
American Temperament Test Society Snopes

American Temperament Test Society Snopes is a topic that intertwines the worlds of canine
temperament evaluation and internet fact-checking. The American Temperament Test Society
(ATTS) is an organization dedicated to assessing the temperament and stability of various dog
breeds, while Snopes is a well-known fact-checking website that debunks myths and misinformation.
This article aims to explore the ATTS, its methodology, the relevance of temperament testing in dog
breeding, and how Snopes plays a role in verifying the claims related to these subjects.

Understanding the American Temperament Test
Society (ATTS)

The American Temperament Test Society was established in 1976 to promote responsible dog
ownership and breeding through temperament evaluation. The ATTS aims to provide a standardized
method for assessing the temperament of different dog breeds, which can be crucial for both
breeders and potential dog owners.

Purpose and Objectives

The main objectives of the ATTS include:

1. Assessment of Temperament: To evaluate the temperament of dogs, ensuring they meet the
standards expected of their breed.
2. Education: To inform breeders and the public about the importance of temperament in dog
breeding.
3. Promotion of Responsible Breeding: To encourage breeders to select dogs for breeding not only
based on conformation but also on temperament.
4. Research and Data Collection: To compile data on breeds and their temperamental traits, which
can be useful for future studies.

Testing Methodology

The ATTS employs a specific testing methodology designed to evaluate a dog's behavior in various
situations. The test consists of several components, each aimed at assessing different aspects of
temperament:



- Social Interaction: Dogs are evaluated on how they interact with strangers and other dogs,
providing insight into their sociability.
- Fear Response: The test includes scenarios that may induce fear or stress, allowing assessors to
observe how dogs cope with such situations.
- Stability: Evaluators look for signs of overreactions, such as aggression, fearfulness, or extreme
shyness.
- Trainability and Focus: The ability of a dog to follow commands and stay focused during the test is
also assessed.

Each dog is given a score based on their performance, and the results are used to inform breeding
practices and help potential owners choose the right dog for their lifestyle.

The Importance of Dog Temperament Testing

Tempering testing plays a significant role in responsible dog ownership and breeding. Here’s why
it’s crucial:

Promoting Better Breeding Practices

1. Preventing Behavioral Issues: By identifying dogs with unstable temperaments, breeders can
avoid producing litters with inherited behavioral problems.
2. Improving Breed Standards: Testing helps maintain and improve breed standards by ensuring that
only dogs with stable temperaments are bred.

Helping Potential Dog Owners

1. Matching Dogs to Owners: Temperament testing provides valuable information for potential dog
owners, helping them choose a breed and individual dog that fits their lifestyle and personality.
2. Reducing Shelter Overpopulation: By promoting better matches between dogs and owners,
temperament testing can help reduce the number of dogs surrendered to shelters due to behavioral
issues.

Contributing to Research

The data collected through temperament testing can be invaluable for researchers studying canine
behavior, genetics, and breeding practices. This research can lead to improvements in training
methods, dog care, and breed management.

Snopes: The Fact-Checking Giant

Snopes, founded in 1994, is one of the oldest and most trusted sources for fact-checking on the



internet. It began as a resource for debunking urban legends and myths but has since expanded to
cover a wide range of topics, including misinformation related to animals and dog breeding.

The Role of Snopes in Dog-Related Claims

1. Debunking Myths: Snopes often addresses misconceptions surrounding dog breeds, including
false claims about temperament and behavior. This helps to clarify the truth for potential dog
owners and breeders.
2. Providing Accurate Information: By researching and verifying claims, Snopes serves as a reliable
source for information about various dog breeds and their temperamental traits.

Common Myths and Misinformation About Dog Temperament

- "All Pit Bulls Are Aggressive": This myth has been widely circulated, leading to breed-specific
legislation and unfair treatment of the breed. Snopes debunks this claim by highlighting the
importance of individual dog temperament over breed stereotypes.
- "Certain Breeds Are Naturally More Aggressive": Claims that specific breeds are inherently
aggressive are often unfounded. Snopes emphasizes that a dog's upbringing, training, and
socialization play a significant role in its behavior.

