
American Institute Of Certified Planners

American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is a professional organization that plays a
crucial role in the field of urban planning in the United States. Established in 1977, AICP serves as
the certification body for planners who have met specific educational and professional criteria. AICP
members are recognized for their expertise and commitment to the planning profession, ensuring
that they adhere to high standards of practice and ethics. This article delves into the history,
purpose, certification process, benefits of certification, and the role of AICP in promoting sustainable
urban planning.

History of the American Institute of Certified Planners

The American Institute of Certified Planners was founded to address the growing need for a
professional standard within the urban planning field. Before AICP, the profession lacked a unified
body that could certify planners and establish a benchmark for quality and ethical practice. The
organization's establishment represented a pivotal moment for urban planners across the country, as
it provided a platform for professional development and recognition.

Since its inception, AICP has evolved in response to the changing dynamics of urban development
and planning. It has embraced new technologies, methodologies, and best practices, ensuring that
its members remain at the forefront of the profession. Over the years, AICP has expanded its reach,
now counting thousands of members across various sectors, including public agencies, private firms,
and non-profit organizations.



Purpose and Objectives of AICP

AICP exists to promote the field of urban planning and to enhance the professional standards of
planners across the United States. Its primary objectives include:

1. Certification: AICP provides a certification process that recognizes planners who have
demonstrated knowledge, skills, and experience in the field.

2. Professional Development: The organization offers various educational opportunities, workshops,
and training sessions to ensure that planners stay updated on the latest trends and best practices.

3. Advocacy: AICP advocates for the planning profession at various levels of government and within
the broader community to emphasize the importance of effective urban planning.

4. Networking: Through conferences, seminars, and other events, AICP facilitates networking
opportunities for planners, allowing them to share knowledge and collaborate on projects.

5. Research and Resources: AICP supports research initiatives and provides resources to assist
planners in their work, including publications, toolkits, and case studies.

The Certification Process

Achieving AICP certification is a significant milestone for urban planners. The certification process is
rigorous and involves several key steps:

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for AICP certification, applicants must meet specific educational and professional criteria,
including:

- A master's degree in planning or a related field, or
- A bachelor's degree in planning or a related field combined with a specified number of years of
professional planning experience.

Additionally, candidates must have a minimum of two years of professional planning experience for
those with a master's degree or four years for those with a bachelor's degree.

Examination

Once eligibility is established, candidates must pass the AICP exam. This examination assesses a
candidate's knowledge in various areas of urban planning, including:

- Planning history and theory
- Land use and zoning



- Economic development
- Environmental planning
- Transportation planning
- Ethics and professional practice

The exam is typically offered twice a year, and candidates must prepare thoroughly to ensure they
are well-equipped to answer the questions.

Continuing Education

After obtaining certification, AICP members must maintain their credentials through continuing
education. This involves completing a specific number of continuing education units (CEUs) every
two years. AICP encourages its members to engage in lifelong learning, staying current with
emerging trends and best practices in urban planning.

Benefits of AICP Certification

Obtaining AICP certification offers numerous benefits to urban planners, both personally and
professionally. Some of these benefits include:

1. Professional Recognition: AICP certification is a mark of distinction and credibility that signifies a
planner's commitment to their profession. It enhances a planner's reputation among peers,
employers, and clients.

2. Career Advancement: Many employers prefer or require AICP certification for planning positions.
Certified planners often have access to better job opportunities, promotions, and increased salary
potential.

3. Networking Opportunities: AICP provides a platform for members to connect with other
professionals in the field. Networking can lead to collaborations, mentorships, and access to job
openings.

4. Access to Resources: AICP members benefit from a wealth of resources, including research
publications, best practices, and toolkits that can enhance their planning work.

5. Commitment to Ethics: AICP emphasizes ethical practice in urban planning. Certified planners are
expected to adhere to a strict code of ethics, which helps build trust with communities and
stakeholders.

Role of AICP in Sustainable Urban Planning

As urban areas continue to grow and evolve, the need for sustainable planning practices has never
been more critical. AICP plays a vital role in promoting sustainable urban planning through various
initiatives:



Advocacy for Sustainable Policies

AICP advocates for policies and practices that promote sustainability in urban development. This
includes supporting legislation that encourages smart growth, environmental conservation, and
equitable access to resources.

Education and Training on Sustainability

AICP provides educational resources and training programs focused on sustainable planning
practices. These initiatives help planners understand the principles of sustainability and how to
integrate them into their work.

Networking and Collaboration

Through conferences and events, AICP facilitates discussions about sustainable urban planning
among professionals. These gatherings often lead to collaborative projects and the sharing of
innovative ideas.

Research and Best Practices

AICP supports research initiatives that explore sustainable planning methods and their
effectiveness. By disseminating findings and best practices, AICP helps planners adopt strategies
that contribute to long-term sustainability goals.

Conclusion

The American Institute of Certified Planners is an essential organization within the urban planning
profession. Through its certification process, professional development opportunities, and advocacy
for sustainability, AICP enhances the quality and credibility of planners across the country. As urban
areas continue to face complex challenges, AICP's commitment to high standards and ethical
practice ensures that its members are well-equipped to navigate the future of planning. Whether you
are a new planner aspiring to gain certification or an experienced professional looking to deepen
your knowledge, AICP offers invaluable resources and support to help you succeed in this dynamic
field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP)?
The American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is a professional institute of the American



Planning Association (APA) that certifies planners in the United States, ensuring they meet specific
educational and professional standards.

How can one become a member of the AICP?
To become a member of AICP, an individual must have a graduate or undergraduate degree in
planning or a related field, gain professional planning experience, and pass the AICP exam.

What are the benefits of being AICP certified?
AICP certification provides professional recognition, enhances career opportunities, and
demonstrates commitment to ethical planning practices and ongoing professional development.

