Analyzing The Red Scare Worksheet Answers

Pm@zmg the Red Scare

Directions: Go through the secondary Source readngs and pomary source images related 1o the Red Scare of
1919-1920 to complete the guestions an the chast,

Source | Analysks

l \What was foing an in the world at the trme that stoled lears in Amenca?
We just jolned WW1l

! Why were workers on strike called “radicals®? Were they?

They where called radicals because they wanted the US to become commupist

: What dio you Ehink they mean by “disintegraton™? Why was thisa lear?

The politics belng destroyed. They don't want any communism In the us

I What did the Sedsion Ad do?
It made It lllegal to talk badly and spread rumors about Liking communlsm

E What were the Paimer Raids and what happened to many people who were caught m them?
They where put Into jall or immigrants where sént back to thelr country

i What was the lasting impact of the Red Scare?
People will still will be |ffy about communism

B What s the cartoonist irying 0 say about Amencan siee workers?

They want better working hours, wages, and congditlons.

Haow da you think this canconis feels about the industnial revolution’s eifiect on Amenca?
i
Mot good It Is holding a bomb which doesn't usual mean good things

| What & the cartoonist irying 1o say about Iabor union Sirkes?
They are sick of all of It and need better wages

J What & this cartoonist calling lor and why?
They think all Immigrants are here to bomb us and bring communlsm to
e

Analyzing the Red Scare Worksheet Answers is crucial for understanding the
complexities of this significant period in American history. The Red Scare refers to two
distinct periods of intense anti-communism sentiment in the United States—one following
World War I (1917-1920) and the other after World War II (1947-1957). Both periods were
marked by widespread fear of communist infiltration and subversion, leading to profound
impacts on American society, politics, and culture. This article will delve into the key
themes and historical context surrounding the Red Scare, as well as how to effectively
analyze worksheet answers related to this topic.

Understanding the Red Scare: A Historical



Overview

First Red Scare (1917-1920)

The first Red Scare emerged in the aftermath of World War I, fueled by the Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia and the fear of communism spreading globally. Key factors
contributing to this panic included:

1. Labor Unrest: A series of strikes and labor movements in the United States raised
concerns about radical influences among American workers.

2. Immigration: The influx of immigrants, particularly from Eastern and Southern Europe,
was often associated with socialist and anarchist ideologies.

3. Political Events: The establishment of the Soviet Union and the rise of leftist movements
globally heightened fears of a domestic revolution.

During this period, government actions included the Palmer Raids, which targeted
suspected radicals, and the implementation of the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition
Act of 1918, which suppressed dissent and curtailed civil liberties.

Second Red Scare (1947-1957)

The second Red Scare was characterized by a more pervasive and long-lasting fear of
communism, particularly in the context of the Cold War. Key elements included:

- McCarthyism: Senator Joseph McCarthy led a campaign against alleged communists in
the government and other sectors, resulting in numerous accusations, investigations, and
the blacklisting of many individuals.

- Loyalty Oaths: Many government employees were required to take loyalty oaths,
affirming their allegiance to the United States and disavowing communist ties.

- The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC): This committee investigated and
prosecuted individuals accused of communist sympathies, often targeting Hollywood
figures and activists.

The societal impacts of this era were profound, leading to a culture of fear and suspicion
that influenced American politics, entertainment, and civil rights.

Analyzing the Red Scare Worksheet Answers

When tasked with analyzing worksheet answers related to the Red Scare, it is essential to
approach the material critically and comprehensively. Here are key steps to consider:



1. Identifying Key Themes

Begin by identifying the primary themes within the worksheet answers. Look for
connections to broader historical contexts and events, such as:

- The role of government in suppressing dissent

- The impact of propaganda and media
- The effects on civil liberties and individual rights

2. Contextualizing the Responses

Understanding the context in which the worksheet answers were formulated is crucial.
Consider the following:

- Historical Context: What specific events or trends influenced the responses? For
example, were they influenced by McCarthyism or the Palmer Raids?

- Social Context: How did societal attitudes shape the responses? Consider public opinion
and fear during the respective time periods.

