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Animal Crossing: New Horizons has taken the gaming world by storm,
captivating players with its charming aesthetics and engaging gameplay. In
this guide, we will explore the various aspects of the game, from getting
started to advanced strategies, ensuring that both newcomers and veteran
players can make the most of their island experience.

Getting Started

When you first dive into Animal Crossing: New Horizons, the world can feel
overwhelming due to the plethora of options available. Here are the key steps
to get you started on your island adventure.

Create Your Character

The first step in your journey is creating your character. You can customize
your appearance with various options:

1. Gender Selection: Choose between male and female.
2. Physical Features: Adjust skin tone, hairstyle, and facial features.
3. Clothing: Pick initial clothing; you can change this later.



Choosing Your Island

After customizing your character, you’ll select your island's location. Here
are some tips for choosing the perfect spot:

- Island Layout: Each island has a unique layout. Some may have rivers,
cliffs, or beaches that are more appealing to you.
- Aesthetic Preferences: Consider what kind of aesthetic you want for your
island—tropical, forested, or mountainous.
- Resources: Think about resource availability such as wood, stones, and
flowers.

Initial Setup

Once you arrive on your island, it’s time to set up your new home. Here’s how
to get started:

1. Gather Basic Resources: Collect wood, branches, and stones.
2. Build Your Tent: Choose a location for your tent wisely, as it can be
moved later but will require resources.
3. Meet Your Neighbors: Interact with the other villagers to establish
relationships.

Daily Activities

Animal Crossing: New Horizons thrives on daily activities that keep players
engaged. Here are some essential tasks you should complete every day.

Gathering Resources

Daily resource gathering is crucial for building and crafting. Focus on:

- Wood: Use your axe to chop trees.
- Stone: Hit rocks with a shovel or axe to gather stones and clay.
- Fruit: Shake trees to collect fruit, which can be sold or used for
crafting.

Visiting the Nook’s Cranny

Nook’s Cranny is your go-to shop for purchasing items and selling resources.
Here’s what to keep in mind:



- Buying Items: Check daily for new furniture, clothing, and tools.
- Selling Items: Sell excess resources for Bells, the in-game currency.
- Special Events: Watch for seasonal events and special items that may appear
at Nook’s Cranny.

Daily Tasks and Goals

Completing daily tasks can help you progress faster on your island. Focus on:

- Check Your Mail: Collect gifts and letters from friends or special
characters.
- Talk to Villagers: Build relationships; they may give you items or tasks.
- Complete Nook Miles Tasks: These tasks earn you Nook Miles, which can be
redeemed for rewards.

Crafting and Customization

Crafting is a significant aspect of Animal Crossing: New Horizons, allowing
you to personalize your island.

Crafting Tools and Furniture

To craft items, you’ll need DIY recipes. Here’s how to gather them:

1. Collect DIY Recipes: Talk to villagers, find bottles on the beach, or
purchase from Nook’s Cranny.
2. Use the Crafting Table: Once you have the materials and recipes, visit
your crafting table to create items.

Customizing Your Island

Customization is key to making your island unique. Here are some ways to
personalize your space:

- Building Structures: Use Nook’s Cranny to purchase building materials for
bridges and inclines.
- Planting Flowers and Trees: Create beautiful gardens or orchards.
- Placing Furniture Outdoors: Decorate your island with outdoor furniture and
decorative items.



Villager Interactions

Your island is home to various villagers, each with their personalities and
quirks. Building relationships with them is essential for a vibrant island
life.

Building Relationships

To foster friendships with your villagers, consider the following:

- Daily Chats: Speak to them every day to build rapport.
- Gifts: Giving gifts can improve friendship levels.
- Special Events: Participate in seasonal events together.

Villager Requests

Villagers may ask you for favors, which can include:

- Crafting Items: They may request specific items for their homes.
- Delivering Gifts: Help them deliver gifts to other villagers.
- Participating in Events: Join in on island games or events for fun rewards.

Special Events and Seasons

Animal Crossing: New Horizons features a dynamic calendar with seasonal
events that keep the gameplay fresh.

Seasonal Events

Throughout the year, various seasonal events occur that offer unique rewards:

- Spring: Cherry Blossom Festival and Bunny Day.
- Summer: Fireworks Shows and Fishing Tourney.
- Fall: Harvest Festival and Halloween.
- Winter: Toy Day and New Year’s Eve.

Holiday Events

Certain holidays offer special activities and items:



- Halloween: Villagers dress up, and you can collect candy.
- Christmas: Participate in Toy Day and gift villagers.

Advanced Strategies

Once you’ve settled into the game, you might want to explore advanced
strategies to enhance your experience.

Maximizing Nook Miles

Nook Miles are essential for progression. Here are ways to maximize your
earnings:

- Complete Daily Tasks: Regularly check the Nook Miles tasks.
- Participate in Events: Many events offer bonus Nook Miles.
- Explore Mystery Islands: Use Nook Miles Tickets to visit mystery islands
for resources and new villagers.

Efficient Island Layout Planning

Planning your island layout can save time and resources. Consider:

- Zoning Areas: Create specific zones for shops, residential areas, and
recreational spaces.
- Transportation: Ensure easy access between areas with paths and bridges.

Conclusion

Animal Crossing: New Horizons offers a delightful gaming experience filled
with opportunities for creativity, community, and exploration. Whether you
are just starting or looking for ways to enhance your gameplay, this
comprehensive guide provides you with the necessary tools to thrive on your
island. Embrace the charm of your new life, and remember that the most
important thing is to enjoy the journey at your own pace. Happy island
living!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the best tips for starting out in Animal
Crossing: New Horizons?
Focus on gathering resources like wood, stone, and iron nuggets to craft
tools and furniture. Prioritize paying off your initial house loan to unlock
more features and explore your island for unique items.

How can I attract more villagers to my island?
To attract more villagers, you can craft and place empty plots for new
houses. Use Nook Miles to visit mystery islands and invite villagers you meet
there. Also, ensure your island has a good rating by keeping it clean and
decorated.

What is the best way to earn Bells quickly?
Catch and sell rare fish and bugs, dig up and sell fossils, and focus on
completing Nook Miles challenges. You can also invest in turnips on Sundays
and sell them for profit during the week.

How do I unlock and use the Nook Phone effectively?
The Nook Phone is unlocked early in the game. Use it to track your DIY
recipes, manage your Nook Miles, and access the map. Make sure to regularly
check for new apps that can help you with gameplay.

What are the seasonal events in Animal Crossing: New
Horizons?
Seasonal events include Bunny Day in spring, Summer Solstice, Halloween
festivities in October, and Toy Day during the winter holidays. Participate
in these events to earn unique items and recipes.

How can I customize my island layout?
Use the Island Designer app on your Nook Phone to create paths, add water
features, and place buildings anywhere on your island. Experiment with
different designs and themes to create a unique landscape.
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