
Alpha Kappa Alpha Study Guide

Alpha Kappa Alpha Study Guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to understand the rich
history, mission, and impact of one of the oldest and most prestigious sororities in the United States.
Founded in 1908 at Howard University, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated has played a
significant role in advocating for social justice, education, and community service among African
American women. This study guide will provide an in-depth overview of the sorority’s history, core
values, notable programs, and membership requirements, ensuring that prospective members and
interested individuals gain a comprehensive understanding of this esteemed organization.



History of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority

Founding and Early Years

Alpha Kappa Alpha was established on January 15, 1908, by a group of nine visionary women who
sought to create a support network for African American female students at Howard University. The
founders, known as the "Nine Jewels," are:

1. Ethel Hedgeman Lyle
2. Anna Easter Brown
3. Beulah Burke
4. Lillie E. Burke
5. Margaret Flagg Holmes
6. Mary Louise Smith
7. Lavinia Norman
8. Lucy Diggs Slowe
9. Marjorie Hill

These women aimed to promote academic excellence and provide a platform for community service.
The sorority's first public act was organizing a series of lectures and seminars addressing issues
relevant to the African American community.

Expansion and Growth

After its inception, Alpha Kappa Alpha quickly expanded beyond Howard University. In 1913, the
sorority established its first graduate chapter in New York, paving the way for chapters at various
colleges and universities across the nation. By the 1920s, Alpha Kappa Alpha became known for its
commitment to civil rights, education, and social justice.

Milestones in History

Throughout its history, Alpha Kappa Alpha has achieved numerous milestones, including:

- The establishment of the first Greek-letter organization for African American women.
- The first sorority to be recognized by the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) in 1930.
- Leading initiatives that contributed to the civil rights movement during the 1960s.
- Launching the "ASCEND" program in 2015 to promote leadership among young women.

Core Values and Mission



Mission Statement

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is committed to:

- Promoting high academic standards.
- Providing service to all mankind.
- Advocating for social justice and equality.

The sorority operates under the motto "By Culture and By Merit," emphasizing the importance of
cultural heritage and personal excellence.

Core Values

The core values of Alpha Kappa Alpha include:

1. Service – The sorority is devoted to serving communities and addressing societal issues through
various programs and initiatives.
2. Sisterhood – Building strong relationships among members, fostering a sense of belonging and
support.
3. Scholarship – Encouraging academic achievement and lifelong learning.
4. Leadership – Developing leadership skills among members to empower them to effect change in
their communities.

Notable Programs and Initiatives

Alpha Kappa Alpha has launched numerous programs that align with its mission and values. Some of
the most notable initiatives include:

Target Programs

The sorority's programs are organized into specific targets, focusing on various community needs.
The current initiatives, known as "The Five Targets," are:

1. Target 1: HBCU Impact – Supporting Historically Black Colleges and Universities through
scholarships and advocacy.
2. Target 2: Health – Promoting health education and wellness, including initiatives for mental health
awareness and disease prevention.
3. Target 3: Economic Security – Empowering members and communities through financial literacy
programs and entrepreneurship support.
4. Target 4: Political Awareness and Involvement – Encouraging civic engagement and participation in
the political process.
5. Target 5: Global Impact – Addressing global issues such as poverty, education, and health in
underserved communities worldwide.



Signature Events

Alpha Kappa Alpha hosts several signature events that raise funds for its programs and foster
community engagement, including:

- The Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony: A tribute to deceased sorors, celebrating their lives and
contributions to the sorority and society.
- The Annual Founder’s Day Celebration: A commemoration of the founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha,
highlighting its achievements and future goals.
- Community Service Days: Organized events where chapters carry out service projects in their local
communities.

Membership Requirements

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for membership in Alpha Kappa Alpha, prospective members must meet certain
requirements:

1. Academic Status: Applicants must be enrolled in a college or university where there is an active
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha or be a graduate of such an institution.
2. Character Reference: Candidates must obtain recommendations from current members of the
sorority.
3. Commitment to Service: A demonstrated commitment to community service and social justice is
essential.

Membership Process

The membership process typically involves several steps:

1. Interest Meeting: Attend an informational meeting hosted by the chapter to learn more about the
sorority.
2. Application: Submit a membership application, including personal statements and letters of
recommendation.
3. Interview: Participate in an interview with chapter members to assess alignment with the sorority’s
values.
4. Orientation: Once accepted, new members undergo an orientation program to familiarize
themselves with sorority policies and expectations.

Legacy and Impact



Influence on Society

Since its founding, Alpha Kappa Alpha has had a profound impact on society, particularly in the areas
of education, civil rights, and women's empowerment. Many prominent figures, including politicians,
educators, and activists, are members of the sorority, showcasing its influence in various fields.

Commitment to the Future

As Alpha Kappa Alpha continues to evolve, the organization remains committed to addressing
contemporary issues facing African American women and communities. The sorority actively engages
in discussions about racial equality, economic empowerment, and educational access, ensuring that
its legacy endures.

Conclusion

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Study Guide provides an extensive overview of the sorority’s history, values,
programs, and membership requirements. Understanding the significance of this organization is
essential for anyone interested in joining or learning about the impact of Greek life on the African
American community. Through its ongoing commitment to service, scholarship, and sisterhood, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated continues to inspire and empower women to effect positive
change in society. By embracing its rich legacy and addressing current challenges, the sorority stands
poised to make a lasting difference for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Alpha Kappa Alpha study guide?
The Alpha Kappa Alpha study guide is designed to help members understand the history, principles,
and programs of the sorority, aiding in personal development and effective participation in the
organization.

What topics are typically covered in the Alpha Kappa Alpha
study guide?
Topics usually include the sorority's history, founding principles, notable members, current initiatives,
and guidelines for chapter operations.

How can new members benefit from using the Alpha Kappa
Alpha study guide?
New members can gain a comprehensive understanding of the sorority's values, mission, and
structure, which helps them engage more fully in activities and leadership roles.



Is the Alpha Kappa Alpha study guide available online?
Yes, many resources including the study guide can be found on the official Alpha Kappa Alpha
website, as well as in various digital formats for accessibility.

Are there any recommended strategies for studying the Alpha
Kappa Alpha guide effectively?
Effective strategies include forming study groups, taking notes, engaging in discussions with
experienced members, and applying the knowledge through active participation in sorority events.

How often is the Alpha Kappa Alpha study guide updated?
The study guide is typically updated periodically to reflect changes in programs, initiatives, and
leadership, ensuring that members have the most current information.

What is the significance of the history section in the Alpha
Kappa Alpha study guide?
The history section is significant as it provides context about the sorority's founding, evolution, and
impact on the community, which fosters a sense of pride and continuity among members.

Can alumni members use the Alpha Kappa Alpha study guide?
Yes, alumni members can use the study guide to stay informed about the organization's ongoing
initiatives and to remain connected with the sorority's activities.

Are there any interactive components in the Alpha Kappa
Alpha study guide?
Many study guides may include interactive components such as quizzes, reflection questions, and
discussion prompts to enhance learning and engagement among members.
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