How the ATTS and Snopes Collaborate to Promote
Accurate Information

While the ATTS focuses on temperament testing, Snopes plays a vital role in disseminating accurate
information about the results and implications of such tests. Together, they contribute to a better
understanding of canine behavior and responsible dog ownership.

Educational Initiatives

1. Public Awareness Campaigns: The ATTS can utilize Snopes to clarify common misconceptions
about dog behavior, helping to educate the public and potential dog owners.
2. Research Collaboration: By sharing data and findings, Snopes can provide insights into the
importance of temperament testing, while the ATTS can benefit from increased visibility and
awareness.

Impact on Dog Breeding and Ownership

The collaboration between the ATTS and Snopes can lead to more responsible breeding practices
and informed dog ownership. This partnership can help to create a more knowledgeable community
that values temperament as a critical factor in dog selection.



Challenges and Future Directions

Despite the benefits of temperament testing and fact-checking, several challenges remain:

Challenges in Temperament Testing

1. Subjectivity: The assessment of temperament can sometimes be subjective, leading to
inconsistencies in testing results.
2. Limited Participation: Not all breeders participate in temperament testing, which can skew data
and make it difficult to establish breed-wide trends.

Challenges for Snopes and Fact-Checking

1. Misinformation Proliferation: The rapid spread of misinformation on social media makes it
challenging for fact-checkers to keep up and debunk false claims effectively.
2. Funding and Resources: As a nonprofit organization, Snopes relies on donations and sponsorships,
which can limit its ability to expand its operations.

Future Directions

1. Advancing Testing Methodologies: The ATTS can work towards refining their testing methods to
ensure objectivity and reliability.
2. Strengthening Partnerships: Collaborations between organizations like the ATTS and fact-
checking sites like Snopes can enhance the credibility and reach of both entities.
3. Public Engagement: Increased public engagement through educational initiatives can help raise
awareness about the importance of temperament testing and the dangers of misinformation.

Conclusion

In summary, the American Temperament Test Society Snopes highlights the intersection of dog
temperament assessment and the importance of accurate information in dog ownership. Through
rigorous testing and fact-checking, both organizations contribute to a better understanding of canine
behavior and the promotion of responsible breeding practices. By addressing myths and providing
clear, factual information, they help potential dog owners make informed decisions, ultimately
benefiting both dogs and their human companions. As we move forward, the collaboration between
these entities will be vital in fostering a community that values and understands the significance of
temperament in dogs.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Temperament Test Society (ATTS)?
The American Temperament Test Society (ATTS) is an organization that evaluates the temperament
of various dog breeds through standardized testing, focusing on behavioral traits and
characteristics.

How does the American Temperament Test work?
The American Temperament Test involves a series of controlled scenarios that assess a dog's
behavior in various situations, including social interactions, noise sensitivity, and aggression
tendencies.

What is Snopes' role in relation to the American Temperament
Test?
Snopes is a fact-checking website that investigates and verifies claims and information, including
those related to dog breeds and temperament tests. They may address myths or misconceptions
about the ATTS and its results.

Are the results of the American Temperament Test reliable?
Yes, the results of the American Temperament Test are generally considered reliable as they are
based on standardized procedures and evaluations carried out by trained testers.

How can I find the temperament test results for a specific dog
breed?
You can find temperament test results for specific dog breeds on the American Temperament Test
Society's official website, which provides statistics and evaluations for various breeds.

What breeds have the highest success rates in the American
Temperament Test?
Breeds such as the Golden Retriever, Labrador Retriever, and Border Collie often have high success
rates in the American Temperament Test, reflecting their generally favorable temperamental traits.

Can Snopes be trusted to provide accurate information about
dog temperament tests?
Yes, Snopes is known for its commitment to fact-checking and providing accurate information. They
are a trustworthy source for clarifying myths and facts surrounding dog temperament tests like
those conducted by the ATTS.
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