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American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Certification (ASCP BOC) is
a pivotal entity in the healthcare landscape, playing a crucial role in
ensuring the proficiency and professionalism of laboratory personnel in
clinical pathology. Established in 1928, the ASCP BOC is dedicated to the
certification of individuals in various areas of laboratory medicine,
including clinical pathology, medical laboratory science, and
histotechnology. This certification not only validates the skills and
knowledge of laboratory professionals but also enhances the overall quality
of patient care by ensuring that individuals meet the highest standards in
their fields.

Understanding the Importance of Certification

Certification by the ASCP BOC is a mark of excellence in the clinical
laboratory community. It signifies that individuals have undergone rigorous
testing and have demonstrated their competency in the field. Here are a few
reasons why certification is important:

* Professional Recognition: Earning certification can enhance a
professional's credibility and recognition among peers and employers.

e Career Advancement: Certified professionals often have better job
prospects, higher salaries, and opportunities for advancement within
their organizations.

e Quality Assurance: Certification ensures that laboratory professionals
are up-to-date with the latest advancements in technology and best
practices, ultimately leading to improved patient outcomes.

e Continuing Education: The certification process often requires ongoing
education, ensuring that professionals stay current in their knowledge
and skills.



The Certification Process

The journey to certification through the ASCP BOC involves several key steps.
Understanding this process can help aspiring laboratory professionals prepare
effectively.

1. Eligibility Requirements

Before applying for certification, candidates must meet specific eligibility
requirements based on their educational background and professional
experience. The ASCP BOC offers multiple certification pathways tailored to
different disciplines within laboratory medicine, including:

e Medical Laboratory Scientist (MLS): Requires a bachelor's degree in
medical laboratory science or a related field.

e Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT): Requires an associate degree in
medical laboratory technology or a related area.

e Histotechnologist (HTL): Requires a bachelor's degree and specific
coursework in histotechnology.

e Pathologists' Assistant (PA): Requires a master's degree in a related
field.

2. Application Process

Once eligibility is confirmed, candidates can proceed with the application
process:

- Complete the online application form available on the ASCP BOC website.
- Submit required documentation, including proof of education and
professional experience.

- Pay the applicable examination fee.

3. Examination Preparation

Preparing for the ASCP BOC certification examination is crucial. Candidates
should consider the following:

- Review the examination content outline provided by ASCP BOC.
- Utilize recommended study materials, including textbooks, online courses,



and practice exams.
- Join study groups or forums to engage with peers and share resources.

4. Taking the Examination

The certification examination is computer-based and administered at Pearson
VUE test centers. Key points to remember:

- Candidates will receive their test results immediately upon completion of
the exam.

- A passing score demonstrates competency in the relevant clinical laboratory
disciplines.

Maintaining Certification

Achieving certification is just the beginning. The ASCP BOC requires
certified professionals to maintain their credentials through continuing
education and recertification.

1. Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

Certified professionals must accumulate a certain number of continuing
education units over a designated period. This ensures that they remain
knowledgeable about the latest advancements and practices in clinical
pathology and laboratory medicine.

2. Recertification

Recertification is required every three years for most ASCP BOC
certifications. Professionals must demonstrate that they have met the CEU
requirements and pay a recertification fee.

Benefits of ASCP BOC Certification

The benefits of obtaining certification from the ASCP BOC are extensive,
impacting both individual careers and the healthcare system at large.

e Increased Job Opportunities: Certified professionals have access to more
job openings and are often preferred by employers.



e Higher Earning Potential: Studies show that certified laboratory
personnel typically earn higher salaries than their non-certified
counterparts.

e Professional Development: Certification encourages professionals to
engage in lifelong learning, which benefits their careers and enhances
patient care.

e Networking Opportunities: Being part of a certified community opens
doors for networking with peers, mentoring opportunities, and
professional collaboration.

Conclusion

The American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Certification serves as
a cornerstone for maintaining high standards in laboratory medicine. By
certifying professionals, the ASCP BOC not only uplifts individual careers
but also ensures that patients receive the best possible care from qualified
laboratory personnel. As the healthcare landscape continues to evolve, the
importance of certification will only grow, guiding professionals toward
excellence and fostering a culture of continuous improvement in the clinical
laboratory field. Whether you are a new graduate or an experienced laboratory
professional, pursuing ASCP BOC certification is a valuable investment in
your career and the health of the patients you serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Society for Clinical Pathology
(ASCP) Board of Certification?

The ASCP Board of Certification (BOC) is a credentialing organization that
provides certification for medical laboratory professionals to validate their
competence in the field.

What types of certifications does the ASCP Board of
Certification offer?

The ASCP BOC offers a variety of certifications, including Medical Laboratory
Scientist (MLS), Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT), and numerous specialty
certifications in areas such as cytotechnology and molecular biology.

How can one apply for certification through the ASCP



Board of Certification?

Individuals can apply for certification through the ASCP BOC's official
website by submitting an application, providing proof of education and
training, and paying the required fees.

What are the eligibility requirements for taking the
ASCP certification exams?

Eligibility requirements vary by certification but typically include
completion of an accredited educational program and relevant clinical
experience.

How often must ASCP-certified professionals renew
their certification?

ASCP-certified professionals must renew their certification every three
years, which can be achieved through continuing education and professional
development activities.

What is the significance of having ASCP
certification in the laboratory field?

ASCP certification is recognized nationally and demonstrates that a
laboratory professional meets established standards of knowledge and
competency, enhancing career opportunities.

Where can one find study resources for the ASCP
certification exams?

Study resources for ASCP certification exams can be found on the ASCP BOC
website, which offers study guides, practice exams, and recommended
textbooks.

What is the impact of COVID-19 on the ASCP Board of
Certification exam process?

The COVID-19 pandemic led to adjustments in the exam process, including the
introduction of remote proctoring options and changes in scheduling to
accommodate health guidelines.

Are there any scholarship opportunities available
for those seeking ASCP certification?

Yes, the ASCP Foundation offers scholarships and grants for students and
professionals pursuing education and certification in the field of laboratory
medicine.



How does the ASCP Board of Certification ensure the
integrity of its certification process?

The ASCP BOC employs strict testing standards, regular reviews of exam
content, and adherence to best practices in credentialing to ensure the
integrity and validity of its certification process.
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Explore the American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Certification and its vital role in



advancing laboratory excellence. Learn more about certification pathways today!
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