
Alice In Chains Tour History

Alice in Chains tour history is a fascinating journey filled with iconic performances, lineup changes,
and a lasting impact on the music scene. Emerging from the Seattle grunge movement in the late
1980s, Alice in Chains quickly became one of the most influential bands of their era. Their unique
sound, characterized by haunting harmonies and heavy guitar riffs, has captivated audiences around
the world. This article delves into the extensive tour history of Alice in Chains, exploring key tours,
notable performances, and the evolution of the band over the years.

Early Years: Formation and Initial Tours

Alice in Chains was formed in 1987 by guitarist Jerry Cantrell, lead vocalist Layne Staley, bassist Mike
Starr, and drummer Sean Kinney. The band's first major tour came after the release of their debut
album, Facelift, in 1990. This album included hits like "Man in the Box," which played a significant role
in establishing their presence in the rock scene.



1990-1991: The Facelift Tour

- The Facelift Tour marked the beginning of Alice in Chains' journey on the road.
- The band performed with other emerging grunge acts and gained popularity in various clubs and
small venues.
- They shared the stage with bands like Nirvana and Pearl Jam, contributing to the burgeoning Seattle
sound.

During this period, Alice in Chains began to develop a loyal fan base, setting the stage for their future
success.

The Dirt Era: Breakthrough and Major Tours

Alice in Chains' second studio album, Dirt, released in 1992, was a turning point in their tour history.
The album produced several successful singles, including "Would?" and "Rooster," solidifying their
place in rock history.

1992-1994: The Dirt Tour

- The Dirt Tour was notable for its extensive routing and numerous festivals.
- The band performed at major festivals like Lollapalooza in 1993, where they shared the stage with
other rock legends.
- They faced challenges during this time, including Layne Staley's struggles with addiction, which
affected their touring schedule.

Despite these challenges, the Dirt Tour helped the band reach new heights and connect with a
broader audience.

Hiatus and Reunion Tours

After the release of their self-titled album in 1995, Alice in Chains faced a hiatus due to Staley's
declining health and the band's internal struggles. The band went on a long hiatus after their last
show on July 3, 1996, at the Summer Sanitarium Tour.

2005: The Reunion

In 2005, Alice in Chains reunited, marking a significant moment in their tour history. The reunion was
met with excitement from fans and marked the beginning of a new chapter for the band.

- They performed at the Download Festival in the UK, which was their first live performance in almost
a decade.
- The lineup included original members Jerry Cantrell, Sean Kinney, and Mike Inez, with William DuVall



stepping in as lead vocalist.

Continued Success and Recent Tours

Following their reunion, Alice in Chains continued to tour extensively, releasing new music and
captivating audiences around the world.

2006-2013: New Music and Tours

- In 2009, the band released Black Gives Way to Blue, their first album since Staley's passing, which
was well-received by fans and critics alike.
- The subsequent tours were marked by a mix of classic hits and new material, attracting a diverse
audience.

Their performances during this era showcased the band's ability to evolve while staying true to their
roots.

2013-Present: A New Era

- The band released The Devil Put Dinosaurs Here in 2013, followed by Rainier Fog in 2018.
- Their tours during this period included major festivals like Coachella and Rock on the Range.

Alice in Chains has continued to impress with their powerful performances, solidifying their status as
one of the leading bands in modern rock.

Notable Tours and Performances

Throughout their history, Alice in Chains has participated in numerous tours and festivals that have
left a lasting impression on fans.

Key Festivals

- Lollapalooza (1993): A defining moment for the band, performing alongside some of the biggest
names in rock.
- Download Festival (2005): Marked their reunion and re-establishment in the music scene.
- Rock on the Range (2018): Showcased their new material and highlighted their continued relevance.

Memorable Tours



- The Dirt Tour (1992-1994): Cemented their status in the grunge movement.
- The Black Gives Way to Blue Tour (2009-2010): Celebrated the return of the band with new music.
- The Rainier Fog Tour (2018): Featured a mix of classic hits and new songs, showcasing their
evolution.

The Legacy of Alice in Chains Tour History

Alice in Chains' tour history is not just a series of concerts; it represents the band's resilience and
ability to adapt. From their early days in the Seattle grunge scene to their status as rock icons today,
their journey is a testament to their talent and the connection they have forged with fans.

Influence on the Music Scene

- Alice in Chains has inspired countless bands and musicians, contributing significantly to the grunge
and alternative rock genres.
- Their unique sound and songwriting continue to resonate with new generations of fans.

The Future of Alice in Chains

With ongoing tours and new music on the horizon, Alice in Chains is poised to continue their legacy.
Their ability to evolve while staying true to their roots ensures that they will remain a vital part of the
rock music landscape for years to come.

In conclusion, the Alice in Chains tour history is a rich tapestry of triumphs and challenges,
showcasing the band's journey from their formative years to their current status as rock legends.
Their impact on the music scene is undeniable, and their tours are a celebration of their enduring
legacy. Fans can look forward to more unforgettable performances as Alice in Chains continues to
tour and create music that resonates with audiences worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did Alice in Chains first tour as a band?
Alice in Chains first toured as a band in 1990, shortly after the release of their debut album 'Facelift'.

Which major festival did Alice in Chains perform at in 1993?
Alice in Chains performed at the 1993 Lollapalooza festival, which significantly boosted their visibility
and popularity.

When did Alice in Chains go on their first tour after the



passing of Layne Staley?
Alice in Chains went on their first tour after Layne Staley's passing in 2006, with William DuVall as the
new lead vocalist.

What is the name of the tour Alice in Chains embarked on to
promote their album 'Black Gives Way to Blue'?
The tour to promote 'Black Gives Way to Blue' was called the 'Black Gives Way to Blue Tour' and
started in 2009.

How has Alice in Chains' touring style evolved over the years?
Alice in Chains' touring style has evolved to include more elaborate stage setups and a focus on
connecting with fans through intimate performances, while still maintaining their hard rock roots.
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