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"America: The Story of Us" is a captivating documentary series that chronicles the history of the United
States from its inception to modern times. Episode 7, titled "Cities," delves into the transformative power of
urbanization in America during the 19th and 20th centuries. This worksheet will examine the key themes, events,
and figures portrayed in this episode, providing a comprehensive understanding of the critical moments that
shaped American cities and their cultures.

Overview of Episode 7: Cities

Episode 7 of "America: The Story of Us" explores the rapid development of cities in America and how they
became melting pots of culture, innovation, and opportunity. The episode highlights various aspects, including
the industrial revolution, immigration, and social changes that led to the growth of urban centers.

The Rise of Industrialization

The episode begins by showcasing the impact of the Industrial Revolution on American cities. As factories
emerged, they attracted a workforce that sought employment and better living conditions. Key points include:

- Technological Advancements: The introduction of machinery and mass production changed the landscape of
work.
- Economic Opportunities: Cities became hubs for economic activity, providing jobs in factories and service
industries.
- Infrastructure Development: The need for transportation and communication led to the construction of
railroads, bridges, and telegraph lines.



Immigration and Urban Growth

America's cities grew exponentially due to waves of immigration during the 19th and early 20th centuries. The
episode highlights several significant aspects of this phenomenon:

1. Diverse Populations: Immigrants from Europe, Asia, and other regions brought diverse cultures, languages,
and traditions to urban centers.
2. Cultural Enclaves: Neighborhoods like Little Italy and Chinatown emerged, allowing immigrants to maintain
their cultural identities while integrating into American society.
3. Labor Force: Immigrants provided the labor necessary for industrial growth, often working in harsh
conditions for low wages.

Social Changes and Challenges

The rapid urbanization brought about significant social changes and challenges. The episode addresses several
critical issues:

- Housing: The influx of people led to overcrowded tenements, often with inadequate sanitation and safety
measures.
- Labor Movements: The harsh realities of factory work led to the rise of labor unions advocating for
workers’ rights and better conditions.
- Social Reform: Activists emerged to address issues such as poverty, education, and women's rights, prompting
social change.

Key Figures and Events

The episode also highlights influential figures and events that played pivotal roles in shaping America's urban
landscape.

Important Figures

1. Andrew Carnegie: A steel magnate who revolutionized the steel industry and contributed to urban
infrastructure.
2. Jane Addams: A social reformer and founder of Hull House, advocating for the poor and immigrants in urban
areas.
3. Jacob Riis: A journalist and photographer who exposed the harsh realities of life in the slums through his
work "How the Other Half Lives."

Significant Events

- The Great Chicago Fire (1871): An event that led to massive rebuilding efforts and changes in urban planning
and architecture.
- The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911): A tragedy that highlighted the need for labor reforms and
workplace safety regulations.
- The Great Migration: The movement of African Americans from rural South to urban North, significantly
impacting city demographics and culture.



The Cultural Impact of Urbanization

As cities grew, they became centers of cultural innovation, reflecting the diverse backgrounds of their
inhabitants. The episode illustrates this impact through various cultural expressions.

Art and Literature

The episode discusses how urban environments fostered artistic movements:

- Harlem Renaissance: A cultural, social, and artistic explosion centered in Harlem, showcasing African
American talent.
- Literature: Writers like F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway captured the essence of urban life in their
works.

Music and Entertainment

Urban centers became the birthplace of new musical genres, reflecting the melting pot of cultures:

- Jazz: Originating in New Orleans, jazz music became a defining genre of American culture.
- Broadway: The rise of theater and musicals in New York City offered new forms of entertainment.

Challenges and Resilience in Urban America

While cities offered opportunities, they also faced numerous challenges. The episode explores how urban
residents demonstrated resilience in the face of adversity.

Economic Struggles

- The Great Depression: The economic downturn led to widespread unemployment, affecting urban areas
significantly.
- Urban Renewal: Efforts to revitalize decaying neighborhoods highlighted the struggle between progress and
the displacement of existing communities.

Social Movements

- Civil Rights Movement: Urban centers became focal points for activism, advocating for racial equality and
justice.
- Environmental Movements: As cities grew, issues like pollution and green spaces became crucial, leading to
movements for sustainable urban living.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Urban America

The legacy of urbanization in America is profound and multifaceted. Episode 7 of "America: The Story of Us"
illustrates how cities became vital to the American identity, shaping cultural, social, and economic
landscapes. As urban centers continue to evolve, they reflect the ongoing story of a nation built on diversity,



innovation, and resilience.

In understanding the complexities of urban growth, viewers gain insights into the challenges faced and the
triumphs achieved by those who shaped America’s cities. The stories of struggle, progress, and cultural
richness serve as a reminder of the enduring spirit that defines urban America, making it a vital part of the
American narrative.

Through this worksheet, students and viewers are encouraged to engage with the historical themes presented in
Episode 7, deepening their understanding of how urbanization has influenced the course of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major historical events are covered in Episode 7 of 'America: The
Story of Us'?
Episode 7 focuses on the Industrial Revolution, including the rise of factories, the impact of immigration, and
the transformation of American society.

How does Episode 7 illustrate the impact of the Civil War on America's
development?
The episode highlights how the Civil War led to significant economic changes, including the shift from an
agrarian society to an industrial powerhouse, and how it shaped national identity.

What role does immigration play in the narrative of Episode 7?
Immigration is portrayed as a driving force behind industrial growth, with waves of immigrants providing labor
for factories and contributing to the cultural diversity of America.

