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American Assassin is a thrilling action film that debuted in 2017, directed by Michael Cuesta and
based on the novel by Vince Flynn. The film features a star-studded cast including Dylan O'Brien,
Michael Keaton, and Sanaa Lathan. It takes viewers on a gripping journey through the world of
espionage, where a young man seeks vengeance for the brutal murder of his girlfriend. This article
delves into the plot, characters, themes, and critical reception of "American Assassin," exploring
what makes it a standout addition to the action genre.



Plot Summary

The story begins with a shocking and emotional prologue, where we are introduced to Mitch Rapp,
played by Dylan O'Brien. Rapp's life takes a tragic turn when he witnesses the death of his girlfriend
during a terrorist attack while they are on vacation in Spain. Consumed by grief and rage, Rapp
dedicates his life to training in combat and weaponry, seeking to avenge her death.

After several years of training, Rapp attracts the attention of the CIA, particularly a seasoned
operative named Stan Hurley (Michael Keaton). Hurley recognizes Rapp's potential and recruits him
to join a covert counter-terrorism mission. The film follows Rapp and Hurley as they navigate a
dangerous world filled with international conspiracies, rogue agents, and a mysterious terrorist
named Ghost (Taylor Kitsch).

As the plot unfolds, Rapp learns that the stakes are far higher than he initially imagined. They are
not only fighting against individual terrorists but also a larger network that threatens global
security. The film builds to a climactic showdown that tests Rapp's skills, resilience, and moral
compass.

Main Characters

The characters in "American Assassin" are well-developed and contribute significantly to the film's
intensity and drama.

Mitch Rapp

- Portrayed by: Dylan O'Brien
- Character Overview: A young man transformed by tragedy into a skilled operative. Rapp is driven
by vengeance but is also challenged to find purpose beyond his rage.

Stan Hurley

- Portrayed by: Michael Keaton
- Character Overview: A grizzled CIA veteran who mentors Rapp. He embodies the complexities of
intelligence work and the moral ambiguities that come with it.

Ghost

- Portrayed by: Taylor Kitsch
- Character Overview: The film's antagonist, a former operative turned rogue. Ghost's motivations
and his past are intricately linked to Rapp's journey.

Other Notable Characters
- Anna Rapp: Mitch's girlfriend whose death sparks the events of the film.



- Director of National Intelligence: A character that provides context for the national security
challenges faced by Rapp and Hurley.

Themes and Motifs

"American Assassin" is rich in themes that resonate beyond its action-packed sequences. Some of
the central themes include:

Vengeance and Forgiveness

The film explores the duality of vengeance. While Rapp’s desire to avenge his girlfriend is
understandable, the narrative raises questions about the cost of revenge. As Rapp delves deeper into
the world of espionage, he is confronted with the consequences of his actions and the possibility of
forgiveness.

Morality in Warfare

"American Assassin" also examines the ethical dilemmas faced by operatives in the field. The line
between right and wrong blurs as Rapp and Hurley engage in morally questionable activities to
combat terrorism. The film prompts viewers to consider the implications of their choices in the fight
against evil.

Personal Growth and Transformation

Rapp's journey is not just about physical training; it is also about emotional and psychological
growth. As he transitions from a grief-stricken young man to a capable operative, the film highlights
the importance of resilience and adaptation in the face of loss.

Cinematography and Action Sequences

One of the standout aspects of "American Assassin" is its engaging cinematography and expertly
choreographed action sequences.

Visual Style

- The film employs a gritty aesthetic that enhances the realism of its narrative.
- Locations are varied, from the bustling streets of Europe to the stark landscapes of the Middle
East, contributing to the immersive experience.

Action Choreography

- The fight scenes are intense and well-executed, showcasing Rapp's training and skills.



- Key action moments include hand-to-hand combat, firearms exchanges, and high-stakes chases, all
of which keep viewers on the edge of their seats.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "American Assassin" received mixed to positive reviews from critics and audiences
alike.

Box Office Performance

- The film opened to moderate box office success, grossing over $67 million worldwide against a
budget of $33 million.

- Its performance indicated a solid interest in the narrative and genre, although it did not reach
blockbuster status.

Critics' Opinions
- Positive Aspects: Many praised the film for its fast-paced action, strong performances, particularly
by Michael Keaton, and its ability to tackle serious themes within an action framework.

- Critiques: Some critics felt that the plot was formulaic and relied heavily on genre tropes.
Additionally, there were comments about the film's pacing and the depth of its characters.

Conclusion

"American Assassin" stands out as a compelling entry in the action-thriller genre, combining a
poignant narrative with exhilarating action. The film’s exploration of themes such as vengeance,
morality, and personal growth offers more than just entertainment; it encourages viewers to reflect
on the complexities of human emotions and choices in the face of adversity.

While it may not have achieved unanimous acclaim, the film has carved out a niche for itself,
particularly among fans of action and espionage narratives. With a mix of strong performances, high-
stakes action, and thought-provoking themes, "American Assassin" remains a noteworthy adaptation
of Vince Flynn's work and a relevant commentary on the world of modern warfare.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of 'American Assassin'?

