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Annie Get Your Gun is a classic musical that has captivated audiences since
its inception. Adapted from the 1946 Broadway production, the film version,
released in 1950, showcases the talent of its leads, Betty Hutton and Howard
Keel, and features a score by the legendary Irving Berlin. Set against the
backdrop of the Wild West, this vibrant film tells the story of Annie Oakley,
a sharpshooter who rises to fame in Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show. In this
article, we will delve into the film's origins, its characters, memorable
songs, and its cultural impact.



Origins of Annie Get Your Gun

The Broadway Success

Annie Get Your Gun first debuted on Broadway in 1946, written by Herbert and
Dorothy Fields, with music and lyrics by Irving Berlin. The show was inspired
by the life of Annie Oakley, a real-life sharpshooter and performer in the
late 19th century. The original production starred Ethel Merman as Annie, and
it quickly became a massive hit, running for over 1,000 performances.

Transition to Film

The film adaptation of Annie Get Your Gun was produced by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
and released in 1950. Directed by George Sidney, the film aimed to capture
the spirit of the stage production while making significant changes to the
script and score. Betty Hutton was cast in the lead role, with Howard Keel
playing the role of Frank Butler, Annie's romantic interest and rival.

Plot Overview

The storyline of Annie Get Your Gun follows the journey of Annie Oakley, a
talented sharpshooter living in Ohio. After impressing Frank Butler, a
renowned marksman, she joins Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. The plot
thickens as Annie and Frank's relationship develops, complicated by their
competitive nature.

e Act 1: Introduction to Annie Oakley and her exceptional shooting skills.

e Act 2: Annie competes with Frank Butler, leading to romantic tension.

e Act 3: The climax of their rivalry and eventual resolution.

Throughout the film, themes of love, competition, and female empowerment are
explored, with Annie breaking traditional gender roles in her pursuit of
success.

Main Characters

Annie Oakley (Betty Hutton)

Betty Hutton portrays Annie Oakley, a character defined by her fierce
independence, remarkable talent, and charming personality. Hutton's energetic
performance brings Annie to life, showcasing her evolution from a small-town
sharpshooter to a national sensation.



Frank Butler (Howard Keel)

Howard Keel plays Frank Butler, a skilled marksman and Annie's love interest.
Their relationship is marked by both romance and rivalry, as Frank initially
underestimates Annie's talent but ultimately grows to respect her.

Buffalo Bill Cody (Louis Calhern)

Louis Calhern takes on the role of Buffalo Bill Cody, the charismatic showman
who recognizes Annie's potential and recruits her for his Wild West Show. His
character serves as a mentor to Annie and plays a crucial role in her rise to
fame.

Memorable Songs

Annie Get Your Gun is renowned for its catchy and memorable songs, many of
which have become standards in the musical theatre repertoire. Some of the
standout numbers include:

1. “Anything You Can Do”: A playful duet between Annie and Frank that
highlights their competitive spirits.

2. “There’s No Business Like Show Business”: A quintessential show tune
that celebrates the excitement of performance and the entertainment
industry.

3. “I Got the Sun in the Morning”: A bright and optimistic song that
reflects Annie's hopeful outlook on life.

4. “You Can’'t Get a Man with a Gun”: A humorous take on gender roles and
the complexities of love, showcasing Annie's wit and independence.

These songs not only contribute to the film's charm but also emphasize the
narrative themes of love, ambition, and the pursuit of happiness.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Influence on Musical Theatre

Annie Get Your Gun has left an indelible mark on musical theatre and film.
Its blend of humor, romance, and catchy tunes has inspired countless
productions and adaptations worldwide. The show's themes of gender equality
and empowerment resonate with audiences, making it a timeless classic.

Revival and Adaptations

Over the years, Annie Get Your Gun has seen numerous revivals on Broadway and
in regional theatres. In 1966, a highly publicized television adaptation



featured Mary Martin in the lead role, further solidifying its place in
American pop culture. The show has also been adapted for international
audiences, with translations and modifications to fit different cultures.

Impact on Gender Roles

Annie Oakley, as portrayed in the film, is a symbol of female empowerment.
Her character challenges traditional gender roles by excelling in a male-
dominated field and asserting her independence. This representation has
inspired generations of women to pursue their passions and break through
societal barriers.

Conclusion

Annie Get Your Gun is more than just a musical; it is a celebration of
talent, ambition, and love. With its captivating storyline, unforgettable
characters, and timeless songs, the film remains a beloved classic in
American cinema. The legacy of Annie Oakley continues to inspire audiences
today, reminding us that with determination and skill, anyone can achieve
greatness. Whether you're a fan of musicals or simply appreciate a good
story, Annie Get Your Gun is a must-see that transcends time and continues to
entertain.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie 'Annie Get Your
Gun'?

The movie 'Annie Get Your Gun' follows the story of Annie Oakley, a
sharpshooter who becomes the star attraction in Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show
and her rivalry and romantic relationship with fellow sharpshooter Frank
Butler.

Who are the lead actors in the film adaptation of
'Annie Get Your Gun'?

The lead roles in the film adaptation of 'Annie Get Your Gun' are played by
Betty Hutton as Annie Oakley and Howard Keel as Frank Butler.

What are some of the most popular songs featured in
'Annie Get Your Gun'?

Some popular songs from 'Annie Get Your Gun' include 'There's No Business
Like Show Business', 'Anything You Can Do', and 'You Can't Get a Man with a
Gun'.

When was the original film version of 'Annie Get Your
Gun' released?

The original film version of 'Annie Get Your Gun' was released in 1950.



How does 'Annie Get Your Gun' address themes of
gender roles and empowerment?

Annie Get Your Gun challenges traditional gender roles by portraying Annie as
a strong, independent woman who excels in a male-dominated field and asserts
her agency both in her career and romantic life.
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