Which key figures are featured in Episode 7, and what contributions do they
make?
Key figures such as Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller are featured, showcasing their contributions to
industry and capitalism, as well as their impact on American society.

How does Episode 7 of 'America: The Story of Us' address the theme of
innovation?
The episode discusses innovations such as the assembly line and telegraph, emphasizing how these advancements
revolutionized production and communication in the United States.

What educational activities can be included in a worksheet for Episode 7?
A worksheet could include questions on key terms, timeline events, character analysis, and discussion prompts
about the effects of industrialization on different social groups.
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U.S.、USA、America 有什么区别？ - 知乎
Oct 15, 2014 · USA是美利坚合众国（United States of America）全称的缩写，但它的应用度远没有U.S.广泛，而且一般比较少有U.S.A.的缩略用
法。 USA/US是美国的国家代码（没有表示缩 …

为什么我们称 America 为美国？这种翻译是什么时候开始产生的？
美国为什么叫美国？ 明朝时，中国第一次知道地球是圆的，也第一次知道世界上还有五大洲四大洋，这时对America的译名就叫“亚墨利加”。 而美国人和中国直接打交道很晚，到十八世
纪才有 …

「美国」什么时候用「United States」，什么时候用「America」?
在美国生活了几年，我虽然依然用American指代美国人，但是现在几乎不会用America来指代美国了。情感有点像我在说日语时也不会说にっぽん（nippon）来指日本。
The United States of …

电脑出现American megatrends怎么办？ - 知乎
Feb 28, 2017 · 请点击输入图片描述 American Megatrends一般指美商安迈有限公司。AMI ，全称American Megatrends Inc，是专
业生产ASIC数字产品和混合信号ASIC产品的公司 电脑开机显 …

「America」在什么情况下表示「美国」，什么 ... - 知乎
Dec 10, 2014 · 「America」在什么情况下表示「美国」，什么情况表示「美洲」呢？ 比如这个句子：Chinese youths make up over a fifth
of all international students in… 显示全部 关注者 32

IEEE的TRANS系列是什么，是不是TRANS系列的基本上都是顶刊 …
请教各位科研大佬，十月怀胎准备投自己的第一篇paper，但是不会定位目标期刊，准备投IEEE下的期刊，了解…

PNAS到底是怎样的存在? - 知乎
PNAS是老牌综合性期刊，一般作为中高档的分水岭。因为文章发行量比较大，发表流程也比较特别，因此进入了各领域研究顶级水平后，会用PNAS作为保底选项。在积累声望期
间，PNAS …

如何评价复旦大学兰小欢老师的著作《置身事内》？ - 知乎
一本写了一半的书。 《置身事内》信息量有多大，去看看这本书养活了多少B站UP主就知道了。 只要能把书中20%的内容基本复述清楚，收获几个百万播放视频再加几十万粉丝那是没问
题的 …

求推荐审稿快的光学期刊 三区四区的创新点没那么高要求的? - 知乎
Dec 25, 2022 · 除了推荐还得看你的工作是哪方面的。 三四区常见期刊: Optics Communications三个月左右，老牌期刊，创新性和正规度有一定要求;
Applied Optics 一个多月回复意见，注重实 …

如何评价Childish Gambino的MV《This Is America》？ - 知乎
However, THIS IS AMERICA, the nation where entertainment has now become more important than
justice, so why are we shocked, or even surprised? 但更为令人不安的不是行刑本身，而 …

Chapter 6: Group Life Insurance Flashcards - Quizlet
Study with Quizlet and memorize flashcards containing terms like noncontributary, contributory, An
employee with $25,000 group term life coverage was recently fired. This employee's group …

An employee with $25,000 group term life coverage was recently fired ...
Sep 22, 2023 · Typically, the new policy would preserve the original coverage amount, so in this
case, the employee will most likely convert their $25,000 group term life coverage to a $25,000 …
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Solved: An employee with $25,000 group term life coverage was recently ...
The employee's group term life coverage of $25,000 can be converted to an individual whole life
policy without providing evidence of insurability, usually up to a maximum of $125,000, which …

Chapter 7: Group Life insurance Flashcards by Clint Salvato
Study Chapter 7: Group Life insurance flashcards from Clint Salvato's class online, or in
Brainscape's iPhone or Android app. Learn faster with spaced repetition.

Multiple Choice An employee with 25000 group | StudyX
Jan 15, 2025 · The most likely option for an employee who loses group term life coverage is to obtain
a similar individual term life policy. Group term life insurance is typically inexpensive …

Ch.6 Exam - Group Life Insurance Flashcards | Quizlet
This employee's group coverage may be converted to a, conditions of noncontributory group life
insurance:, When an employee is terminated, which statement about a group term life …

Solved An employee with $25,000 group term life coverage
Here’s the best way to solve it. 1. $125,000 individual whole life policy - This... Not the question
you’re looking for? Post any question and get expert help quickly.

Solved: An employee with $25,000 grou term life coverage was recently ...
When an employee with group term life insurance leaves their job, they typically have the option to
convert their coverage into an individual policy without having to prove insurability.

Chapter 6 Review (Life): Group Life Insurance Flashcards
An employee with $25,000 group term life coverage was recently fired. This employee’s group
coverage may be converted to a: Study Chapter 6 Review (Life): Group Life Insurance …

Chapter Exam - Group Life Flashcards | Quizlet
When an employee is terminated, which statement about a group term life conversion is true?
Employee must convert group term life coverage into an individual term life policy
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