'American Assassin' follows the story of Mitch Rapp, a CIA black ops recruit, as he is trained to
combat terrorism after a personal tragedy. The film explores themes of revenge, loyalty, and the
complexities of modern warfare.



Who is the author of the novel 'American Assassin'?

The novel 'American Assassin' was written by Vince Flynn and was published in 2010. It is the first
book in the Mitch Rapp series.

Who stars as Mitch Rapp in the film adaptation of 'American
Assassin'?

In the film adaptation of 'American Assassin', Mitch Rapp is portrayed by actor Dylan O'Brien.

What themes are explored in 'American Assassin'?

The film explores themes such as revenge, the moral ambiguities of espionage, the impact of
personal loss, and the psychological toll of living a life shrouded in violence.

Is 'American Assassin' part of a larger series?

Yes, 'American Assassin' is the first book in the Mitch Rapp series by Vince Flynn, which consists of
several novels following the character's development and missions.

Who directed the film 'American Assassin'?

The film 'American Assassin' was directed by Michael Cuesta.

What is the release date of the 'American Assassin' film?

'American Assassin' was released in theaters on September 15, 2017.

How does 'American Assassin' compare to other spy thrillers?

'American Assassin' is often compared to other spy thrillers for its intense action sequences,
character development, and exploration of counter-terrorism, similar to films like 'Jason Bourne' and
'Jack Ryan'.

What is the critical reception of 'American Assassin'?

The critical reception of 'American Assassin' has been mixed, with some praising the action and
performances, particularly of Dylan O'Brien, while others criticized the plot for being formulaic.

Are there any sequels or follow-ups to ‘American Assassin'?

As of now, there have been no official sequels or follow-ups to 'American Assassin', but the Mitch
Rapp series contains numerous novels that could potentially be adapted into films.
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American Assassin - Wikipedia
Written by Stephen Schiff, Michael Finch, Edward Zwick, and Marshall Herskovitz, the film was

based on Vince Flynn 's 2010 novel of the same name. The story is centered on young CIA ...

American Assassin (2017) - IMDb
American Assassin: Directed by Michael Cuesta. With Dylan O'Brien, Charlotte Vega, Christopher
Bomford, Chris Webster. After the death of his girlfriend at the hands of terrorists, Mitch Rapp ...

Watch American Assassin for Free Online | Pluto TV
Dylan O’Brien and Michael Keaton star in this explosive action-thriller about a CIA black-ops recruit
who uses his lethal skills to try and stop a rogue operative with a deadly agenda. ...

American Assassin (2017) | Rotten Tomatoes
Discover reviews, ratings, and trailers for American Assassin (2017) on Rotten Tomatoes. Stay
updated with critic and audience scores today!

American Assassin streaming: where to watch online?
Watch "American Assassin” - Full movie online for free - Check all streaming services such as
Netflix, Prime Video & Disney+ - including 4K options!

Watch American Assassin | Netflix
After grad student Mitch Rapp suffers a tragic loss during a terrorist attack, his single-minded thirst
for vengeance catches the interest of the CIA. Watch trailers & learn more.

Watch American Assassin | Prime Video - amazon.com
American Assassin follows the rise of Mitch Rapp, a CIA black ops recruit under the instruction of
Cold War veteran Stan Hurley. The pair is then enlisted by CIA Deputy Director Irene Kennedy ...

American Assassin (2017) - Movie | Moviefone
Discover showtimes, read reviews, watch trailers, find streaming options, and see where to watch
American Assassin (2017). Explore cast details and learn more on Moviefone.

Watch American Assassin Online | 2017 Movie | Yidio

American Assassin is a gripping action-thriller film that was released in 2017. Directed by Michael
Cuesta, the movie stars Dylan O'Brien, Michael Keaton, and Sanaa Lathan in lead roles. It is ...

American Assassin movie review (2017) | Roger Ebert
Sep 15, 2017 - Dylan O'Brien stars as Mitch Rapp, an American who loses his parents in a car wreck
as a child, then fails to save his fiancee from a terrorist attack and vows to find and ...

American Assassin - Wikipedia
Written by Stephen Schiff, Michael Finch, Edward Zwick, and Marshall Herskovitz, the film was
based on Vince Flynn 's ...

American Assassin (2017) - IMDb
American Assassin: Directed by Michael Cuesta. With Dylan O'Brien, Charlotte Vega, Christopher
Bomford, Chris ...
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Watch American Assassin for Free Online | Pluto TV
Dylan O’Brien and Michael Keaton star in this explosive action-thriller about a CIA black-ops recruit
who uses his lethal ...

American Assassin (2017) | Rotten Tomatoes
Discover reviews, ratings, and trailers for American Assassin (2017) on Rotten Tomatoes. Stay
updated with critic and ...

American Assassin streaming: where to watch online?

Watch "American Assassin" - Full movie online for free - Check all streaming services such as
Netflix, Prime Video & ...

Dive into the thrilling world of "American Assassin" as we explore the plot
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