What is the AICP exam format?
The AICP exam consists of multiple-choice questions that assess knowledge in various areas of
planning, including law, ethics, and best practices, and is typically offered twice a year.

Are there continuing education requirements for AICP
members?
Yes, AICP members are required to complete 32 hours of continuing education every two years to
maintain their certification and stay updated on industry practices.

What topics are covered in the AICP exam?
The AICP exam covers a range of topics including planning theory, urban design, land use law,
ethics, and community development among others.

How does AICP promote ethical standards in planning?
AICP promotes ethical standards by providing a code of ethics that guides planners in their
professional conduct, emphasizing integrity, accountability, and public service.

What resources does AICP offer for its members?
AICP offers a variety of resources including training programs, webinars, networking opportunities,
and access to planning publications to support members' professional growth.

How does AICP contribute to the field of urban planning?
AICP contributes to urban planning by setting professional standards, advocating for effective
planning practices, and providing a platform for planners to collaborate and share knowledge.
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电脑显示“ american megatrends”是什么意思？_百度知道
Aug 29, 2024 · 电脑显示“ american megatrends”是什么意思？ 电脑显示“American Megatrends”通常意味着计算机正在进行POST
过程，这是BIOS的一部分，由美国超微公司提供的BIOS界面。

美国的全称是什么? - 百度知道
美国全称是美利坚合众国（United States of America）。 America，可指“美洲”、“美国”。当指美洲时，译作“亚美利加”，即美洲全称亚美利加洲。当指美国
时，译作“美利坚”，即美国全称美利坚合众国。1787年美国宪法正式肯定了“美利坚合众国”的国名。 美国是由华盛顿哥伦比亚特区、50个州和 ...

american megatrends bios设置 - 百度知道
Mar 3, 2025 · American Megatrends BIOS设置涉及硬件检测、启动顺序配置以及系统性能优化等方面。 首先，进入BIOS设置通常是在开机时按下特定
的按键，如DEL、F2或F10等，具体按键可能会因电脑型号而异。 进入BIOS后，你会看到一个蓝色的界面，上面有各种设置选项。

“美国”用英语怎么说？ - 百度知道
美国英文：America、the United States 1、America 读音：英 [ə'merɪkə] 美 [əˈmɛrɪkə] 2、the United States 读音： [ði
juˈnaɪtɪd stets] 美国缩写： U.S. A. (=the United States of America) 例句： 1、Are you going to America by
boat or by plane? 你到美国是坐船还是坐飞机？ 2、The United States has withdrawn the remaining staff from its
embassy 美国 ...

US，USA和America有什么区别？_百度知道
US，USA和America有什么区别？1、地理概念不同：我们最常用的就是America，这个词原本指“美洲”，因为美国的崛起，现在大部分情况下指“美国”，相比USA或
者是US，America更侧重于地理概念，表示美国这片土地。2、

SCI期刊名称缩写汇总 - 百度知道
Aug 20, 2024 · SCI期刊名称缩写汇总全称：JACS applied materials & interfaces 简写：ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces全
称：ACS Catalysis 简写：ACS Catal.全称：ACS Applied Nano Materials 简写： ACS Appl. Nano Mater.全称：ACS

（超全）APA格式详解-论文写作 - 知乎
Dec 20, 2023 · American Psychological Association 是指美国心理协会，是一个为心理学领域的个人创建的组织。 拥有近121,000名会员，
他们为所有与心理学相关的事情提供教育机会、资金、指导和研究信息。

American Megatrends 怎么进入bios_百度知道
American Megatrends 怎么进入bios进入BIOS的方式可能因计算机品牌、型号和制造商而异。 在大多数情况下，您可以在开机时按下 DEL、F2、F10 或
F12键来进入BIOS设置。

化学顶刊JACS、Angew和小NC，投稿难以程度排名和认可度排名 …
目前总体来说NC和JACS差不多，都大于Angew。当然不排除个别特例。 其实目前来看，NC编辑权利很大，只要送审后，一般三个审稿人，只要能拿到两个大修，编辑都会给修
改机会。但是意见会巨多。一般从投稿到接受半年。 JACS则要严格很多，审稿人中不能有拒稿的审稿人。一般是3～4个审稿人。目前 …

数学四大神级期刊 - 知乎
·Journal Of The American Mathematical Society是美国数学协会在1988所办的期刊，是四大期刊里最年轻的期刊。作为季刊，每年文章量严格控制
在32篇，发表相当困难。不过著名的华人数学家陶哲轩（Terence Tao）在此期刊的文章数量用你幼儿园时期的计算方法怕是脑子不够用，足以见得大神的厉害 …
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过程，这是BIOS的一部 …
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美国全称是美利坚合众国（United States of America）。 America，可指“美洲”、“美国”。当指美洲时，译作“亚美利加”，即美洲全称亚美利加洲。当指美国
时，译作“美利 …

american megatrends bios设置 - 百度知道
Mar 3, 2025 · American Megatrends BIOS设置涉及硬件检测、启动顺序配置以及系统性能优化等方面。 首先，进入BIOS设置通常是在开机时按下特定
的按键，如DEL …

“美国”用英语怎么说？ - 百度知道
美国英文：America、the United States 1、America 读音：英 [ə'merɪkə] 美 [əˈmɛrɪkə] 2、the United States 读音： [ði
juˈnaɪtɪd stets] 美国缩写： U.S. A. …

US，USA和America有什么区别？_百度知道
US，USA和America有什么区别？1、地理概念不同：我们最常用的就是America，这个词原本指“美洲”，因为美国的崛起，现在大部分情况下指“美国”，相比USA或
者 …

Explore the American Institute of Certified Planners and elevate your planning career. Learn more
about certifications
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