3. Evaluating Sources and Evidence

Analyze the sources cited in the worksheet answers. Are they primary or secondary
sources? Are they credible and relevant? Consider the following types of sources:

- Primary Sources: These include original documents, letters, speeches, and newspaper
articles from the time, providing direct insight into the era.

- Secondary Sources: Scholarly articles and historical analyses can offer interpretations
and context but should be evaluated for bias and accuracy.

Common Questions and Themes in Red Scare
Worksheets

In analyzing worksheet answers, several common questions often arise. Here are some
examples:

e What were the main causes of the Red Scare?

e How did the government respond to perceived threats of communism?

e What were the social implications of the Red Scare on American life?

e How did the Red Scare affect civil liberties and individual rights?



Each of these questions can guide your analysis and help you draw connections between
different aspects of the Red Scare.

Case Studies and Their Implications

To deepen the analysis, consider incorporating case studies that highlight specific
incidents or figures from the Red Scare. These case studies can exemplify the themes
discussed in the worksheet answers.

Case Study: The Palmer Raids

The Palmer Raids serve as a case study illustrating government overreach in the name of
national security. Key points to analyze include:

- Government Justification: The justification for the raids was based on the fear of
communist uprisings, particularly following the bombings attributed to anarchists.

- Targeted Groups: The raids disproportionately affected immigrants and labor activists,
raising questions about civil rights.

- Long-term Effects: The raids led to a public backlash and a reevaluation of the balance
between security and civil liberties.

Case Study: The Hollywood Blacklist

The Hollywood Blacklist exemplifies the cultural impact of the Red Scare. Considerations
include:

- Impact on Artists: Many writers, directors, and actors were blacklisted due to alleged
communist ties, severely affecting their careers and lives.

- Cultural Responses: The blacklisting prompted significant cultural commentary and
resistance, culminating in works that critiqued the era's paranoia.

- Legacy: The effects of the blacklist extended beyond the Red Scare, influencing future
generations of artists and activists.

Conclusion: The Lessons Learned from the Red
Scare

In analyzing the Red Scare worksheet answers, it becomes clear that this period in
American history serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of fear-driven policies and
the erosion of civil liberties. Understanding the historical context, evaluating responses
critically, and exploring case studies can provide deeper insights into how society grapples
with perceived threats to its values and freedoms.



As students and historians engage with this topic, it is crucial to reflect on the balance
between national security and individual rights, a tension that remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about government surveillance, civil liberties, and the role of
dissent in a democratic society. The lessons learned from the Red Scare continue to
resonate, reminding us of the importance of vigilance against the perils of hysteria and the
need to uphold democratic principles in the face of fear.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the Red Scare worksheets?

The primary focus of the Red Scare worksheets is to help students understand the
historical context, key events, and societal impacts of the Red Scare periods in the United
States, particularly during the early 20th century and the Cold War.

What are some key events that should be included in the
Red Scare worksheet?

Key events to include are the Palmer Raids, the Sacco and Vanzetti trial, McCarthyism, the
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), and the Duck and Cover drills during
the Cold War.

How can analyzing the Red Scare help students
understand modern-day issues?

Analyzing the Red Scare helps students recognize patterns of fear, propaganda, and the
impact of political rhetoric on civil liberties, which are relevant to understanding
contemporary issues such as surveillance, immigration policies, and political polarization.

What critical thinking skills can be developed through
the Red Scare worksheet?

Students can develop critical thinking skills such as analyzing primary sources, evaluating
different historical perspectives, understanding cause and effect relationships, and
drawing connections between past and present societal issues.

Why is it important to include diverse perspectives in
the Red Scare analysis?

Including diverse perspectives is important to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the Red Scare's impact on various groups, such as immigrants, labor
unions, and political dissidents, highlighting how fear and suspicion affected different
segments of society.

What resources can complement the Red Scare



worksheets for deeper analysis?

Complementary resources can include primary source documents, historical
documentaries, scholarly articles, and interviews with historians, which provide additional
context and insights into the complexities of the Red Scare.
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