
Among Others By Jo Walton

Among Others by Jo Walton is a poignant and intricately woven tale that
captures the essence of adolescence, the quest for identity, and the power of
literature in shaping one's life. Published in 2011, the novel has garnered
critical acclaim, receiving the Hugo and Nebula Awards for Best Novel. It is
a unique blend of fantasy and autobiography, with Walton drawing heavily from
her own experiences as a young girl in Wales. The novel's protagonist, Mori
Parris, navigates the challenges of growing up in a world filled with magic,
literature, and the complexities of human relationships.

Setting and Background

Wales in the 1970s

The story is set primarily in Wales during the 1970s, a time marked by
cultural shifts and profound changes in society. Walton's vivid descriptions
of the Welsh landscape create a rich backdrop for the narrative, allowing
readers to immerse themselves in the protagonist's environment.

- The rural setting is depicted with a sense of nostalgia and longing,
reflective of Mori's own feelings of isolation and alienation.
- The cultural references to the literature of the time serve to ground the



story in a specific historical context, enhancing its authenticity.

The Influence of Literature

Literature is a central theme in "Among Others," serving as both a refuge and
a means of understanding the world for Mori. The novel is peppered with
references to classic science fiction and fantasy works, which play a crucial
role in Mori's development.

- Key Authors and Works: Mori's love for authors like Ursula K. Le Guin,
Isaac Asimov, and Arthur C. Clarke is evident throughout the narrative. These
influences shape her worldview and provide her with a framework for coping
with her struggles.
- The Role of Science Fiction: The science fiction genre, in particular, is
portrayed as a means of escape and exploration, allowing Mori to envision
possibilities beyond her immediate reality.

Character Development

Mori Parris

Mori is a complex and relatable character, whose journey resonates with many
readers. Her experiences are crafted with depth and nuance, reflecting the
challenges of adolescence.

- Background: Mori is raised in a dysfunctional family, with a mother who is
deeply involved in the occult. This tumultuous upbringing sets the stage for
her struggles with identity and belonging.
- Magical Abilities: Mori possesses magical abilities, which she often
struggles to control. This aspect of her character adds a layer of intrigue
and serves as a metaphor for her feelings of powerlessness in her life.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in "Among Others" are equally well-developed, each
contributing to Mori's journey in significant ways.

- Mori's Mother: A pivotal figure in Mori's life, her mother embodies the
conflict between magic and reality. Their relationship is fraught with
tension and serves as a catalyst for Mori's emotional turmoil.
- Friends and Peers: Mori's interactions with her friends at school highlight
the universal themes of friendship, loyalty, and the search for acceptance.
Characters like Jen and the members of the science fiction club provide a
sense of community for Mori.

Thematic Exploration



Identity and Belonging

One of the most prominent themes in "Among Others" is the search for identity
and a sense of belonging. Mori's journey reflects the struggles that many
young people face as they navigate the complexities of adolescence.

- Isolation: Mori's feelings of isolation are palpable throughout the novel.
She often feels like an outsider, both in her family and at school, which
leads her to seek solace in literature.
- Community: The formation of the science fiction club serves as a turning
point for Mori, allowing her to connect with like-minded individuals and find
her place in the world.

The Power of Memory

Memory plays a crucial role in shaping Mori's narrative. The novel is
structured as a series of journal entries, allowing readers to glimpse Mori's
thoughts and reflections.

- Nostalgia: Mori often reflects on her past, grappling with her memories of
her mother, her childhood, and her experiences with magic. This nostalgia
adds depth to her character and underscores the impact of her past on her
present.
- Healing Through Reflection: The act of writing serves as a therapeutic
outlet for Mori, helping her process her emotions and experiences.

Magical Realism and Fantasy Elements

Jo Walton expertly weaves elements of magical realism into the fabric of
"Among Others." The presence of magic is not merely a plot device; it is
intricately tied to Mori's identity and experiences.

- The Nature of Magic: Mori's magical abilities are both a gift and a burden.
They allow her to connect with the world in unique ways, but they also
isolate her from those who cannot understand her experiences.
- Symbolism: The magic in the novel serves as a metaphor for the complexities
of adolescence, illustrating the tumultuous journey of self-discovery and the
struggle for control over one's own life.

Critical Reception and Impact

"Among Others" has been well received by critics and readers alike, praised
for its lyrical prose, rich character development, and profound exploration
of themes relevant to both young adults and adults.

- Awards and Recognition: The novel won the 2012 Hugo Award for Best Novel
and the 2011 Nebula Award, solidifying its place in the canon of contemporary
fantasy literature.
- Legacy: Jo Walton's work continues to resonate with readers, inspiring
discussions about the importance of literature, the complexities of growing
up, and the power of storytelling.



Conclusion

In "Among Others," Jo Walton crafts a compelling narrative that intertwines
elements of fantasy and autobiography, resulting in a rich exploration of
adolescence, identity, and the transformative power of literature. Through
the eyes of Mori Parris, readers are invited to reflect on their own
journeys, the books that have shaped their lives, and the importance of
finding one's place in the world. As a testament to the enduring impact of
storytelling, "Among Others" remains a poignant and relevant work that
continues to captivate audiences with its heartfelt exploration of the human
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Among Others' by Jo
Walton?
'Among Others' explores themes of identity, belonging, and the power of
literature and fantasy in shaping one's reality, as the protagonist navigates
her life as a young girl with magical abilities and a love for science
fiction.

How does Jo Walton incorporate elements of fantasy in
'Among Others'?
Jo Walton blends fantasy with realism by introducing magical elements through
the protagonist's experiences, such as her connection to fairies and her
ability to interact with the world of magic, which serves as both a refuge
and a source of conflict in her life.

What role does science fiction play in 'Among
Others'?
Science fiction serves as a critical backdrop in 'Among Others', reflecting
the protagonist's inner thoughts and providing her with a sense of community
and escape, as she finds solace and inspiration in the genre's narratives and
ideas.

How does the setting influence the characters in
'Among Others'?
The setting of post-World War II Wales significantly influences the
characters in 'Among Others', as it shapes their social dynamics, cultural
struggles, and the protagonist's sense of isolation and longing for
connection in a changing world.

What is the significance of the protagonist's
relationship with her family in 'Among Others'?
The protagonist's fraught relationship with her family is central to 'Among
Others', highlighting themes of trauma, loss, and the search for autonomy, as
she grapples with the impact of her mother's mental illness and her own quest
for self-discovery and acceptance.
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