CRUCIAL FOR ANALYZING ITS MESSAGE AND RELEVANCE.

Key THeMes

1. Power AND CORRUPTION: THE NOVELLA ILLUSTRATES HOW POWER CAN CORRUPT EVEN THE MOST NOBLE OF IDEALS. AS
THE PIGS GAIN POWER, THEY BECOME INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE OPPRESSIVE HUMANS THEY INITIALLY OVERTHREW.

2. CLASS STRUGGLE: THE STORY EMPHASIZES THE DIVIDE BETWEEN DIFFERENT CLASSES WITHIN SOCIETY, SHOWCASING HOW
THE RULING CLASS CAN EXPLOIT THE WORKING CLASS.

3. THE ABUSE OF L ANGUAGE: ORWELL DEMONSTRATES HOW LANGUAGE CAN BE MANIPULATED TO CONTROL THOUGHT AND

BEHAVIOR. SQUEALER/S USE OF PROPAGANDA REPRESENTS THIS THEME EFFECTIVELY.

4. THe CycLE oF OPPRESSION: THE CONCLUSION OF THE STORY SUGGESTS THAT WITHOUT VIGILANCE, REVOLUTIONS CAN

LEAD TO A NEW FORM OF TYRANNY, PERPETUATING THE CYCLE OF OPPRESSION.

MoTIFs

- ANIMALS AS SYMBOLS: EACH ANIMAL REPRESENTS DIFFERENT SOCIETAL ROLES, MAKING THE STORY A POWERFUL ALLEGORY
FOR HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND HISTORY.

- THE FARM: THE SETTING ITSELF SERVES AS A MICROCOSM OF SOCIETY, ILLUSTRATING BROADER THEMES OF GOVERNANCE AND
POWER DYNAMICS.



HisToricAL CONTEXT

To FULLY APPRECIATE “ANIMAL FARM,” IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND ITS HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. ORWELL WROTE THE
NOVELLA IN THE AFTERMATH OF W ORLD W AR ||, DURING A TIME OF SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL UPHEAVAL.

RuUssIAN REVOLUTION AND AFTERMATH

- THe BoLsHevik RevoLuTIoN (19 17): THIS EVENT MARKED THE OVERTHROW OF THE T SARIST REGIME AND THE RISE OF THE
SoVIET UNION, LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE THEMES EXPLORED IN “ANIMAL FARM.”

- STALIN'S REGIME: FOLLOWING THE REVOLUTION, JOSEPH STALIN'S RISE TO POWER LED TO WIDESPREAD PURGES,
PROPAGANDA, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TOTALITARIAN STATE, WHICH ORWELL CRITIQUES THROUGH HIS PORTRAYAL OF
NAPOLEON.

STubY QUESTIONS

T O DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STUDY QUESTIONS!

1. WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE CHANGES TO THE SEVEN COMMANDMENTS?
2. How poes ORWELL USE IRONY TO CONVEY HIS MESSAGE?

3. WHAT ROLE DOES PROPAGANDA PLAY IN MAINTAINING CONTROL ON ANIMAL FARM?
4. IN WHAT WAYS DO THE ANIMALS' EXPERIENCES REFLECT REAL HISTORICAL EVENTS?

CoNCLUSION

THE "ANIMAL FARM STUDY GUIDE GLENCOE” OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK INTO GEORGE ORWELL'S POIGNANT CRITIQUE OF
POWER DYNAMICS AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR. THROUGH ITS EXPLORATION OF THEMES SUCH AS CORRUPTION, CLASS STRUGGLE, AND
THE MANIPULATION OF LANGUAGE, THE NOVELLA REMAINS A CRITICAL TEXT IN UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF POLITICAL
SYSTEMS AND THE NATURE OF POWER. EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS CAN BENEFIT FROM THIS STUDY GUIDE AS IT PROVIDES
ESSENTIAL INSIGHTS FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION, MAKING “ ANIMAL FARM” NOT JUST A STORY ABOUT ANIMALS,
BUT A PROFOUND COMMENTARY ON SOCIETY ITSELF.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF 'ANIMAL FARM' AS DISCUSSED IN THE GLENCOE STUDY
GUIDE?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF 'ANIMAL FARM' IS THE CRITIQUE OF TOTALITARIANISM AND THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCE OF POWER,
ILLUSTRATING HOW REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS CAN LEAD TO TYRANNY.

How DOES THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE SUGGEST ANALYZING THE CHARACTERS IN
' ANIMAL FARM'?

THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE SUGGESTS ANALYZING CHARACTERS BY EXAMINING THEIR MOTIVATIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, AND THE
SYMBOLIC ROLES THEY PLAY IN REPRESENTING HISTORICAL FIGURES FROM THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION.



\W/HAT ROLE DOES PROPAGANDA PLAY IN 'ANIMAL FARM' ACCORDING TO THE GLENCOE
STUDY GUIDE?

ACCORDING TO THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE, PROPAGANDA PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN 'ANIMAL FARM' AS IT IS USED BY THE PIGS
TO MANIPULATE THE OTHER ANIMALS AND MAINTAIN CONTROL, EXEMPLIFIED THROUGH THE CHARACTER OF SQUEALER.

\W/HAT LITERARY DEVICES ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE FOR ' ANIMAL
FArRM'?

THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE HIGHLIGHTS THE USE OF ALLEGORY, SATIRE, AND SYMBOLISM AS KEY LITERARY DEVICES IN ' ANIMAL
FARM' THAT ENHANCE ITS POLITICAL COMMENTARY.

How DOES THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE RECOMMEND DISCUSSING THE ENDING OF ‘ANIMAL
FArRM'?

THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE RECOMMENDS DISCUSSING THE ENDING OF ‘ANIMAL FARM' IN TERMS OF ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
CYCLICAL NATURE OF POWER AND THE BETRAYAL OF THE ORIGINAL REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS, CULMINATING IN THE PIGS BECOMING
INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM HUMANS.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY SYMBOLS IN ' ANIMAL FARM' MENTIONED IN THE GLENCOE STUDY
GUIDE?

KEY SYMBOLS MENTIONED IN THE GLENCOE STUDY GUIDE INCLUDE THE FARMHOUSE (REPRESENTING HUMAN OPPEESSION), THE
\WINDMILL (SYMBOLIZING THE ANIMALS’ LABOR AND HOPE), AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF ANIMALISM (REFLECTING THE
DISTORTION OF LAWS AND IDEALS).
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