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Animal Crossing: New Horizons, the beloved life simulation game developed by
Nintendo, has captivated players with its charming graphics, engaging
gameplay, and soothing atmosphere. For those who are new to the series or the
game itself, starting can feel overwhelming. This detailed Animal Crossing:
New Horizons beginner guide aims to provide you with essential tips,
strategies, and insights to help you build your dream island and enjoy all
the game has to offer.

Getting Started

Setting Up Your Island

Once you start Animal Crossing: New Horizons, you will find yourself on a
deserted island with Tom Nook and a few other villagers. Here are the steps
to set up your new life:

1. Choose Your Island Layout: After a brief introduction, you’ll be asked to
choose from a selection of island layouts. Consider the rivers, cliffs, and
other features that will impact your future design.
2. Pick Your Starting Area: You can choose where to set up your tent. Look
for a space that is close to resources like trees and rocks, as these will be
crucial for crafting and building.
3. Meet Your Neighbors: As you set up your tent, you’ll meet your first
neighbors. These villagers will become a part of your island community, so



take the time to interact with them.

Understanding the Basics

Before diving into more complex gameplay, it’s important to understand the
basic mechanics:

- Time and Seasons: The game follows real-time, so the time of day and
seasons reflect your local time. This affects the availability of certain
bugs, fish, and events.
- Crafting: You will collect materials to craft tools, furniture, and other
items. Look for resources like wood, stones, and iron nuggets.
- Currency: The main currency in the game is Bells, which you can earn by
selling items to Timmy and Tommy at Nook’s Cranny or through other means like
fishing and bug catching.

Daily Activities

Resource Gathering

Every day in Animal Crossing is an opportunity to gather resources. Here are
some key activities to focus on:

- Chop Trees and Hit Rocks:
- Trees provide wood, which is essential for crafting.
- Hitting rocks with a shovel can yield stones, clay, iron nuggets, and
sometimes even Bells.

- Collecting Fruits and Flowers:
- Each day, shake trees to collect fruits. These can be eaten to gain energy
or sold for Bells.
- Flowers can be picked for crafting or decorating your island.

- Fishing and Bug Catching:
- Use a fishing rod to catch various fish. Each fish has its own season and
time of day, so keep an eye on the fish guide.
- Use a net to catch bugs. Certain bugs appear at specific times, so explore
different areas throughout the day.

Building and Upgrading

As you gather resources, you’ll want to expand and upgrade your island:



1. Crafting Tools: Start with a flimsy fishing rod and net, and gradually
upgrade to more durable versions as you collect materials.
2. Building Infrastructure:
- Pay off your initial loan to Tom Nook to unlock the ability to build more
structures.
- Build Nook's Cranny, the shop, and the museum to start selling and donating
your collected items.
3. House Upgrades: After paying off your initial house loan, you can expand
your home to include a second room and eventually a basement.

Island Customization

Designing Your Island

Customization is one of the most exciting aspects of Animal Crossing: New
Horizons. Here are some tips for designing your dream island:

- Place Buildings Strategically:
- Consider the layout of your island when placing buildings and homes.
- Create paths using fences or custom designs to improve accessibility.

- Landscaping:
- Use flowers, trees, and shrubs to create beautiful landscapes. You can
crossbreed flowers for unique colors.
- Utilize the terraforming feature unlocked later in the game to reshape your
island’s terrain.

- Personalize with DIY Recipes: Collect DIY recipes to craft unique furniture
and decorations to suit your style.

Engaging with Villagers

Your villagers are a crucial part of your experience in Animal Crossing:

- Build Relationships:
- Talk to your villagers daily to strengthen your friendship. They may give
you gifts, tasks, or tell you stories.

- Participate in Events: Keep an eye on seasonal events and holidays, as
these often involve your villagers. Engage with them to build community
spirit.

- Invite New Villagers: As you progress, you can invite new villagers to your
island using Nook Miles and amiibo cards.



Utilizing Nook Miles

Nook Miles are a secondary currency that you can earn through various tasks
and achievements:

- Daily and Weekly Challenges: Complete challenges to earn Nook Miles, which
can be spent on items, tickets to visit other islands, and more.
- Rewards for Activities: Activities such as fishing, bug catching, and
exploring will often reward you with Nook Miles.
- Customizable Items: Use your Nook Miles to purchase special items or redeem
them for unique features like additional storage.

Exploring Other Islands

One of the fun aspects of Animal Crossing: New Horizons is the ability to
visit other islands:

- Using Nook Miles Tickets: You can purchase Nook Miles Tickets and use them
at the airport to visit random islands.
- Gathering Resources: These islands often have different resources and
creatures, allowing you to gather items not available on your home island.
- Meeting New Villagers: You can also find new villagers to invite to your
island during these visits.

Tips for Success

As you embark on your new life in Animal Crossing: New Horizons, here are
some additional tips to keep in mind:

1. Be Patient: Progress may seem slow at first, but enjoy the journey of
developing your island.
2. Check the Shop Daily: New items appear regularly; be sure to check Nook's
Cranny and the Able Sisters for new clothing and furniture.
3. Utilize Social Features: Play with friends or visit their islands for
inspiration and trading items.
4. Stay Informed: Look for online resources, guides, and communities that can
provide tips and events happening in the game.

Final Thoughts

With this Animal Crossing: New Horizons beginner guide, you are now equipped
with the knowledge to start your adventure on your deserted island. Embrace
the creativity, take your time, and remember that the beauty of the game lies



in its relaxing pace and the friendships you build along the way. Whether
you’re crafting, exploring, or simply enjoying the beauty of your
surroundings, Animal Crossing: New Horizons offers an unforgettable
experience for players of all ages. Happy gaming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I focus on during my first days in
Animal Crossing: New Horizons?
During your first days, prioritize gathering resources like wood, stones, and
fruit. Complete Nook's initial tasks to unlock crafting and set up your
island by placing your tent and gathering materials for your first tools.

How do I earn Bells quickly as a beginner?
To earn Bells quickly, sell fruit, catch fish, and collect bugs. Look for
seashells on the beach and complete Nook's Cranny tasks. You can also find
and sell high-value items like fossils and rare fish.

What are the best tools to craft first in Animal
Crossing: New Horizons?
The best tools to craft first are the fishing rod, bug net, and shovel. These
will help you gather resources, catch fish, and dig up fossils, which are
essential for progressing in the game.

How can I increase my island rating in Animal
Crossing: New Horizons?
To increase your island rating, focus on placing furniture and decorations
outdoors, planting trees and flowers, and maintaining a clean environment.
Building bridges and inclines also helps improve your island's overall
appeal.

What is the significance of Nook Miles and how can I
earn them?
Nook Miles are a form of currency that you can earn by completing various
tasks and achievements. You can earn them by engaging in activities like
catching bugs and fish, selling items, and completing daily objectives. They
can be used for purchasing special items, tickets for island visits, and
more.
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My favourite animal is a cat/the cat/cats. - UsingEnglish.com
Dec 28, 2021 · Note that when you say My favourite animal is the cat, the phrase 'the cat' does not
refer to a …

Idioms about Animals (Page 1) - UsingEnglish.com
Our 'Animals' category contains 373 idiomatic expressions with definitions and the language of
origin.

Violent or graphic content policies - YouTube Help - Goo…
Content that shows animal suffering, neglect, or mistreatment to shock the viewer or glorify the
abuse, and …

Describing animals with adverbs of manner games
Guessing and brainstorming games to practise well, badly, quickly, slowly, etc, with useful animal
vocabulary.

Search by latitude & longitude in Google Maps
On your computer, open Google Maps. On the map, right-click the place or area. A pop-up window
appears. At …

My favourite animal is a cat/the cat/cats. - UsingEnglish.com
Dec 28, 2021 · Note that when you say My favourite animal is the cat, the phrase 'the cat' does not
refer to a specific individual animal, but rather to the whole species, which is a more …

Idioms about Animals (Page 1) - UsingEnglish.com
Our 'Animals' category contains 373 idiomatic expressions with definitions and the language of
origin.

Violent or graphic content policies - YouTube Help - Google Help
Content that shows animal suffering, neglect, or mistreatment to shock the viewer or glorify the
abuse, and doesn’t give enough educational, documentary, scientific, or artistic context. …

Describing animals with adverbs of manner games
Guessing and brainstorming games to practise well, badly, quickly, slowly, etc, with useful animal
vocabulary.

Search by latitude & longitude in Google Maps
On your computer, open Google Maps. On the map, right-click the place or area. A pop-up window
appears. At the top, you can find your latitude and longitude in decimal format. To …

On ANIMAL AVATAR MERGE HOW TO PLAY LEVEL 8? - Google Help
Here are some tips on how to play level 8 of Animal Avatar Merge: Use the power-ups wisely. The
power-ups can be very helpful in clearing the level, so make sure to use them wisely. The best …
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How do I track my sleep with my Fitbit device?
If your device doesn’t track heart rate, you can check your sleep pattern in the Fitbit app. Your sleep
pattern includes your time spent awake, restless, and asleep. Restless sleep indicates …

Animals Lesson Plans & Worksheets - UsingEnglish.com
Browse our collection of PDF lesson plans and worksheets about 'Animals' for English language
teachers, complete with answers and teachers' notes. Free to download and use in class!

Animal perro - Comunidad de Gmail - Google Help
Mar 24, 2020 · Es posible que el contenido de la comunidad no esté verificado ni actualizado.
Consulta más información.

Violent or graphic content policies - YouTube Help - Google Help
Content that shows animal suffering, neglect or mistreatment to shock the viewer or glorify the
abuse and doesn't give enough educational, documentary, scientific or artistic context. …

"Start your journey in Animal Crossing: New Horizons with our comprehensive beginner guide!
Learn essential tips and tricks for a thriving island life. Discover how!"

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

